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File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Mobile, Alabama 
April 9, 1965 


R. B. KELLY 
Also Known As 
R 0 B # Kelley; 

ELMER L. COOK; 

WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE; 
NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE; 

JAMES J. REEB (deceased) - VICTIM; 
ORLOFF W. MILLER - VICTIM; 
CLARK BIRD OLSEN - VICTIM 
ASSAULT AT SELMA, ALABAMA 
MARCH 9, 1965 


Information set forth herein reflects the results of Investigation 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning the assault on James J* 
Reeb, Orloff W. Miller, and Clark Bird Olsen, at Selma, Alabama, on 
March 9, I965„ 

Photographs taken in the vicinity of the Silver Moon Cafe, 
the scene of the assault, and photographs of victims Miller and Olsen are 
also enclosed as attachments to this memorandum. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 
It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; if and its contents 
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DETAILS; 

AT SEIMA, ALABAMA. 

This investigation is predicated upon information furnished 
by J. WILSON BAKER* Director of Public Safety* City of Selma* 

Alabama* to SA EDWARD H„ BAKLOW* JR.* at 8s00 EM on March 9* 

1965 * that three white ministers reportedly had been assaulted 
by unidentified persons near Walker’s Cafe on Washington Street* 
Selma* Alabama. .BAKER informed that he was attempting to 
obtain further details. _ 

SA ROBERT L. FRYE telephonically contacted Capt. FRANK 
LA PORTE* Identification Officer* Selma Police Department* who 
advised that he had a police car in the vicinity of Walker’s 
Cafe checking for details of the reported assault and endeavoring 
to identify the subjects of the investigation. He furnished the 
names of JAMES REEB* CLARK OLSEN and ORLOFF MILLER as the 
individuals reportedly assaulted and informed that they had been 
taken to Burwell Hospital at Selma* Alabama. These individuals 
were subsequently identified more fully as: 

Rev. JAMES J. REEB, 3 Half Moon Street* Boston* Massachusetts 
of the American Friends Service Committee* Boston* Mass. 

Rev. CLARK. BIRD OLSEN, 427 Yale Avenue* Berkeley 8* 
California* minister-coordinator for Berkeley Fellowship of 
Unitarians, 

Rev. ORLOFF W. MILLER* 4 Hemlock Road* Hingham* 

Massachusetts* Minister of the Unitarian Universailst 
Association* 25 Beacon Street* Boston* Mass. 
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FL ^RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date^A^ 

1 


Reverend JOHN M. WELLS* Unitarian Minister, 1275 
Port Hart Road., Alexandria* Virginia* was interviewed at the 
rear of Brown’s - Chapel* Selma* Alabama, He advised that 
he had dinner at Walker’s Cafe on Washington* Street* on 
the evening of March 9 S 1965- He advised he was accompanied 
by Reverend DAVID COLE and Reverend GERALD CRICK, Reverend 
WELLS further informed that Reverend ORLOFF MILLER* Reverend 
CLARK OLSEN* and Reverend JAMES REEB who are associated with 
the American Friendly Community Church were also having 
dinner at the same restaurant. He said he and his two 
companions left the restaurant shortly before 7 p.m. He 
said that they turned left as they left the restaurant and 
walked back to Brown’s Chapel. He advised he did not observe 
any suspicious individuals in the area while they were 
leaving. 


0n 3 / 9/65 nt Selma, Alabama _ File § Mobile 44- 1233- 

,S A JOHN J. SWEENEY :gmh rw» dictated 3/13/6.5 _ 
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F.._ ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


rw. 3/14/65 


1 


Reverend DAVID COLE, 102*f Brice Road, Rockwell, 
Maryland, advised he is associated with the American Friendly 
Community Church. He advised that on the evening of March 9, 
1965, he had dinner-at Walker’s Cafe on Washington Street, 
accompanied by Reverend JOHN WELLS and Reverend GERALD CRICK. 

He also informed that three other ministers from the 
American Friendly Community Church, ORLOFF MILLER, CLARK OLSEN, 
and JAMES REEB, were having dinner at the restaurant when 
they left at approximately 7p.m. He advised that they turned 
left after walking out of Walker's Cafe and walked back to 
Brown's Chapel on Sylvan Street In Selma without Incident. 

He advised that he did not observe any groups of 
white people congregating in the area nor did he observe 
anyone" acting in a suspicious manner. He said he had heard 
a few moments before that Reverends REEB, OLSEN and MILLER 
had been attacked by some unknown white males as they 
left the restaurant and were being taken to Birmingham, 

Alabama, for hospitalization. 


On 


Selma, Alabama 
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by 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date _3/19/65 


Mr, JOE OLIVER., 907 Green Street, advised that 
he is also known as Darby, and is a janitor at Keefe High 
School, Orrville, a community near Selma, Alabama, He 
stated that he lost his left eye through an injury when he 
was a child and his right eye has a cafceracfc, 

OLIVER recalled that on the evening of March 9* 1965* 
between ?;30 - 8;00 p 0 m o , he walked from Listonclay Cafe 
on Washington Street to the Silver Moon Cafe on Washington 
Street at Selma Avenue on the east side of Washington Street, 

He said that as he passed Walker® s Cafes about half way to 
the Silver Moon Cafe, he saw no one standing on the side¬ 
walk in front of Walker's Cafe, but he did notice a young 
white man sitting on the window ledge alone and possibly 
other white men were coming out of the restaurant. He said 
he did not stop but said hello to this man and proceeded 
on down toward the Silver Moon Cafe, As he passed the 
front door of the Silver Moon Cafe, two white men in overalls, 
who were complete strangers, came out of the front door and 
tried to block his passage, while one of the white men said 
he was going to "beat the hell out of him," He said he told 
this man he didn't want any trouble, and he continued walking 
around the corner on Selma Avenue toward the entrance of the 
Negro section of the Silver Moon Cafe, He said at this point 
the white man said, "God damn it nigger, halt. I'm going to 
whip you ud," He said he went on into the Negro section 
of the Silver Moon Cafe, but the white men did not follow 
him in and two or three minutes later when he came out 
onto the sidewalk the two white men were gone. 


OLIVER Identified the photograph of EIMER COOK as 
a man who operates a business across the street from the 
Silver Moon Cafe, bub he could not identify photographs of 
NAMON O'NEAL HQGGLE, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE or R, B, KELLY, 
He stated, however, he was certain that the two men who 
stopped him were not identical with the four Individuals 
named above and does not believe he could Identify the two 
men if he should see them again. 


On _3/18/ 65 at Selma, Alabama _ File # _ MO 44-1233 _ 
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OLIVER stated that when he left the Silver Moon 
Cafe he went to his residence, staying about one hour and 
then returned to the Silver Moon Cafe to leave a message 
for his wife with one of the Negro employees there and 
estimated that he arrived approximately 9:00 p.m, He 
stated that he did not see anyone that he can recall by 
name during his walk from the Listonclay cafe to the 
Silver Moon Cafe, 

OLIVER stated that his wife works at the Coffee 
Pot Cafe for "Mr, BEN" who also rune the pawn shop at the 
corner. He said he did not see Mr. BEN that evening and 
does not recall seeing COOK or anyone else he knows. 

OLIVER was shown photographs of Reverend ORLOFP 
MILLER and Reverend CLARK OLSEN, and he selected the 
photograph of Reverend MILLER as the young white man he 
spoke to who was sitting on the window ledge outside of 
Walker*s Cafe, 

OLIVER stated that he did not witness any assault 
around the Silver Moon Cafe and has no information regard¬ 
ing any persons assaulted or any persons who committed an 
assault, and it was only later that evening when he learned 
through various unrecalled individuals that there had been 
some sort of commotion on Washington Street that evening. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


I 


Date 


March 18, 1965 


Mr, EDDDE R, FERGUSON, Sr,, 1213 Phi Spot Street, telephone 
874-7302, advised that he is the operator of Walker's Cafe, 318 Washington Street, 
telephone number 874-9120 and that he is sometimes known as EDDIE WALKER* 

He stated that during the evening of March 9, 1965, he was working 
in the kitchen due to the large volume of business in the restaurant* He stated that 
t his extra business was caused by the visiting demonstrators who had come to Selma 
and on that particular evening more than half of hss customers were white * He stated 
that he did not meet any of the visitors and had no contact with them whatsoever and 
could not identify the three ministers who allegedSy had eaten dinner in his restaurant 
that evening prior to their being assaubed* 

He stated that the waitresses working that evening were HATTIE PEOPLE and 
HELEN BURDEN, one of whom probably waited on the table where the ministers were 
served 0 


He stated that the first he knew tha f any assault had taken place was 
after 8 p„m. when two police officers came to his restaurant and asked him if he 
knew anything about an assault and of course he told them that he did not know 
anything and was not even able to verify that the ministers had been in his 
restaurant prior to the assault. He said that no one has told him that they observed 
the assault and he has talked to no one who had admitted that they were even on the 
street during the time of the assault and was unable to identify any Negro male,who 
was reported to be near the cafe when the ministers came out, who might have an 
injured eye. Mr. FERGUSON staged that he may possibly be able to locate some 
witnesses to the assault or at least persons who were on the street at that time and 
will advise at a later date* 

Mr. FERGUSON stated that he has operated Walker's Cafe at that 
address continuously since 1941, and his customers have always been the better 
class of Negro people. He stated that he had never served any white patrons in 
the restaurant prior to the enactment of the Civil Rights Act on July 2, 1964, because 
it was against a city ordinance to do so. He began serving white persons in the 
restaurant around August, 1964. all of whom were strangers t raveling through S elma. 


On 3/17/65 at Selma, Alabama _File # -MQ 44HI233_*_ 
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Around that time the police officers who would see a white person come info 
the restaurant would talk with them and the white person would leave without 
ordering. He did not know whether or not these white persons were placed under 
arrest. 


Sometime during August, 1964, the local police apparently 
realized that it was not a violation of the law for him to serve a white person 
in his restaurant due to the civil rights act and they stopped keeping white persons 
out of the restaurant. Between August and December, 1964, a few white patrons 
were served in the restaurant, possibly 3-5 per week but since about Christmas, 
1964, the white trade has picked up and recently during the last two months the 
visit of numerous civil rights demonstrators to Selma, Alabama, has brought in 
sometimes as many as 25-30 white customers in a day, all of whom were served. 

Mr. FERGUSON said he considers his business to be a Negro 
restaurant as do the local white people in the immediate area and that none of the 
local white people ever come into his restaurant to eat. 

He stated that he could not identify the photographs of the four 
subjects in this case as people he knows except that he believes COOK has a 
business on Washington Street across from Walker's Cafe diagonally. 

He stated that on the corner of Selma and Washington Streets, 
approximately one-half block away from the Silver Moon Cafe, a white cafe, 
as well as the Blue Bird Cafe, also a white cafe, are located. Diagonally across 
the street from Walker's Cafe is the Coffe Pot Cafe, also a white place and 
directly across the street from Walker's Cafe is located the Shannon Cafe which 
is a colored cafe. At the other end of the 100 block of Washington Street near 
Alabama Avenue is a Negro cafe called Listonclay. 

Mr. FERGUSON stated that he had heard that some colored 
people in the past, date unrecalled, had attempted to be served at the Silver 
Moon Cafe, but were refused service. 
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Mr. FERGUSON stated that he believes that the leaden of 
the current racial movement at Selma had been referring white people who are 
also interested in the movement who hove come to Se!ma f to his restaurant 
and that is the cause of the sudden increase of white trade. He stated that 
he does not know if the three ministers who were assaulted had been in 
his restaurant prior to March 9 , 1965,, as he does not know them. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date March 23. 1965 


X 


Mr. EDDIE R„ FERGUSON p Sr. was recontacted at the 
Selma Resident Agency of the FEt, at which time he stated 
that during his normal contacts with Negroes in the area 
of Washington and Selma Avenues„ in an attempt to obtain 
information as to possible witnesses to the assault, of 
Rev. REEB ? he contacted an individual that worked in the 
Negro section of the Silver Moon Cafe* DAVID (LNU). DAVID 
gave FERGUSON the distinct impression that he was aware 
that a fight had taken place outside the cafe on March 9, 
1365 , and that he knew more of the incident than he let 
on. FERGUSON stated that he did not press DAVID for more 
information not wanting to arouse the suspicions of DAVID. 


FERGUSON cautioned that in his opinion DAVID 
was mentally deficient and easily excitable in addition to 
the fact that he has a distinct fear of white people. In 
view of the fear t FERGUSON suggested that DAVID be contacted 
by one FBI Agent rather than two. 

He advised he will continue to attempt to learn 
of witnesses to the assault. 
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Mrs. HELEN BURTON, 713 Lawrence Street, advised 
that she has been employed at Walker* s Cafe on Washington 
Street as a waitress for the past 3 years. 

Mrs. BURTON stated that she was called to work 
extra during the evening of March 9s 1965? because of the 
extra business caused by numerous customers coming to the 
restaurant who are visiting Selma for the civil rights 
demonstrations. She said she arrived approximately 6;30 p.m. 
and worked until 9^00 p.m. She said only Negroes were eating 
at the counter and with the exception of one booth where 
Negroes were eating, the rest of the tables and booths 
were occupied by white people, some of whom were ministers. 
She stated that she cannot recall serving three ministers 
at one table and could not identify the photographs of 
Reverend 0RL0FF MILLER and Reverend CLARK OLSEN as anyone 
she served. 

Mrs. BURTON said that she did notice a young white 
man standing on the sidewalk outside the restaurant next to 
the alley, who was a complete stranger, and does not believe 
she could identify him if she saw him again. She said he 
may have had on a light blue shirt or sweater and light 
colored jeans, had a !! Beatle-type" haircut and was about 
20 years old. She said she did not see where he went to and 
could not place the time he was there. 

Mrs. BURTON stated that HATTIE PEEPLES was the 
other waitress and that HENRY WATTS, a waiter, also worked 
that night but only handled one table where some older 
ministers were eating. She stated that it was most likely 
that HATTIE PEEPLES waited on the three ministers whom she 
heard were assaulted after leaving the restaurant. 

Mrs, BURTON advised that the only Negro man she 
knows who has an injured eye is DOYLE, who works part time 
at Listonclay Cafe down the street. 

Mrs. BURTON stated that she has no information 
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Whatever regarding the assault of the ministers and did 
not even know there had been an assault until Lieutenant 
KNIGHT of the Selma Police Department came to the oafe 
and talked to all the employees about what they may have 
seen. She said she told Lieutenant KNIGHT then about 
the young boy she had seen outside. She said there were no 
white people left In Walker's Cafe by the time the police 
came and she believed all had gone to Brown's Chapel, 

Mrs, BURTON said the next day or so McARTHUR 
BROWN, a Negro boy who works at the Coca Cola Bottling 
Plant In Selma, told her he had seen pictures in the 
paper of the men who were arrested for the assault and 
Identified BOTH COOK as a man who had gone to Walker's 

Cafe and looked into the window the night of the assault, 

• \ 

Mrs, BURTON recalled also that after the 
assault some of the white people who had been In Walker* s 
Cafe that evening earlier returned to the oafe to inquire 
as to what had happened to the three ministers but were 
unable to learn anything as far as she knew, She said she 
has heard no one say that they had seen the assault 
occur or who had done it, 

Mrs, BURTON identified the photographs of E1MER 
COOK as a man she has known all her life and who runs the 
0 & C Novelty Company on Washington Street aoross from 
Walker's Cafe, where her father used to buy clothing and 
other articles. She could not identify the photographs 
Of NAMON O'NEAL HOGGIN, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE and R. B. 
KELLY and has never seen them around the area that she 
could recall* She said she does not recall seeing COOK 
around the area the evening of the assault* 

Mrs, BURTON stated that there have been a lot of 
white people, mostly strangers, coming to Walker's Cafe 
since the Negroes are urging those persons interested 
in the racial movement to boycott the White restaurants 
and stores in Selma, Alabama, and this has caused a great 
increase in business at Walker's Cafe, which she believes 
prevented her from recalling anything whatever regarding 
the three white ministers. 


i 
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Date- 3/3 9/65 


Mrs. HATTIE BEATRICE PEEPLES* Route X,, Box 65 * 

Zones* Alabama* furnished the following informations 

Mrs. PEEPLES advised that she has worked as a 
waitress at Walker*s Cafe for the past 2 years. She recalls 
that she was working during the evening of March 9* 1965 
and worked until approximately 7 "30 or p„m, This Is 

vivid in her mind because she was supposed to get off work 
at 4sOO p,m„* but due to excess amount of business resulting 
from civil rights demonstrations in Selma* Alabama* she had 
to work late. 

During the afternoon and evening of March 9, 1965* 
she recalls an especially large number of white Individuals 
patronising the cit was hoi* opinion that fcheso individuals 
were clergymen visiting Selma for participation in the racial 
demonstrations. During most of the evening better than half 
of the Individuals in the cafe were white. The white people 
ate at the various tables and booths In the restaurant* 
while the colored people generally sat at the counter, 

Mrs, PEEPLES recalled waiting on a table occupied 
by three white men* but was unable to identify photographs 
of Reverend ORLOFF MILLER and Reverend CLARK OLSEN as being 
among the Individuals at that table. She could not identify 
photographs of NAMON 0 s NEAL HOGGLE* WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE* 

R 0 B. KELLY or EIMER L, COOK* explaining that she has lived 
In the country approximately 9 miles from Selma all of her 
life* that she still lives there and commutes daily to Selma* 
thus having very little contact with either colored or white 
Individuals In Selma, 

Mrs, PEEPLES stated that she knows a young colored 
man by the name of McARTHUR BROWN who works at the Coca Cola 
Bottling Plant in Selma, She recalls having seen BROWN 
during the lunch hour on March 9, 1965, but cannot recall 
having seen him during the evening of March 9, 1965. 
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Upon getting off work she left Selma in a 
South Wind taxi cab which took her home. Just prior to 
leaving the cafe that night there were still customers 
eating but the number had dwindled considerably. She 
does not think that there were any white individuals 
in the cafe at this time due to the resumption of racial 
demonstration activity at Brown"s Chapel, 

Mrs, PEEPLES could furnish no further informa¬ 
tion in regard to this matter. 
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Mr HENRY WATTS, home address 1113 Jeff Davis 
Avenue Selma, Alabama 9 employee. Walker's Cafe, Washington 
S^. ree t^ Selma, furnished the following information: 

WATTS recalls working at Walker's Cafe on March % 
laFic, fvnm 6*00 a m, until noon and then returning at 4:00 p„m 0 
and 5 woSins unwi 9:sS p.m. WATTS worked mainly behind ^he 
service counter at the cafe in addition to washing dishes 
Just before closing time* 

The majority of the people eating at the cafe 
during the period 4:00 - 9:30 p.m. were white indiyiduaiS 
who he assumes were civil rights workers. in® ca e » 
usually busy during this time. 

WATTS could not identify photographs ^Reverend 
ORLOFF MILLER and Reverend CLARK OLSEN, stating that he spent 
most of his time behind the counter except for occasional 
instances'when he would give the waitresses a han an take 
an order from some of the people sitting at the tables, n 
did not notice anyone looking_through the windows of tne 
cafe due to his being especially busy 0 

WATTS could not identify photographs of R, B n K-BLLY, 

HAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, WILLIAM STANLE5T C °° K ’ 

stating that he had never seen these individuals before. 

WATTS advised that he did not see any assault ~..y-A -.-S 
white ministers or anyone else nor has he heard of any 
individual talking as if they saw such an Incident. -*e 
initially heard of the assault when a police officer came 
into the" cafe at approximately 8:00 p e m„ and began asking 
questions about such an assault. 

WATTS could furnish no further information in regard 
to this matter. 
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Mr. GENERAL MACK ARTHUR BROWN* 1100 Broad Street* 
Room 16, advised that he is age 20, has a tenth grade eduea~ 
tion and is employed in the Coca Cola Bottling Company 
Plant, Selma, Alabama. 

BROWN said on the evening of March 9* 1965 » at 
about 7;0Q p.m., he was walking south on Washington Street 
from the direction of the Silver Moon Cafe, enroute to 
Walker’s Cafe to eat dinner„ He said as he approached 
the south side of the alley at the sidewalk in front of 
Walker* s Cafe, an older white man passed him by, heading 
in the same direction, and this white man nodded to him 
and greeted him. BROWN said he went directly into Walker's 
Cafe, sat at the counter and almost immediately looked back 
toward the front window of Walker's Cafe, and the same white 
man who had passed him was looking into the front window of 
Walker* s Cafe as though he was looking for someone in 
particular. 

BROWN identified a photograph of WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE as the man described above who looked into Walker* s 
Cafe and stated that he believes this man on the initial 
approach to Walker's Cafe had come from across the street 
from the vicinity of the C & C Novelty Company and possibly 
returned to that side of the street after looking into the 
window. 


BROWN stated that he has bought shirts on credit 
from Mr. COOK, who operates the C & C Novelty Company, and 
knows him personally. 

BROWN stated that while was in Walker's Cafe, he 
noticed there were a lot of white people eating there and 
after he sat there for approximately 5 minutes after entering 
Walker's Cafe, he decided^ not to eat there because he did not 
have sufficient money to buy what he wanted. He stated that 
just before he left Walker's Cafe, three white men, who had 
been eating in Walker* s Cafe departed just ahead of him, 
turned right at the sidewalk and proceeded in the direction 
oZ thB S ll v^ Mnon Hafp right ahead of- BROWN .—H e _ e s t i mat ed—- 
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that he was approximately 60 - 80 feet behind these three 
white men and as they walked north on the east side of 
Washington Street he noticed that across the street standing 
in front of the Coffee Pot Cafe were two or three white 
women and several white men who were yelling or calling 
to the three white men. He said one remark he recalled 
was "Come over here and let's see how smart you are," 

He stated that while the people were yelling at the white 
men, he definitely saw EIMER COOK standing in the doorway 
of the C & C Novelty Company looking across the street, 

BROWN stated that the three white men continued 
walking and upon approaching Selma Avenue where the Silver 
Moon Cafe Is located, they turned right and proceeded east 
on Selma Avenue. BROWN said he continued north on Washing¬ 
ton Street, crossing Selma Avenue, and noticed that the 
three white men had proceeded as far down Selma Avenue to 
at least the alleyway which runs south behind the Silver 
Moon Cafe. He said he continued walking north on Washing¬ 
ton, went on home and emphatically denied that he had seen 
any assault of any white men or any other persons at Selma 
Avenue and Washington Streets that evening. He stated that 
the only explanation he can think of is that possibly the 
three white men were not the same as the three white men who 
were assaulted. 

BROWN stated that it was not until the next day 
that he learned that three ministers had been beaten the 
night before, and he is almost positive that the three 
white men he followed from Walker's Cafe up Washington 
Street continued on the Brown Chapel without being molested 
in any way. 

BROWN said that the next day he saw photographs 
in the newspaper of some men who were arrested in connection 
with the assault and recognized the photograph of WILLIAM 
STANLEY HOGGLE as the same man he had seen the night before 
looking into the window at Walker's Cafe. 

BROWN was unable to recognize photographs of 
R. B. KELLY or NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE as anyone he ever saw 
and could not identify photographs of Reverend ORLOFF MILLER 
and Reverend CLARK OLSEN as being identical with two of 
the three men whom he saw departing Walker's Cafe. 
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BROWM stated that he cannot recall seeing anyone 
he knows on Washington Street or at the corner of Washing¬ 
ton and Selma that evening and does not know the names 
of any possible witnesses to the assault on the three 
ministers„ However, he stated that he will give this 
matter further thought and may possibly learn something 
or recall some information which may be of value. 
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Mr. GENERAL MACK ARTHUR BROWN was recontacted at 
the Selma, Alabama Resident Agency of the FBI regarding 
anything he could recall pertaining to the assault of the 
three ministers during the evening of March 9, 1965. 

BROWN said he has not been able to recall or 
learn any more information than he previously furnished 
except that one JOSEPH SMITH, a co-employee of his at the 
Coca Cola Bottling Company in Selma, frequents the Silver 
Moon Cafe regularly and most of the time walks home with 
him as they live near each other. On the evening of 
March 9, 1965, he recalled that SMITH worked late and came 
home sometime after he did. He believes SMITH may have 
walked past the Silver Moon Cafe at some time after he did* 

He stated that he does not recall seeing any 
medical van or truckload of people parked near the 
Liston-Clay Cafe on Washington Street on which some white 
men beat on. He said he did not notice any of the people 
who may have been in the vicinity of Walker's Cafe and could 
not identify any people standing in front of the Coffee Pot 
Cafe. He recalled vaguely that there may have been a white 
man coming out of the Silver Moon Cafe as he walked by but 
could not say who he was. 
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"I, Iff. Clark HH Man, ml4a at 4*7 Tala 
Avenue, Main t f California, and *afce tka fellevia* ton 
and voluntary Mat ta Mart f. Calllar and M a r t 
I. Sagarin, aha ham 1 da ndi fied tknnlvw ta aa aa Sparta! 
Agnta at tfea F ed er al Buma of Invent lgatloa. X have M 
lafomed that any iafaaaatlaa I farmiah aa«U ba need ia a 
court af Ua« 


"I aa ham Jane IB. 1*33. 1 aa anpleyed aa a 

Klaleter-Coerdtaater far tha Berkeley Itllmklp af 
Bfcltariann* 

"I ar riv ed ia H Mtanwy . Al ahaa g by air, daring 
tha aftamaaa af «M *, lib* It tha air terminal, X 
encount ered a cram af nenhara of tha praaa, ^a vara 
aaahiag traaapertaiian ta SalM, Alabama* A jaog aaa 
approached tha croup X aaa aAth aad Idaatiflad hiaaalf aa 
affiliated aftth tha WBM (Pout ham Chrletlan Leaderahlp 
Coafareaaa) aad etated that ha vac available to tr a a apa rt 
alaictarc for the aaafaraaca fraai heatgonery ta Calaa. 

X obtained ay traccportatiau ta Caljaa fro* thlc young 
nan and arrived th e m at approximately 4:30 P.M. 

**I cane ta Calan an an individual and aaoe at 
Belaa, I Joined ether Unitarian nlalatere aha vara already 
there. 


"Span arrival in Being* 1 cent ta tha vicinity 
of tha Brav e ABZ Chapel, vhere a rally vaa la pracraaa. 
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k v;u t leaving wy and per tonal be. 

■ -. . ■ ; •* V. i L<* Oliver, and proceeded to w;»1 ch the 

■ n ' ' ■ tu several ot the speakers , inoiudiug the 

tairH ki'ig. ,-vt the conclusion o“ the rally, 

1 tr i ,■ {.r».-ur.> !> Mu it art art t*i1 ulsters v/ho we re gathered together 
to /»iuul ate ri«• or their stay in Selma* 4monp those minis- 
*o;> ; th* r u -w re t h« -ev. Orloff Hiller, from Boston, 

■artssaohuf-.*;} 11 -j , /‘.v i.b the Kxeeutive Score tar of the Student 

?6®ligi its i he r i l« , and the itev. J aiue b iieeb , also from Boston, 
a ImtM.ji'ih! Hi-.ii »t oi cm tiin*>c tr-d with the American Friends 
Me r v i c •; <*>n fit i 11 e e . 

4' ter \ brief discussion, about eight or nine of 
this y roup went to 4¥al kcr ’ b Restaurant, also known as Sddle 1 p 
Place, which is basicalt a ftcgru restaurant , but does serve 
on an Integrated basts. filler f Reel) and I sat at one table 
and ate supper from approximately :30 to 7:30 P.M. 

' A/ter finishing supper, the three of us came 
out of the restaurant and paused momentarily on the sidewalk. 

I noticed an unkempt white man come to the vicinity of the 
restaurant and peer inside, presumably ’counting the house.’ 

I would describe this man as being about 40 years of age, 

5 feet 6 inches tall , slight build, and he gave the appearance 
of being a native to the area. Mo was wearing a jacket, 
probably a golfing jacket, and brown tweed-like trousers. 

If shown a photograph of this individual, I possibly could 
recognise* him. 

"The throe of us, after observing this individual, 
turned to our right toward the first intersection from the 
restaurant. As we approached the intersection, which was 
approximately one-half block from the restaurant, 1 noticed 
four or five white men crossing the street from our left. 

As they approached, they began to taunt us, calling out, 

’Hey, niggers.' At this time the Rev. Reefa was on the outer 
edge of the sidewalk, Rev. Hiller was in the center and I 
was on the inside. Rev. Reeb was slightly to the rear of 
Rev. Hiller and me. 







5fe obese tc Ignore the! r remark* ami attempted 
to continue on our tray, Tb* group of men ran at us and one 
swung a club, approximately erne ami one~.fc*l.£ to two ische* 
thick and about three to four feet long. , striking Rev. Reeb 
on the aide ©/ the head with a bard blow. Rev. Beeb im- 
■n«;f lately cc)lnpe?rd to the ei dewalk on hla beck. 

"One of the group cane after m and flailed at me; 
however. I did not suffer any Injuries other than being 
shaken up. When T looked back, other members of this group 
were kicking Rev, VIHer and Rev. Reefe, both of whom had 

been knocked tc* the eldewatfr * 


"This group of four to five white sen then disperead 
for so«»e unknown reason and headed in the direction from 
Which they had cose. I saw no one else at the inte rs e c tion 
during thin incident; however, 1 have the i mpr e ss ion that 
possibly there wort more men 1 n the area frcwj which mtr 
assailant* had coo* . 


ft 1 



'After the assailants left. Biller and l assisted 
the lev. Rceb to hie feet. We leaned against the building 
LI, where we stood for n moment recovering from the attach 
Leh had been mode upon us. lav. wilier and I put our arm* 

mt Rev. Jteeb and me proceeded around the corner of the'- 

intersection to our right to the next intersection, where 
WO again turned to the right and continued down that block 
to what X believe Is a Hegro Insurance office, which Is 
Operated by a woman active ta tfegro affairs la Selma, 
office had been pointed out to us esrller by Rev. Miller 
a sort of headquarter* for the integration movement. 


"To the best of my recollection, one of the 

attackers warn wearing a light tan poplin golf jacket mod another 
had on a bright plaid shirt. The only weapon evident to me 
wdh the stick with which Rev. Reeb wan struck. 

"Tram the inparamee office, the three of an werw 
taken to a Wegro clinic la an imbalance Which WOO farwished 
hr a negro fameral director. I believe the anna *f tbs alinic 
wan Bureau Clinic, or s omet hing similar * M b arrived at the 
ellnlc at a p pr c arl entcly fit 15 P;B*' 








into tk& ho^pita^by V the*drlvera^of ***u ****** Wft ® taketl 
treatment from hospital personnel * and received 

for approximate 1 y one hour J +Z***,™* at the c^nic 

interviewed by the Selma ** re 

i» a car driven b^Dr^ Dlnlcii/^the 11 ^^ 0 th<9 insuranc « office 
Hev. Reeb. At the clinic arrant doctor who had treated 

Hev. Reeb to tbo tatJ2£lt?So^Wn’IT ? a< ^ to adralt 
and the required $150 admission fee was obtain-rt™; ** abaaa > 
prance office throu 8 h a check mad! ouHy ££e 
Heeb was placed in an ambulance fro *\*1 V y , C * Rev * 

and Rev. Miller and 1 «?«I “f? ^ th * funeral parlor 

c ceded to leave Selma for Birmingham * ® wtm |* nce aild we pro- 
from the Selma Police follnwri , A pollce c ' Ar * I believe 

the center of town. 1 us r ° r a few Blochs through 


developed a^flat t™ € ‘ Ind^T tuxlld around 9 
a radio station located f^° U ? d and ret urned to 

telephone call was made to .Se,in a ‘1„ r 

by a green Nash Rambler'*£r Metropoli tin” ^hi h*™ followed 
hy one person. \j pon arrlval ' 'J? 11 * ttf * which was occupied 

of this car asked several e iadJo station the occupant 

Know what this drl — I - -t" 

driver told^e'*^ Ch^rnL? ar ’ 7**^" the ^bulance 

the four occupant L, »h ‘ , let i pulled »P and one of 
away, but came back In a few ,in!f„ 1 . T ’ ,e Chevrolet pulled 
the same time ae the pollce arriving at approximately 

ambulance, and In the confusion an ?, the replacement 

what questions were askeS i^ver’Vb^i: t0 T ascertain 
wiio was in the ambulance and rZ^if Jl 1 l ieve 1 Was asked 

friends^?" %*> 

presume he was oaUin* to^no" 

and proceeded lo^l^nRh^ 5?Jh^?°fMth™ P }“^“J. “ buIa,,ce 



<sur 



"VIth the exception of the white men I mentioned 
above, who earn to the restaurant as we were leaving it, 

I am unable to furnish a detailed description of the men 
who assailed us or of the men who were seen at the radio 
station during the time we were awaiting the arrival of the 
replacement ambulance, 1 do not believe that I could recog 
nisse any of these men from a photograph. 






"I have read the above statement, consist log of 
thlr> and six other pages, and it is true and correct to 
the best of my recollection, I have initialed each change 
and correction, I have Initialed each page of this statement, 

Vs/ CLARK BIRD OLSEN 


"Witnessed: 


Vs/ RICHARD F, COLUMN, 

Special Agent, FBI, Birmingham, 

Vp/ rtOBKM S. MUG AY IN, 

Spec! al Agent, FBI, Bi rmiugh*ua," 

T/iV: ■ i-->wir.'k -U i de.M ; ■ tx • c CUS( 
BIRD 0L8EN was obtained through observation and quo :lonlng: 


Manet 

Reeldence: 
Occupation: 


Race: 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weigh t t 
Build: 

Hair: 

Byes: 

Complexion t 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Bears and Marks: 
Peculiarities? 



CLARK BIRD OLSEN 
427 Yale Avenue, 

rkelfly 8, Call to: is* 
Minister - Coordinator for 
the Berkeley Fellowship 
of Unitarians 
White 
Male 
5 * 8 " 

135-140 pounds 

Slender 
Brown 

Brown 
Medium 

June 22, lt 4 33 
Boston. Maswmehttsetts 
None visible 
Wear* g lesser 
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IServ. CL43& BIRD oli^Sf was flllf wfl tty Spseial 
AflNMfcB HJCSABD F. C0UIH8 mA XtQfi&aT s. MM9» as*I so cuts 
bruises or afer&aicos «i« noted on his exasrSm- 

tion va» eaoduetod at tha conclusion of the Interview with 
Bev* QI3SH In m office located In the %)er$easey Clinic 
Building; ? University of &lataan& Medical Center, Blmiugh&si, 
at apj^oxiaaately 1:25 A*1L 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Hards 10, 


flewread C1AIBC5 012301 rolmt&rliy eoaaa&M to 
have- hie photograph ta&ea* Two bXeck «aA vhifea photographs 
0 f the frcat fjav vere ts&en, orw with la**® opaaiag «f F 22 
sad abutter speed of 100 , awS the other with leaa opcmiag 
of F3S>, shutter speed of 100* Two color ifeofeogtr-pfe* of the 
frost V**v, with 3#m OJ«oin^ sad gm&tar *p»eda the ao»e 
a« in the blast /*ad white jtatogravfc* , ./ere tafete* 

Keveread Gl£32? stated that he vs© exaaaimd by 
doctor* ot the University Hospital, asa3 did aot haw assy 

woussde or ser&a* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote March 13* 1965 . 


Reverend CLARK B. OLSEN, residing 437 Tale 
Avenue. Berkeley 8, California, telephone 527-0953, was 
Interviewed at the Univariety of Alabaea Hospital, Adminis¬ 
trative Offices, and advised he was willing to travel to 
BeIsa, Alabama, for the purpose of observing a line-up of 
persons Including several sen possibly identical with those 
persons responsible for the attack upon Reverend JAMES J. 
RKKB, Reverend OHLOFF MILLER, and hlsself, although he 
admitted being fearful for his own personal safety and 
that of Rev. MILLER. He stated at present he was so m ewhat 
reluctant to travel to thie city for the purpose of viewing 
this line-up, because having lost his eyeglasses in this 
attack, on March 9, 1965, he was unable to see clearly and 
doubted that he could make an identification without them. 
He stated an ophthalmologist at the University Hospital was 
in the process of making lenses for his temporary use. 
although he did not expect the lenees to be ready until 
about noon on March 11, 1965. 

He etated he preferred to withheld his final 
decision regarding his return to Selma until the following 
day. 


Hsv. OLSEN stated his immediate plans were uncertain, 
although within a day or two he expected to return to his 
residence and resume responsibilities as Coordinator of the 
Berkeley Fellowship within his church. 


On. 3/10/65 q* 
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Date. March 13 M 196;; 



Reverend CLARK B. OLSEN telephonic ally advised 
the Birmingham Office that he expected to depart from 
Birmingham for his residence sometime on the present date. 
He stated he had considered there might be some possfbilit 
that the assailant who attacked Reverend JAMBS J. REEB at 
Selma, Alabama, on March 9, 1965, might have been left- 
handed, particularly in view of the crushing blow which 
had been delivered with tremendous force to the left side 
of Rev. KX8B*s brain. Rev, OLSEN also stated he had re¬ 
called a fact not previously set forth by himself in a 
signed statement furnished on March 10, 1965. He si ; »d 
he recalled one of the vehicles surveiling the ambulau' • 
transporting Rev, RFEE and ethers when this ambulance 
parsed at the radio station me u Selma, Alabama, alre;- 
referred to in thir signed statement, bore the instgi 
of the Playboy C3ub, 
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3/23/65 
Date _ 


On March 22, 1S65, SAs RICHARD A. MC INTOSH and DONALD 
E. JONES interviewed Reverend CLARK BIRD OLSEN at his residence, 
427 Yale Avenue, Berkeley, California. 

At this time Reverend OLSEN was shown a display of photo¬ 
graphs of 22 individuals, from which he selected photographs of 
R. B. KELLY, ELMER L. COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE, and NAMON 
O'NEAL HOGGLE as persons who, in his opinion, closely resembled 
the men who had attacked him. Reverend ORLOFF MILLER, and 
Reverend JAMES REE3 in Selma, Alabama, on March 9, 1965. OLSEN 
identified the photograph of WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE as the man 
who had attacked him personally on March 9, 1965. 

A signed statement was obtained from Reverend OLSEN . 
at this time, regarding his identifications, and it is set 
forth verbatim below: 


"March 22, 1965 
Berkeley, California 


"I, Clark Bird Olsen, voluntarily furnish 
the following statement to Richard A. McIntosh and 
Donald E. Jones, who have identified themselves to 
me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation. 

"On the evening of March 9th, 1965, I, along 
with other Unitarian ministers from throughout the 
country, was in Selma, Alabama, to aid the Negro 
voter registration drive. Three of these ministers. 
Rev. Orloff Miller, Rev. James Reeb and I, ate 
dinner together in Walker's Restaurant. Following 
dinner, at approximately 7:30 P.M., we left the 
restaurant together, and walked toward the inter¬ 
section which was at our right as we left the 
restaurant. As we approached the intersection 
fuux 1 or 1'lvh white men came t oward us and attacked — 

us* 
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"On March 10, 1965, I furnished a detailed 
statement to Agents of the Federal Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation at Birmingham, Alabama concerning 
the above attack and all related activity at Selma. 

"On March 22, 1965 Agents McIntosh and Jones 
displayed approximately twenty photographs of 
approximately twenty individuals. Out of this display 
of photographs I selected photographs of four different 
individuals who in my opinion closely resemble the 
men who attacked myself, Rev. Orloff Miller and Rev. 
dames Reeb. 1 identified one of the men in the photo¬ 
graphs selected as the one who I believe attacked me. 
These four men were the only ones I recognized in any 
way of the approximately twenty men represented in the 
photographs. 

"In the event that my testimony in court be¬ 
comes necessary, I would be willing to travel to 
Alabama or elsewhere to testify. 

**I have read the above statement consisting 
of this and one other page and it is true and 
correct. 


f 7s/ Clark Bird Olsen 


"Witnessed at Berkeley, California by: 

"/s/ Donald E. Jones, Special Agent, F.B.I. 
"Witnessed at Berkeley, California by: 

"/s/ Richard A. McIntosh, Special Agent, F.B.I." 


5 ^ 







ORLOFT V* MILLER, 4 Hemlock Bond, Binigfcam, 
llasuchuMtt*, furnlM th« fellovlnf tlptd statement: 


"Birmingham, Alabama 
March 10 t 1065 


"I, 0RL0FF W. HILLER, hereby make the following 
free and voluntary statement to HA JAMES 8WCB MCI and 
HA THOMAS 0. MAKSFIEU) who have Identified themmelves to me 
as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

I have been advised that information being furnished by me 
could be used in a court of law. 


"Mr name is Rev. ORLOFF V. MILLER and X reside st 
4 Hemlock Road in Ulngham, Massachusetts. As a Minister mt 
Unitarian Univers allst Association with headquarters at B5 
Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, I hold the postties m 
Director of College Centere program. I arrived at Selma f 
Alabama, on March 9, 1965, by automobile from the Montgo mery, 
Alabama, Airport, having reached that location aboard Eastern 
Airlines, lly purpose in visiting Selma, Alabama, was t m~ 
fold: first, to offer assistance in strengthening the 

efforts by the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (MQLC) 
In securing voter registration rights for Negro cltisess SMS 
second, to provide a living witness of my convictions am s 
Minister of the Unitarian Universallst denomination. I 
understand from a spokesman at the University Hospital, 
Birmingham, Alabama, that Rev. JAMES J. HUS is in critical 
condition from a severe blow received on the left side of 
his head. I have known this Minister for sore than a three- 
year period and I participated with his In a march on , 

March 9, 1965, at Selma, Alabama, which wae led by The 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 


i 

i 


* 


I 


J 

* 


"Some hours after the conclusion of this parade, 

I was in the company of BSv* KKHB, as well as Rev. CLARKS 
OLSEN, and after speaking with an elderly Negro gentleman 
concerning the location of a suitable eating establishment, 
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we NlMt«d a Hegro eating place by the bam of Eddie's 
lestaurant, also know* as Walker's Cafe. As ee entered 
this establishment , X ba e sse aware that some associates 
of sine were already seated inside this cafe, possibly 
by reason of the location of this restaurant within a 
block distance froa the office of SCXC. One such associate 
was Dr. MM JACK. Director of the Departaent cf Social 
lespoasibl 11 ty of the 011 A, and these others! GERALD KXYCK, 
director of Liberal Delicious Students of Boston; BATH 
001*8 . Sinister of thin denomination near Washington, D.C. I 
and RICHARD BASK. Sinister of the First Universalis* Church 
at Chlcaco, Illinois. Service was slow in this cafe and 
Curing u period of delay, X telephoned ay wife and I recall 
leaving this restaurant approximately 7:00 p.n., and standi 
outside waiting for ay two associate* to meet ne. I beli< 
during the short period I stood outside, Rev* REED nade a 
phone call, possibly a long-distance one. 


X have soon recollection of a negro male at this 
tine who walked near ne and who attracted ny attention 
because of hie injured eye. From the cafe we turned right 
and approached the corner; I also recall wondering if we 
were going in the right direction. 


"About thin tins, X wan aware that to the left 
and nearly parallel to un, four or five white sales ware 
Moving between parked cars and crossing the street in our 
general direction. At least one of these persona hollered 
out *Hey, you Riggers’, and these or similar words were 
repented. The three of no eeoeed to quicken our pace to 
the corner and *ien we reached that location, the sen were 
ismedlately behind us* 


"lev. RJEKB occupied a position nearest to the 
street aaAX was first aware that he was struck apparently 
at the left side of his head In a resounding blow. It 
occurs to ne now that tho sound of the blow suggested he 
had been struck with a heavy object, believed te be wooden 
as a result of which he was knocked to the ground. An he 
fall, he was lying on him back, and wan either struck or 
kicked and thin occurred either while I was in the process 
of placing myself in n prone position or while I wan lying 
in such a position. I remember hearing some of the men 






f 1 

& 





BH 44-1232 


U^o S ^X£r’ he tZlTitl ’“ OW y ° U k “°" —» it feels 

position was InsflLuve ^thou^ to the prone 

Instruction concerning hi» tr J * hat day receive 

one. Also I recall fn^eT Crowh when attacked by some 
feet so I inL^lWl^ ““ •‘-< 0 , 

data concerning these'attackerr" 1 **! tl Bt>eci fi *' '• descriptive 
appears to be singled out t n ™' although one Individual 

facial charact“r?Iucs :L beTnol?'/ #S ' b " 1,9v(? hl « 

are based upon only fragments or ^arenes^ "'Press ions 

™W* »*h lndlVldUal h « d « stocky SuT?d stood ^l” * * 

zipped jacket* 6 Hin^hUr“ to* b “,Taid “ t P 'Tl t* V 8 tan 
l am uncertain whether Rev m *"aZ * night, not curly. 

I believe so Be * ,U of« £?“ “ aS 8t ™* "«* K™u„d. 

shouted for help and ooenthi * cr l and [ may have 

agony. P Possibly ray associates shouted a s In 

«re beaten*by°these att^kera' tb2V"L '*' wh *“ - 
recall being both qumrietwH suddenly left and I 

departure. T£tlSsiSL*!! 1 * vod at I"*** 

assisting Rev. rjekb' who ^?fh fh* IS /<?et and re<ai 1 

Rev. 0L8BN. was able to inik^ttH “ dd f d assistance of 
All of us felt that vn considerable difficulty. 

as poaeiblc because 5 .'Vtt V thl » *«**tJnn afi ’ 
-dical help was Seeded. rS '" iRht rRt,,rn nnd berause 


incoherent. TJ hat ^ v * *»*»» »« 
his speech was i! Se^JtL^T" eBCln * * r ** X ; >J •’ 
During this period as we walked ♦ r! re jsrks or ,■*. • ^ 
held a small amount of coMvsriati on and° ' fl ° €f * U ' ’ 
own need for medical attention? ^ ‘ ' 

a^CSfttKS.-STA.'S" - 
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* Inside the SCLC Office, Mrs, DIANE BEVEL, wife 
Of JAMES BEVEL, assisted us and made calls to locate an 
ambulance* She was unable to obtain an ambulance immediately 
so I offered to walk down several doors on the same street 
we had traveled, having observed ambulances parked in this 
location, I believe the name of the company was the Miller 
Ambulance Service, and eventually. Rev, REEB was moved by 
stretcher into one of their ambulances. Ttoe time Interval 
at tills point from the time of the attack was possibly 
13 minutes. 

The route the ambulance followed on the way to 
the Burwell Infirmary at Selma, Alabama, was past the area 
where the attack had taken place, I recall Rev, OLSEN 
remarking that he wished to stop and search for his eye 
glasses which apparently had fallen during the attack. 

There appeared to be several persons In this area and a 
determination was made that the ambulance continue without 
stopping. Mention is made of this circumstance because as 
the ambulance slowed in speed at the location of the attack, 

I observed an Individual described as a white male, age 50 
to 60, 5 *10* to 11", having thin hair, standing at this loca¬ 
tion. On seeing this individual at this time, I was suddenly 
reminded that earlier. Just before the attack, I had observed 
this individual walking toward our general direction as we 
came from the restaurant. 

After a time, we arrived at the infimary mentioned 
and Rev. REEB was carried inside this clinic. At this point, 
he was incoherent, and I recall observing that his condition 
must have deteriorated somewhat. Nurses took necessary 
action to serve this patient and a call was made for a physician. 
After a short time, this doctor arrived and, from an examina¬ 
tion of the pupils of Rev. REEB*o eyes. Informed us that 
this patient should immediately be placed in the hands of 
a neurosurgeon. Shortly before this an initial examination, 
according to this doctor, had not indicated an abnormality 
In R v. REEB's pupils. ' ^ 

Daring this time, a nurse at this infirmary asked 
If a police report had been filed and since It had not. 


* 


3fc 
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two policemen of the Selma Police Department were called 
to the hospital. I remember a senior officer, age approxi¬ 
mately 50, waa named E1LIS0N, and that a junior officer, 
in his 30*s, had a scar on his right cheek. I also recall 
that Rev. OLSEN asked if an escort would be provided and 
remember his being told that none would be provided. 

Following the filing of the police report. Rev. 
REEB waa again placed in an ambulance and this time, we 
acco&panled the Negro physician who drove in his car to 
the 5CI£ Office, this time to obtain a check for $150.00, 
because as he and I understood, this would be a requirement 
before Rrv. REEB could be admitted at University Hospital. 

"Finally, we were able to leave Selma, AlaLama, - 
approximately 8:45 p.m,, and had'traveled outside of the 
city limits on the highway leading to Birmingham when a 
tire Oi the vehicle became flat. The driver ox" the ambulance 
turned the vehicle about and returned in the direction of 
Selma, traveling about three miles with the tire flat. We 
reached a small radio station where the driver located a 
telephone and arranged for a replacement ambulance to arrive. 

'Around this time, I observed that a turquoise jk 
Rambler Metropolitan, carrying a white male in his late / > 

20*s, followed closely behind us. This person honked his' 
horn which appeared to be acknowledged from a service station 
possibly a store across the highway. As we parked in front 
Oi this radio station, the Metropolitan vehicle departed and 
returned a number of times, apparently checking upon our 
circumstances. A number of other vehicles, possibly curiosity 
seekers, stopped in the area while we were parked at that 
location* After a time, the replacement ambulance arrived 
from Selma, Alabama, followed by a vehicle of the Selma 
Police Department and Rev. REEB was transferred from one 
ambulance to the other. 

"During the period that followed, we three remained 
in the replacement ambulance and the vehicle of the Selma 
Police Department departed. A determination was then made 
that an escort vehicle was needed before we should travel 
to Birmingham, Alabama. X recall the Negro physician sent 
for his personal automobile to be brought so that it could 
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act as our escort. A time lapse of at least 15 minutes 
occurred while we waited for the escort vehicle. During 
this lapse of time, a vehicle carrying officers of the 
Dallas County, Sheriff's Office arrived and at least 
four deputies surrounded the ambulance, flashed their 
lights about, demanded to know the circumstances of our 
presence and generally conveyed the impression of hostility 
to the point that Rev. OLSEN, as well as myself, considered 
their actions in the form of intimidation. Information was 
furnished briefly concerning our circumstances and from 
cocanents made by the Deputies, I felt that they were appar¬ 
ently aware of the attack which previously had been reported 
to the Selma Police Department. Quite frankly, we were all 
fearful of this Sheriff's Office and believed that we could 
expect the worst from the deputies. Even so we requested 
an escort from the Sheriff's Office and was told that none 
would be furnished. 

"After these Deputies departed and the escort 
vehicle had arrived, we traveled to Birmingham, Alabama, 
receiving assistance possibly from an Alabama State 
Trooper for a few miles Just before we entered the inter¬ 
state highway. Approximately 11:00 p.ra., we arrived at 
the University Hospital where Rev. REEB, as well as myself, 
received medical assistance. 

am unable to say whether or not I would be 
able to recognize any of the assailants if ever I should 
confront then again* 

t? I have read the above nine page statement and 
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Vs/ ORLQFF W . KILLER 


IASI 


"Witnesses: M /a/ JAMES ROtCE PECK, Special Agent, FBI, 

Birmingham, Ala., 3/10/65. 

"/»/ THOMAS G. MANSFIELD, Special Agent, FBI, 
Birmingham, Ala., 3/10/65.' 
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The following background information and 
descriptive data was obtained through,observation and 
interview: 


Mame: 

Sex: 

Race: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Height: 

Weight: 

Hair: 

Eyes: 

Marital Status: 
Children: 

Wife: 

Education: 


Position: 
employment 5 


GRLOFF W .MILLER 

Male 

White 

August 8, 1931 
Boston, Massachusetts 
5*U ** 

I65 pounds 

Brown 

Hazel 


Married 

Two minor children 
MARY JAKE 

Received Bachelor of 


acred Theology Degree, 
Boston University, 1956 
(ordained aa minister, 

1954) 


Minister 

Director of College Centers 
program of Unitarian 
Unlversallst Association, 
25 Beacon Street, 

Boston, Massachusetts 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


March 10, 1965 


Observation of the person of Reverend CJRLOFF 
tf. KILL SR, 4 hemlock hoed, Eingham, Massachusetts, at the 
diversity Hospital, Administrative Offices, revealed a 
d±acolo*& and swollen area at the right forehead, circular 
in shape, approximately 2* in diameter. Also a marking, 
an abrasion or cut was observed extending as a line down¬ 
ward from the scalp for about 2j w to* point midway between 
this poraoifs eyebrows. Also a somewhat reddened area was 
observed at the base of his scalp, near the neck, slightly 
to the right of center of the neck. A reddened marking 
or abrasion on the outer left forearm, between the wrist 
and elbow, was observed, in irregular shape, about 1 V* 
in diameter. 

m additional injuries or markings were apparent 
on this person. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


March 13 f 1965 


Reverend OSLOFF W. MILLER, residing 4 Hemlock 
Road, FIugham, Massachusetts, telephone RI 9-9856, vta 
interviewed in the Administrative Offices of the University 
of Alabama Hospital, and advised as follows: 

He stated he was agreeable to traveling to Selma, 
Alabama, In order to observe a line-up of persons including 
several men who may have been responsible for the injuries 
sustained by Reverend JAMES J. HERB, as well as the beating 
received by himself in that city, on March 9, 1965. He 
explained because of his experiences there, he wss fearful 
of returning, although he was willing to do so In order 
that the interests of the Federal Government might be served 
in this matter. He added that those persons responsible for 
the attsek should be made to answer for their actions. He 
preferred to withhold his final decision regarding his return 
to Selma until the following day. 

He stated since being previously interviewed during 
the early morning of March 10, 1965. his head has caused him 
some pain in the region of his right forehead, and he has 
taken aspirin for the pain. He stated a radiologist of the 
University Hospital had taken ns x-ray of his skull approxi¬ 
mately 15 minutes before this Interview. He stated he had 
not been advised of the x—ray results as of the present. 

Rev. MILLER stated he expected to return to his 
Boston residence on March 11, 1965, although plans were 
indefinite at this time. 


ft 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

3/24/65 

Date____ 


On 22, 1965 Mr, O&LOFF W* SOU®! wms lutwvUwi^ 

at which tin© he fu^stiahad In'which was rudomd 
to the for® of a typewritten statement. 

this aipeft st&tesftaat wma moo available to itev* iGttXSR on 
>fjstrsh 23, 1945, at which time ho read the 
acknowledged it to b© tm and correct and affixed hie 
alpatur® thonat©. This statement reads as follows: 

" v iareh 22, V$h$ 

Bestow, Si agaakaatta 

*3, :vov* Orleff W* Millar, laftk* tfe* following 
atatesNcI to Barnard T* 14c Cabe and Arthur F* Hodgaas 
t&© have Monti fied themselves to tm && Bpeeial *&mtat 
of the Federal Bureau of Invent lotion. I live at 
4 Bmloek uoa4> £$a a aaeimsat t.s« 

*1 arrived Mi Mm, Alftlam at i^pdatteif 
9*00 au*u on 5%»rab % 196$. I had traveled by plans to 
the Tsmfcgm*?? Airport and then traveled by ear to Balm* 

I recall that in this auto with m was Henry Easton, a 
staff fseaher of tins Unifcarlaa Utaivernal!at AsscKilationj 
Mrs* Kaauath ib*a* of the First Unitarian Church, Svanstres, 
Illinois, and Kr. cohort Miler, .sscutlvo Director of 
bagman’s Leagst* verbalist}. Txm Mtaafltil# 

transpertattm was furnished by the imithom Christian 
Leadership Conference (BCLC) . Os* arriving in Mm wss 
wont directly to Brown Chapel triers a huge crowd had gathered. 
We wore told by someone to go to the baptist Charoh cm iylvaa 
Street stiiah «© did, again traveling by auto, viiere we 
unleaded our luggage and placed it in tire church. 

*J&mmaah as there wee a rally in progress at 
the Brawl Chapel, X miked back to that area. ®*i* me 
one of fear rallies that 1 attended that day, _ all of which 
were mr& or less connected and the four rallies tfcst I 
attended could be regarded as four sessions* 3«sat# of thee© 
rallies were inside Broun Chapel and asm outside. 
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"At .Ifchsi* th» first or aaoonu r*Uy toat r^Wflr 1 * 
I heard John Lewis and Janet Poi’essan of tae ' 

Ooordlnatiae Sossaittee. Also, at one of these wOlies, wo 
were iiver. wet* advice by some of tfto local people i B l' T" 
boat to defend oui-aelvea. Bi.ss poo^o tnav 
were local people “Who had boon through these boating 

tear gassing. 

"At lunch time I Joined two other *5i mfcoMn 

we ate In a cafeteria across the street free the largo downtown 
hotel in Solaa. the two otter winiators vlth no var* 

Bio liar. Ford Lewis of the ?»«t TMitarian doolety, 
bacranenfco, California, and the ^ev* Jacit Baylor, Unitarian 
Lhivarsalist thorch, 309 West Grew Street, Crhana, Uliaols. 
(Hxr lunch at this restaurant was without incident. 

loft this restaurant at approximately 
1:00 p.a. and instead of going directly hack to ^rowa 
Chapel we took a circuitous route so that wo could sec 
the Dallas County Courthouse* We did not ace fee court- 
house but noticed feat the perking lot of ^ 

Church contained a great many oar a helon^ng to ^teiroopers. 
We eventually returned to Brown Chapel and again **** 

reins cat both inside and outside the church. I rocalled 
hearing James Foreman and John Lewis speak and ^xae Kev. 

Inertia Luther King also spoke at approximately 3*Q0p« r ’ i * 

At feat thso we all left Brown Chapel and wont out into 
fee street and lined up to begin our march to Montgomery. 

!he march eventually got under way and w© proceeded toward 
fee bridge crossing fee Alabama River and crossed over 
this bridge to fee other aide. The route was lined on 
both aides by Troopers, Deputy Sheriffs and aceie other 
law enforcement officers. When we got to the other side 
there was a confrontatlcn and some discussion was had at 
fee head of the ooluwi, following which fee marcher* turned 
around and began to return to Selma. We rnrehed to Brown 
ahanol and there was another rally going on outside. The 
Rev. rjtrtin Luther Xing was addressing the crowd and explained 
uhy we had turned back. 
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**•*8 the afternoon wr< -at*? ri0 InQuii'y 

ms ma* or V XlA «aaw, whbes identity ms not *»*♦«* 
to m* about a reatasfcpmit in *&ich *“*DuId b* a f?ooa 
to eat own evening weal* Ha snagge-ste^ that vs go to uno 
•XLC office aoroaa frosa the City Hell end X underhand ^tlsat 
this van in Boynton's iaijuranae Uaeipeny* Txu& group .*e^ «s*>ue 
or* ahead ©: as as X has to ;aa&# a telephone call* ^ * 
awntuaUr aau#t up with the »roup a soupl* of biootek 
we r»ftflh«4s tho XT,C office. 2© the beat of say recoiloction, 
Clar* B. 03Uen we 3 in this group and X rather thin* must ^ 
fho w. -.*. Jestes <3. fieeb was also in the £J*f>up. Wa Inquired 
of ftu elderly gentlemen in tho :r;LC for ^ 

S&i* a®a did not know us end asked i-- ws wished to eat I- 
& piece »af jra«? own .kind*. X told Ma* ’not neeeaaar*^- _ 
jgod }is? feereupca* said that * '^ddl* * £ place* l* r ‘ a S 00 ^ place 

lo -;c peiat immrmn pm w ifeftfe the J^ML.. 

sheubod that th/1 a place would have a *te» on it w'tt, 

it aw Walker*8. X would say that **.«:* we arrlvstv at * 

it was afecmt 6:00 p.n. Wo ^ to ^lker*s and it wn jw 
crowded and *» had i*w difficult:; gettiag mitoe «• * 

jay that we were in the restaurant far about an hour *&<* * * 

^Htev* J{U‘?e3 J# Boob av.d B©v* Clark hi.ru 01 aep 
dined with m and we had a table to oursolves. I would 
£*ir our evening neal wet# without incident . I race — 

Virnt ahiU X wa# in the restaurant, if it beoanca neeeewy 
to exactly fit the tints, that X teloj«u»i*d «§* frma 
Phone booth Isolde the rssteur^it* > &*'- ^ »^*.i g o&,*JL a* ^#r 
wy order Had been taken but before X 3»aO jo-an served • 

**« tho evening mo&X. i:-vi snuch as the reets&Jr&nt 
WMI I loft a fev miisutea before ^ ^ 

aw; ‘ e»s in order to & out si da and Hsyre a cig&r. a 
would aaty this wat 3«se tino orotsri. 7:1. ?•»• J »»« outaio* 
rtndS £sT*eTod scr cigar fos % a abort vh:11«. I spec ioaixy 
recall”that tfo street wse very ffuiot peaceful a:>o, lx* 
fsctp it* war s.e quiet 12s at 1 could h#zv tae tra*fie e-dsoei 
mehn^i 'Si in a ne#: -by control hr./-. I v&3 joined 
theroamr by Clark Olsen and a few :ninute» later Her* 

Jitseb omw out sad I understand that the reason that M ms 
delayed briefly waa because He haul aade a telephone o^.ti. 
to hie* wife. I had never boon to this restaurant before* 
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«X recall that ®®at®d *fe r*»ar~by tahlaa in 
•fiita Matawvvnli tars Da?* iwar J'&ok* DisNwsteu** po^rtmont 

Boston* i && g^uaatta , and Xh® Bbv* r.ri^A &£ .^lboraX 

Religious Stu^smta, ^4 K**lbttt>®«$3 3fc*®®fc, 3®ateon» t3ft4MMfo2£»tta« 


'^iipaelal Axamfca IteOfeb® and Hodgpwi hava ®2&lbit®d 
to vm & wiu of iflurtosMtftft and. from tha»a mve *»l®etod 
a MAnstto uhioh teas* o« tha *w«r*o aide m* nam 

2oSr i* Casfc, By my of j^lmmtisn, Jww 

Clark CPUsm rnd I ms* WJUdttE &«&/ p 1 ® *•****»•«*♦ 

Xt ®&g iiOM dUtt?i£* th© stNit X b wt&T® X^t and our 
atteaU®® m* attracted by y®XXl»| sowatoxa^^^w 

t&ey* you al|Jg©J? 3 * &r word a to tn&t oi^oot* - looivoa up *^! 

mm »®w«X ladlvldmls s^o&ehing u« and i mt mm 
^ood X©&& at on® of thorn tefor* I tofcppad to a arouoh^k* 
: £ota$im to protect myself. xte ^©tes***®** »* L : ;;°® k 

Xeaks* most ifiss my roeoliaction of th» X®ad pjM?aan «<* 

Mmt tb® ofcr®«fc* X tev® »1 sp aa&astad mother ^?Sf% 
beans ©r* tte tmeartm aid® tfo® b&es® of B*&85* 0 *>mX 
p* ilao too U*C iaairi-ival -saulas *c*»e atrset 

r * ... ^ 91 * 1 ®*#®® T. * yftM t 


i j j; ^ ii f n f X WwWlwWwvw w w ^* ■— — — - — ***'. 

'hut uot quit® as lattfifc as £h® fhofc® of Sla»r I** 
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*X have Ida® Yt«*®d a rjfeotop^pb ^iah tew?* On tbo 
2*©iPfiu’0® si<i® tte nasi© of iXtXlx&H xtanXay ®nd j^-i © 

X oamu>i idftatlfy him X f®«X «wW» that X am nin befar® 

in jeXm tfe&t day* 


KSIm of th«»« *®n xn in WLIbvp*® rost«ta^ x*U® 
vo -<ior© aatimtjr t® t’.i® be^t of J*V 3«n®«l®d^* bnoa X 
out ^ «h® .FoSWant and ms MvAas my elg^ # X do not 
?«&& 1 X. nosing ^b®» in th® Tloinity. 


*1 hatro 7®®d tfe® ab®r» ToXimt^r/ sswi 

23 Si‘ros ^blah la tvm to it* boat of ny ?®«soXXocon * * h®f® 

te&md mmh P&m initialod m? mpxmtimz. 


/*/ ^OrXoff W* $U1«» 


X 
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Ar&m' F. nod®m*> 3p*eial Agaat, 
F*B*I*» Boatwttt lfafts*»29Kr« 23* X96f> 

*witn9**} Swwwflpd T* IfeCaM, Jpooial Am&t, 

rjBUX* v Basts©# ?&*«•»&#*& 53# 1965" 


Ha 1 ?. 8XUUS3 #fc*t«4 &© whOA bo wUXlztg to testify at saay txm 
with s*»s*jj®et to this mtt*;*# 
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Date March. 16 a 1965 


Miss NANCY JEWEL PARKER* age 20, Secretary of Dallas 
County Voters League located in the Boynton Insurance Agency 
office at 21 Franklin Street* home address Route 5* Box 184* 

Selma* Alabama* advised that she was working in her office with 
DIANE BEVEL answering the phone during the evening of March 9* 

1965. She stated that she usually leaves the office at 5 p.m. 
but on that particular night was working late* primarily 
answering the telephone. She said that between 7 and 7:30 p.m., 
exact time undetermined* three white men came into the office* 
two of whom were helping the third who appeared to be in pain, 
although she at this time could not see any injuries. One 
of those helping assist the third man was injured over one eye 
and either had a bruise or blood at the injured area. They told 
her that they were ministers and one said that the most injured 
minister had been attacked by unknown persons and they had come from 
Walker*s Cafe and wanted to get a doctor to examine him immediately. 

She said at this point DIANE BEVEL came from the rear office 
to the front office where the ministers were to see what was going 
on and immediately went back into the hack room where she attempted 
to call Anderson*s Ambulance but was unable to get them right away. 

She said Mrs. BEVEL then telephoned the Burwell Infirmary to 
advise them that she was sending an injured man over there. 

She stated that she does not know any of the ministers 
by name and had never seen them before or since. 

She stated that she then remembered that Mrs. BEVEL had 
been unable to get an ambulance by phone so Miss PARKER accompanied 
one of the ministers* believed to be Reverend MILLER, to the 
corner of Alabama and Franklin Avenue to Millers Funeral Home where 
she got an ambulance and driver to come to the insurance office. 

The most injured minister was then placed on a stretcher and put 
into the ambulance and the other two ministers entered the 
ambulance and departed for the infirmary. 

She stated that there was so much excitement and confusion 
that she does not clearly recall what occurred but does recall 
that one minister mentioned that they had been beaten up by five or 


n„ 3/1S/65 at _Sfilma*_Alabaina,___File # MO 44-1233 


SAs RICHARD BUCARO and 

RICHARD A, HARDOCK/kzh _ Date dictated 3/16/65 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 



^7 













2 

MO 44-1233 


six men near Walker ’s Cafe and that he had lost his glasses«, 
She recalled that the most injured minister kept asking the 
other two when they were going to get a doctor 0 She said the 
whole incident took only a few minutes and after the ministers 
departed she and Mrs. BEVEL returned to their business and 
did not telephone the police. 

She said that everything was quiet on the street and 
she did not see anyone outside and has no further information 
regarding this matter. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date Mar ch 



Mrs, DIANE BEVEL was interviewed at the Boynton Insurance 
Company s 21 Franklin Streets at which time she stated that she 
is the Assistant Administrator of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) and resides at 208 3rd Avenue, 
Birmingham;, Alabama. 

She said on the evening of March 9* 1965, she was 
working in the Boynton Insurance office space and at an undetermined 
time three men came into the office who identified themselves as 
Reverend REEB, Reverend MILLER and Reverend OLSEN, who were complete 
strangers to her. She could only approximate the time as 8 p.m. 
when they arrived She stated that Reverend REEB was assisted by 
one of the other ministers and he immediately sat down on the 
couch. One other minister, believed to be Reverend MILLER, had some 
red bruises around the head area and the other minister had no 
visible injuries. Reverend MILLER told her that they had been 
attacked and that Reverend REEB had been struck on the head with 
a club. She said she attempted to call an ambulance from the 
Anderson Ambulance Service but was unable to get one and NANCY 
PARKER ? another girl in the office, went to the corner of Alabama 
and Franklin Streets where she got an ambulance to come from the 
Miller 9 s Funeral Home. The ambulance came very quickly and Reverend 
REEB insisted that he could walk but they put him on the stretcher 
and placed him in the ambulance which she directed to the Burwell 
Infirmary. She said she then telephoned the infirmary advising 
them that an injured man was being brought to them for immediate 
treatment. 


She stated that approximately one-half hour later Dr. DINKINS, 
whose office is above the Boynton Insurance office,called her from 
the infirmary advising that they had to take Reverend REEB to 
Birmingham and needed $150 for admittance fee. She wrote a check 
on funds of the SCLC and a short time later Reverend MILLER came 
by and picked up the check and departed and she has not seen any 
of them since that time and has no further recollection of this 
matter„ 
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Data ^ 2 ?/ 65 


Mr. BENJAMIN J. MILLER*, ©wow ©f Miller's Funeral Service* 1220 
Alabama Avenue*, advised that during the evening of Marsh 9* 1965* just before 
dark three white men stopped at his place of business and inquired for directions to 
a colored cafe* but did not specify any particular cafe. MILLER send h© directed 
them to the 100 block of Washington Street advising them that there were two Negro 
cafes In that block. 

He stated that between 7sQ0 and 8;00 p„m* that evening* a colored 
lady* name unknown* possibly Mrs. BEVEL* from Boynton Insurance Agency* one 
half block down the street* cane into his office and asked horn if he could take three 
men to the hospital* ©n of whom had been beaten over the head. He said he immediately 
drove his ambulance down to Boynton's Office ©n Franklin Street* where he found three 
white men In the office. He identified photographs of Reverend MILLER and Reverend 
OLSEN as two of the men who did net seem to be injured and the other he knew as 
Reverend REEi. He stated that Reverend REEB appeared to be in pain and was holding 
his head while the other two ministers were holding him seated on a desk. He said 
the other two ministers tried to get Reverend REEB ©n to the ambulance cot* but REEB 
did not seem to know what was going on and appeared not to want to get onto the 
ambulance cot. He said the other two men hod to hold him in the cot while they put 
him in the ambulance. 

He said one of the ministers told him to take them to a colored 
hospital and Mrs. BEVEL consequently told him to take them to Burwell Infirmary. 

He stated that as he started off* one of the ministers asked him to drive pest the 
intersection of Washington Street and Selma Avenue as he wanted to look for his 
glasses. He said he drove the ambulance north to Walker's Cafe at the intersection 
of Selma Avenue and Washington Street* but the two ministers saw four to six white 
men standing near the Silver Moon Cafe and they all decided it would be best not 
to stop as the ministers appeared to be afraid. 

Mr. MILLER said he could not recognize any of the white men standing 
on the corner as his attention was directed to driving the ambulance. __ 
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He stated that the three ministers made no comment on the way 
to Burwell Infirmary that he could recall, but they did dose the curtains of the 
ambulance as they appeared to be afraid,, Upon arrival at Burwell Infirmary, they 
unloaded Reverend REEB and took him directly to the Emergency Room. 

MILLER stated they were at Burwell Infirmary for 15 to 20 minutes 
while Mrs. ANDERSON, the owner of the hospital, tried to locate a Dr. JENKINS, 
He stated that when they arrived in tbe*,, : Emergency Room, Reverend REEB got off 
of the ambulance cot by himself but they picked him up and placed him on the 
emergency table. He said he did not hear Reverend REEB say anything at all during 
the entire trip. 


Mr. MILLER said that he departed the hospital at this point and 
could furnish no further Information regarding the trip to the hospital, 

MILLER stated that he believed It is possible that the three men 
to whom he gave directions to the colored cafe were Reverends MILLER, REEB, 
and OLSEN^ however, he could not be absolutely certain. 

Photographs of ELMER L COOK, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, 
R.B. KELLY, end WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE were displayed to Mr. MILLER 
who stated that he could not recognize them as any persons he knew or saw in 
the vicinity of Washington Street and Selma Avenue at any time. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


March 10, 19^5 

Dote_ 


MAHIUS J.AJ*ma*50tf, 1413 3 j*J Aveoue, Selma, 
Alabama, advised that tea wb the driver of the ambulance 
originally starting with Reverend JAMES HO from Selma 
• to Bins Ingham, Alabama; however, his ambulance had a 
blowout near Radio Station WCWC, and they switched ambu- 
lances at this point. CHARLES WILLIAMS, 709 Philpot 
Avenue, Selma, Alabama, was the driver of the second 
ambulance from Selma to Birmingham* AMDRRSOW stated 
he accompanied WILLIAMS, as well as Reverends MILLER and 
msm taSa ambulance fra» Selma to Birmingham, Alabama. 


AMDERSOM said tteat when they were stopped near 
Radio Station WOWC, switching ambulances, a car with three 
white sen, a 1963 Chevrolet, impale, four door, white over 
dark bottom, with a trailer hook on the rear, came ^ to 
the ambulance and wanted to . know what was going ott.AMDBREON 
said that JOHN SOUTH, white male, who is the manager of 

Bread Company, Selma, came up to tlaasbulance to see 
what was going and was believed tohava observed these 
three unknown Individuals. He said neither be w>r 
knew these three white »en, and dueto their «**“*•* . 
inquiry, he did r*ot believe everything was Just right. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date March 16 1965 


1 

Mr, MARIOS ANDERSON, Administrator, Burwell Infirmary, 
508 Philpot Streets stated that he was notified at approximately 
7?30-7:45 p.ra. on March 9, 3965, by WALTER (UTO), an employee 
of the Anderson Funeral Home,, which is an organization connected 
with the Burwell Infirmary, that a call had been received from the 
Boynton Insurance Office indicating that there was an injured 
patient there who needed to be brought to the infirmary, ANDERSON 
stated that he immediately drove an ambulance to the Boynton 
Insurance Company but found that BEN J* MILLER of the Miller Funeral 
Service bad been there a few minutes earlier and picked up the 
patient and was en route to the Burwell Infirmary, Upon returning 
to the infirmary Mr, ANDERSON found three ministers, one of whom 
- wa s Reverend REEB, and another who gave him a calling card in the 
name of Reverend ORLOFF V. MILLER. They were all in the emergency 
room arranging some attention for Reverend REEB and Reverend MILLER 
who had been injured on the forehead and was bleeding. 

He stated further that Reverend REEB had been injured on 
the left side of the head over the temple and may have been bleeding 
slightly. The third minister, name unrecalled, had no apparent 
injuries. He stated that he asked Mrs, BLANCHE COWAN, Nurse 
Supervisor, to call the police, which she did, and within five or 
six minutes Officer ELLISON and another policeman arrived, and 
obtained a written report from the other two ministers as 
Reverend REEB was in no condition to talk. 

Dr. W,B. DINKINS arrived shortly and examined Reverend 
REEB, the most injured patient, and while Reverend REEB was being 
x-rayed he examined Reverend MILLER. 

Dr. DINKINS after examining Reverend REEB ordered that he 
be immediately removed to the University Hospital at Birmingham, 
Alabama and made arrangements by phone with that hospital for a 
neurosurgeon to be available. 

Reverend MILLER and the other minister departed for the 
Boynton Insurance Company office where they were to obtain money 
from Mrs. BEVEL for the entrance fee to the University Hospital. 
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Between 8:20 and 8:30 p. m.,Mr. ANDERSON assisted by LEE CHAPMAN, 
a male nurse, loaded Reverend REEB into an ambulance and departed 
for the Boynton Insurance Company where they picked up the other 
two ministers and Dr. DINKINS and proceeded on towards 
Birmingham. He recalled that Reverend REEB at this time was 
unconscious. Approximately three miles out of Selma the 
ambulance developed tire trouble on Highway 22 at 8:35 p.m. He 
and Dr. DINKINS decided it would be easier to obtain a different 
ambulance than to repair the tire so they turned back several 
miles to the WGWC Radio Station located approximately at the 
city limits where he called the Williams Funeral Home for another 
ambulance. The other ambulance arrived in approximately 10-15 
minutes driven by CHARLES A. WILLIAMS and they transferred Reverend 
REEB to the new ambulance. Mr, ANDERSON and the other two 
ministers rode in the ambulance while Dr. DINKINS rode in his own 
automobile behind the ambulance with JAMES PRITCHETT, his driver, 
who bad been summoned by phone from the radio station. 

Mr. ANDERSON stated that they arrived at University 
Hospital, Birmingham, at approximately 11 p.m., where Reverend 
REEB was taken into the emergency room. While Reverend REEB 
was being treated the other two ministers told him they had 
been at Walker's Cafe on Washington Street in Selma for dinner and 
left intending to walk back to Brown’s Chapel and proceeded down 
in that direction. They told him that they heard some people 
jeering them from across the street and Reverend MILLER specifically 
said that upon looking around he saw four or five men approaching 
them from across the street at the point where they reached the 
vicinity of the Silver Moon Cafe at the corner of Washington 
and Selma Streets. Reverend MILLER told him that Reverend REEB 
did not look around at the men approaching and he was struck from 
behind with a club of some sort not further identified. Reverend 
MILLER told him that he possibly could identify the attackers but 
there was so much excitement and they turned their attention upon 
Reverend REEB who was knocked down to assist him and did not 
observe where the attackers went to from the attack scene. Mr. 
ANDERSON said he could furnish no further information regarding 
this attack. 
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Mr. ANDERSON advised that records of the Burwell 
Infirmary show that at 7t 45 p„m e , March 9, 1965, Reverend JAMES 
REEB was brought in for emergency treatment complaining of pain 
of the head and his blood pressure was taken and found to be 
140 over 100 0 

Dr„ DINKINS arrived and examined the patient ordering 
x-rays. X-ray incomplete as patient moved. Patient went unconscious 
in x-ray room, started vomitting and went into convulsions slightly 
and stiffening of the extremities. Dr. DINKINS then ordered the 
patient transferred to University Hospital and ice bag applied to 
patients head for trip. 

Mro ANDERSON stated that the emergency record book shows 
the following information; 

"James Reeb - Bos ton, Massachusetts, age 38, 
blood pressure 140 over 100, bruises on head - 
hit with club. 

Orloff Miller - Boston, Massachusetts, age 33, 
blood pressure 160 over 100, bruises on head - 
bit with club, skull contusions. 

Clark Olsen - San Francisco, California, age 31 
(lost glasses). 

Dr. Dinkins called and came - examined these 
patients„ X-rayed. James Reeb became unconscious - 
vomitting - transferred to University Hospital, 

Birmingham - possible cerebral concussion - 
contusions and lacerations". 


5S~ 


FD-302 (Rev. 4-15 64 ] 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


nmh 10, 1965 


Doctor U, B.DINKINS, office at 2l£ Franklin 
Street, iieliaa, Alabama, reel250? Eteredge Avenue, 
Selma, Alah&fta, adviaed that he waa accompanied by JAKES 
PHICHETT, 513 Winter Avenue, Salma, Alabama, in his ear, 
which followed the ambulance carrying Reverend JMS' 

RKSB from jplma to Bimingharrt. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


£j atc March 16 , 1965 _ 

1 

Dr. WILLIAM B. DINKINS, home address 250? Ether edge Avenue, 
Selma, was interviewed at his office located at 21J Franklin Street, 
Selma, and furnished the following information; 

Between 8; 15 and 8^20 p.:m t9 March 9, 1965, he received a 
telephone call at his home. DINKINS stated that his wife answered 
the telephone call, Upon hanging up she told him that someone was 
hurt at the hospital and that he had been requested to come there 
as soon as possible. DINKINS knew nothing further concerning the 
incident and the individuals involved at this time. 

DINK.INS a rr 1 ved at »>>.Bi* ■ we l ■ X nf • rma ry ( hospita 1) a t 
approximately 8;30 p.m., at which Lime. b* : observed three white 
ministers, one named RKEB, one named M!.W»FP and the other one 
unknown, Nurse CALEB, Mrs. ANDERSON (owner of the hospital) and 
MARIUS ANDERSON. DINKINS made a cursory examination of the three 
white ministers to determine which on«- needed the most medical 
attention. With this cursory * fan a more thorough 

examination of Rev. REEB. DINKINS described REEB at this point as 
being in a "semi-coma, responding somewhal stimulus* 1 . He 
related that REEB was not speaking at ibis time but would occasionally 
groan or moan. DINKINS observed the area in the vicinity of the left 
temple which appeared to be a laceration upon initial, viewing. 

After cleaning the area around the wound he determined that this was 
simply a small contusion. Feeling with his fingers he determined 
the possibility of a fracture beneath the skin. At this time he 
ordered x-rays to be taken. 

While REEB was in the x-ray room be began vomitting and 
DINKINS was again called to his side. At this time DINKINS observed 
"signs of a blood clot - pupillary changes" which he had not previously 
observed in REEB. At this point DINKINS ordered REEB to be transferred 
to the University Hospital in Birmingham in order that a neurosurgeon 
could be consulted. He immediately telephoned the hospital in Birmingham 
and made arrangements for them to receive Rev. REEB. 

The white minister whose name he does not recall received 
no visible injuries and stated that he bad been struck about the head but 
t hat he m s no t -i n any p airu-----—-- 
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The other white minister, last name believed to be 
MILLER, had contusions and lumps on the left center of his 
forehead. DINKINS diagnosed these to be superficial and 
simply cleaned the wounds. 

DINKINS stated that from his experience with the 
treating of numerous individuals involved in assault and accidents 
of one form or another he would state that Rev. REEB bad been 
struck with a blunt instrument. He explained that this was 
due mainly to the fact that there was no large open wound. 

At approximately 8:50 p.m., Rev. REEB was put in an 
ambulance and taken to the Boynton Insurance Company at #21 
Franklin Street where the hospital admission fee of $150 was 
obtained. The ambulance then left for Birmingham, Alabama 
and University Hospital. In the ambulance were the three ministers, 
Dr. DINKINS, a male nurse by the name of LEE CHAPMAN, and MARIUS 
ANDERSON driving. Approximately four miles out of the city 
limits of Selma, the ambulance had trouble with the right rear 
tire. It was agreed that it would be quicker to obtain another 
ambulance than to change the tire on the old ambulance and therefore 
they then drove back towards Selma, stopped at Radio Station 
WGWC, and MARIUS ANDERSON called for another ambulance. 

While waiting at the radio station Dr. DINKINS called 
for his own personal car to be driven out to the radio station, 
in order that he might facilitate and expedite the trip. He 
stated that he did this so that he might have radio contact with 
police officers in the towns that he would be driving through to 
get to Birmingham. 

The ambulance with Rev. REEB left the radio station at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. and arrived at the University Hospital 
in Birmingham at approximately 10:55 p.m., at which time Rev, 

REEB was immediately taken to the emergency room. 

Dr. DINKINS stated that they did not discuss at any time 
with the ministers what had happened to them. While giving Rev. 

REEB the examination at Burwell Infirmary in Selma he overheard 
the two other ministers talking to Selma Police officers and 
telling them what had happened. 

DINKINS could furnish no further information in regard 
to this matter. 
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CHARLES Ac WILLIAMS, 1325 Cole Street, Selma, Alabama, was 
interviewed at the Dallas County Sheriff's Office, Selma, in the 
presence of Li* K* H„ HOLMES and State Investigator HURTS W, .HEAD, 
Alabama Department of Public Safety* 

VJlLLIAMS works for his father who operates the Williams 
Funeral Home in Selma* On Tuesday night, March 9^ 19^5, a 
telephone call was received at the Williams Funeral Homs requesting 
that an ambulance be sent north on Alabama Highway 22 to carry 
some people to Birmingham, Alabama* CHARLES WILLIAMS left in the 
Williams’ Ambulance accompanied by JAMES PRITCHETT * They found 
an Anderson Ambulance located on Alabama Highway £2 about three 
miles north of Selma at about 9’20 or 9’30 PM* MORRIS ANDERSON 
was the driver of the ambulance which h^d been, forced to stop 
because of a blowout * Th r ee white ministers were with MORRIS ANDERSON , 
one of them being a cot patient* A City policecar bad arrived just 
before the Williams’ Ambulance, and was parked nearby, also a small 
Cosmopolitan Rambler driven, by JOHN SOUTH who works for a Selma 
bread company* WILLIAMS also remembers a 1963 Chevrolet, 4-door, 
sedan, at the scene but did not know the identity of its driver* 

When WILLIAMS arrived ANDERSON requested him to transfer the 
passengers to his ambulance and take them to a hospital in 
Birmingham* It was about 10 or 15 minutes wait before WILLIAMS 
could continue the trip while Dr* DINKINS, who was accompanying 
the injured men, obtained his own car from Selma* Then the 
three ministers were placed in the Williams Ambulance and WILLIAMS 
accompanied by JAMES PRITCHETT proceeded to Birmingham with Dr* 

DINKINS following in his car. ANDERSON had asked the Selma 
Police Department for an escort and was told that they would radio 
ahead for clearance* They did receive a police escort through 
Clanton, Alabama, and the trip proceeded without incident* 

During the delay while the ministers were being transferred 
from the Anderson Ambulance to the Williams Ambulance, there wa,s 
no trouble and no sign of hostility* SOUTH and the few other 
persons who stopped seemed to be interested in what was going 
on and tried to offer assistance* WILLIAMS recalled one man 
whose identify he did not kn ow inquiring about whether there was 
a doctor and mentioning that there was a cat and dog hospital 
down the road and that the doctor there would be better than none 
at all. " 
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WILLIAMS noted that one of the ministers whose name was not 
known to him was aaot patient* Also he did not know the seriousness 
of any injury he might have suffered. The other two ministers 
appeared to have minor injuries if any* They rode with Dr. 

DINKINS in his car on the remaining portion of the trip to 
Birmingham although they had "been in the Anderson Ambulance for 
the first part of the trip* One of these ministers told W UXI A MS 
that they had been attacked by about 5 men who approached them 
that evening as they left Walker’s Cafe and walked down the 
street* WILLIAMS stated he had no other information concerning 
the circumstances of this attack. 



FD 302 {Rev. 4-15 64) 


1 

Vl 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote 


March 10, 1965 


Doctor ft. s. ftOGAH, neuroaurgeon, Bltt&ingfcsm, 
Alabama, advised his diagnosis of Heverend JAMES HESS was 
"largo epidural hematoma over left cerebral hemisphere 
and cominuted skull fracture (gross ). 11 Doctor HGGAtf 
added that Reverend RiSEB*a condition was critical, and 
at that time he wm In the operating room. 
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SfEE&BX KES68KE£>j Director of admission*, University 
Hospital amt UiXhmm Clinic, Sedfc %m Stmt, Bi smtnfrm, 
hi toaau advised til t to folding individuals vex* admitted 
to tiso as»ri®a»y room of the hospital imtely 11:00 F.m 

on Jfereb 9, 19^2 

R5¥. JAMK3 RSKB, a®s JB, a&draes #3 Half Hoosa Qkmmt, 
Bcasto, Itosa^sfeuaetta, parents Mr. «ad Mrs. J. *>. *&*# South 
Baaa, Indiam, admitting 3»«d t*jWT» fitted to 

mir^r? 11:30 F.M. March 9» 19 ^ 5 » to ccoditloa listed « critical. 

OtOCf? «• MXU23R, age 33* toresa 25 Beac^m Stoat s 
Boston, MaaaachBWtte, treated for head la jurist in •■crgiTwy pckm 
®a£ dif^npi. ^©or&ry W*S$*#*“*# UalM*, is 

MW. ISESOTSKC 'S3SB. 

HSV. CLfiBK OLSfiJH, toreas Barnsley, California, not 
in jured aod act treated at hospital. 

p 

MjCTCE^OL advised that &3V. CLARK OXSm tcM hSsa that 
he (0I&31?) v'aa a Mates r of the Berkeley Ftellovehlp of Staiteriaa*, 
Berkeley, California, to B3V. 16ME3 mm was Swwtiv* feretory 
cf the Strident HeHglaus Liberal*, S^ttoal Unitarian College 
Program, Boston, jfcinssehifciwiltts, and tot QBXfifT V* MUJU2R vaa 
on th® staff of the Araaflesii Friends Service Coaud&feMt, Boston., 
Massachusetts. 

UMMOXi also advised tot he had talked with Mr®, HS8B, 
wife of REV. JltiffiS HS&B, and to told fcia tot toy «** acw residing 
at Silver Spring, Maryland, telepfecm r933~^5kl. 



stated tot J3R. 0&KMBQT G&&AK, a naitor of to 
m»s staff of the hospital, was to admitting physician. 


E. K4HLSY ajsci 


b v—^ &n m v. mzimi ^ 
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Jins X. cun, Associate ternal Blmstor. 

Uni varsity of AlftbiM Hospital, advised that the condition 
of Reverend JABS J. SBU fro* the tlee of hie admission 
at 11:00 P.M. oa torch 0, I960, until he expired at 6:35 P.V. 
on torch 11 , 1965, eae extremely critical, with a poor 
prognosis. CJUKK stated this Minister had been admitted 
with multiple toll fractures and a large blood clot over 
the left side of the brain. 


An operation upon thle minister vas performed # 
which lasted one hour and ten minutes. At 7:30 A.K. and 
again at 7:35 A.K. 9 this patient*a heart stopped , but vas 
immediately restored. Restoration was accomplished by 
closed chest sassage, with an injection of a stimulant 
Into the heart* Three physicians were in attendance, 
along with nursing personnel, during had following the 
cardiac arrest* Artificial respiration vas supplied through 
an automatic respirator. Also following the operation, 
oxygen continued to be administered through an automatic * 
breathing device. Be stated a highly qualified team of 
neurosurgeons and other specialists were la constant 
attendance. 


C1IB stated he had not been able to determine 
why this patient had been brought so great a distance as 
he was sade to travel la his critical condition, although, 
he added, apparently hie minister Associates, as wsll as 
others concerned about hie medical condition, acted in the 
patient's best interest. 


He stated the opinion of the attending physicians 
was that this patient could not survive, and that while hie 
life was being sustained by machinery following the operation, 
he night possibly be considered clinically deceased, except 
for the nachinery. 


Gn_ 


by 


3/11/66 
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CRANK stated this patient vaa never admitted to 
a hospital room, but following surgery remained in the 
hospital recovery room. He added the clothing of this 
minister had been suitably wrapped and made available to 
Rev. ORLOFF HILLER, on March 10,1965. 

CRANK named Dr. STANLEY GRAHAM, Hospital Neuro¬ 
surgeon, as Rev. EEEB's doctor, and explained that Dr. 

JORDAN K. DAVIS, Head Resident, Neurosurgery, was In 
constant assistance, as well as other members of the 
hospital staff. 

CRANK stated that during the morning of March 11, 
1965, a determination had been made by the family of Rev. 

REEB, in consultation with'"hospital physicians and adminis¬ 
trators, that it was advisable to bring about a progressive 
reduction In the use of the machinery apparatus being «* 

utilised by this patient, in order to test hls body strength. 
He stated Mrs. REEB, as well as Mr. HARRY REEB, the patient's 
father, was given the opportunity to see thV'patlent on the 
morning mentioned, for a short time. He stated after this 
visit by the family, those in attendance upon this patient 
were those physicians and specialists on the hospital staff, 
and no return visits were made by members of the family while 
the patient continued in hls,unchanged condition. 


CRANK stated after the demise of this patient, 
at 6:55 P.M., the patient's wife was allowed opportunity 
to visit the bedside for the last time, after which the body 
was scheduled to be removed from this hospital and to travel 
by an Indirect route to the morgue, where an autopsy will 
be performed. He added following the autopsy, the body 
of Rev. REEB would be removed to a nearby funeral home, 
where cremation would take place. 
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Dr. JORDAN K. DAVIS, Head Resident, Neurosurgery, 
University of Alabama Hospital, advised be was In atten¬ 
dance upon Reverend JAMBS REED, although the operating 
physician of this patient had been Dr. STANLEY GRAHAM. 

He stated the condition of this patient was extremely 
critical, and the prognosis was poor, with no possible 
chance that the patient sight inprove or even regain 
consciousness. Dr. DAVIS stated it was uncertain how 
long this patient would continue to survive under the 
present weans which were being used to support his respira¬ 
tion and heart. 

He stated the blow which this patient had received 
had been delivered in the most vulnerable portion of the 
human brain, which was most acute to bead Injury. He ex¬ 
plained the area of the skull which received the blow was 
the thinnest portion of the human skull. He added further 
this injury sustained by Rev. REED was the only injury 
received by this patient. He stated every effort was being 
made by this hospital to Insure the maximum confort to this 
patient in spite of the poor prognosis expected. 



On, 


3 /10/ 65 
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Marc h 13, 1965 


Mr. 51410 DIKRICK, Administrative Assistant to 
Associate General Director, University of Alabama Hospital, 
advised be had examined a hospital radiologist's report of 
an x-ray taken on March 10, 1965, of the skull of Rtv. 
0HL0FF MILLER. He stated this report contained informa¬ 
tion that no fractures sere detected by this radiologist, 
lie stated additional Information pertaining to thin matter 
would be furnished in a written report by this radiologist. 
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Captain FRANK R. LA PORTE, Identification Officer, 
Selma Police" Department, Selma, Alabama, made available a 
copy of the Offense Report prepared by Lieutenant KNIGHT and 
Officers ELLISON, MC MILLAN, and CROWDER . Thfe report 
reflected that. ORLOFF MILLER, 25 Beacon Street, Boston, 
Massachusetts! CLARK OLSEN, -42? Yale Avenue, Berkeley, 
California! and JAMES REEB of Boston, Massachusetts, were 
admitted to Burwell Hospital, 508 Philpot Avenue,Selma, 
Alabama, after being beaten by five white males wearing 
sports clothing, of middle age, and of medium build. 

According to this report, the incident occurred at 7^3® 
p„m», at the corner of Washington Street and Selma 
Avenue, beside the Silva?Moon Cafe. The report was 
received by the Selmat Police Department at 7*3® 

March 9» 1965- 

The report reflected the following informations 

"Victimjs stated that they ate supper at Walkers 
Cafe and were returning to Brown Chapel. They were walking 
north on Washington St. and as they turned right on Selma 
Ave. a group of five white male_ came up behind them and 
said 'Look at the niggers' and proceeded to beat them. 

James Reeb was knock' down with a blow to the head, Orloff 
Miller was also hit with club and knock down, Clark Olsen 
was hit by one of the men, who used his""f 1st, knocking Qlsen^_ 
glasses off. 

"Victim^s stated that James Reeb was out cold, 
and that they did "not know where to go or what to dp, so 
they took him to Boynton*s Office, 21 Franklin St. Victims 
were taken to Burwell*s Infirmary by Anderson's Ambulance. 

"Orloff Miller was treated by Dr. Dinkins for a 
cut on left forehead that the doctor said was not serious. 
Howevery James Reeb is thought to have sever^ head Injuries 
and has”“fceen taken to University Hospital in Dirmingh&m. 

Clark Olsen was not injured in the assault. 

"Victim's stated that they were in Selma on behalf 
of the Civil Rights Movement and had plan_ to leave tomorrow. 


On 3/10/65 ^ Selma. Alabama 

SA JOHN J. SWEENEYSgmh __ 
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"01sen_ glasses were found on north side of Silver 
Moon Cafe, between parked cars, this is where incident took 
place „" 
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Lt. DAiy TKl. P. KNIGHT, Selma Police Department, Selena* Alabama., 
assigned to the investigation of the assault of three white ministers 
at Selma, Alabama, on night of March 9, 1965 , advised that the Selma 
Police Department first learned of the incident at T°58 B4 on 
March 9, 1965 , when a telephone call was received from the 
Burwell Hospital in Selma. Selma Police Officers CHARLES McMULAN 
and F. J. ELLISON were sent to the Burwell Hospital to obtain 
details of the complaint* They reported back to Police Headquarters 
by radio that an assault had been committed by unidentified white 
men on three white ministers in an alley by the Eddie Walker Cafe on 
Washington Street* This Cafe is located §■ block south of the 
Silver Moon Cafe where later information indicated that the attack 
occurred. Lt. KNIGHT accompanied by J* E. CROWDER, Police photographer, 
vent to Walker's Cafe and tried to locate witnesses who might be 
able to identify subjects of the investigation. They could learn 
nothing here concerning the attack* 

KNIGHT subsequently received information that the 
assault actually occurred at the Silver Moon Cafe, Washington 
Street and Selma Avenue, and also learned that the victims of 
the assault had first gone to the Boynton Insurance Agency 
before they were taken to Burwell Hospital. KNIGHT had no 
information as to how they reached Boynton Insurance Agency from 
the vicinity of the Silver Moon Cafe* 

KNIGHT's investigation continued and he learned later 
that evening tt^at these ministers were attacked outside the 
Silver Moon Cafe, from EDGAR STRIPLING who works around the 
Silver Moon Cafe. He first learn it d of the possible involvement 
in the assault of EIMER COOK and R* B* KELLY. This was the 
following morning. STRIPLING did not identify either STANLEY 
HOGGLE or O’NEAL HOGGLE as participants in the assault. KNIGHT 
picked up R. B. KELLY at his place of employment, the La Porte 
TV Repair Shop, and brought him to Police Headquarters. During 
the questioning of KELLY admissions were made identifying 
STANLEY and O'NEAL HOGGLE as well as COOK as being involved in 
the assault on the men outside the Silver Moon Cafe. KELLY 
also informed Lt. KNIGHT that FLOYD GROOM was a witness, GROOM 
who was located on Wednesday morning, first identified only 
R. B. KELLY and EIMER COOK as participants In the attack. 
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Following this preliminary interview with R. B. KELLY* he 
was hooked at Selma Police Department on charge of attempt to 
murder. Lt. KNIGHT then went hack to the TV Repair Shop where 
KELLY was employed and searc^d KELLY"s 1955 white and green 
Oldsmohile* without a warrant. It was parked on the street 
outside the La Port TV Shop. Lt. KNIGHT found a .22 caliber 
single action revolver stamped as made in Germany and hearing 
serial number 400454 in the glove compartment. This gun was 
loaded. Also he obtained a wooden club which was lying 
unconcealed on the floor board in front of the rear seat. The 
gun and club were- brought to Police Headquarters. Lt. KNIGHT 
exhibited these objects. It was noted that the club was about 
lV long and about l|” In diameter. 


f 
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R. B. KELLEY, 137 Water Street, Selma, Alabama, 
was Interviewed at the Selma Police Department by Lfeutenant 
D. P, KNIGHT in the presence of Agents JOHN J. SWEENEY 
and JAMES MICHAEL BARKO„ KELLEY furnished the following 
signed statement to Captain F. R. LA PORTE of the Selma Police 
Department, which was witnessed by Agents SWEENEY and BARKO: 

"Date: March 10th, 1965 Page No. 1 
"STATEMENT OF: R. B. KELLEY, white male, born March 7th,1935- 

”My name is R. B. KELLEY and I make the below 
statement of my own free will to CAPTAIN F. R. LA PORTE 
of the Selma Police Department in the presence of J. M. 

BARKO and J. J. SWEENEY of the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation concerning a fight that happened at Selma Avenue 
and Washington Street about 7:30 PM in front of the 
S11vermoon Cafe. March 9th, 1965 . 

"Last night about 7:00 PM I went inside the 
SILVERMOON CAFE to have a drink^ I sat at a table with 
CARL mY, BILL EDWARDS we all drank beer^. I heard 
some one hollering and L"~went to the door and stepped out 
on the sidewalk in front of the SILVERMOON CAFE I saw two 
MEN lying on the sidewalk with black coats on x one of the 
men on the ground had his hands over his face and drawed 
up into a knot and I saw EIMER COOK kick this man in tKe 
upper part of his body A after seeing this I went back 
inside the cafe and went ’Back to the table where CARL 
SEALY and BILL EDWARDS were sitting_ I finished my beer x 
.shortly after the commotion outside I saw ELMER COOK, 

STANLEY HOFFLE and DUCK HOGGLE come into the SILVERMOON 
CAFE^_ ELMER was laughing I did not hear him say anything 
because he was across the room from us^ BILL EDWARDS and 
MYSELF left the SILVERMOON CAFE and went across the street 
to the COFFEE POT CAFlTand had a beer, I called my wife 
from the COFFEE POT and BILL EDWARDS and MYSELF left and 
went back to the SILVERMOON CAFE, CARL SEALY was supposed 


On 


by 


3 /IO /65 at Selma, Alabama 
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to wait on us but he had gone so BILL and I left and 
got Into my car and rode down by the CHURCH on Sylvan 
Street, I brought BILL back to the COFFEE POT CAFE and 
put him out_ I then picked my wife up at the DOWNTOWN 
DINNER CLUB on Broad Street and we went home. 

"The above statement is true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge. 


(Signed) "R. B.KELLEY 

11 R. B. KELLEY 
137 WATER AVENUE 
SELMA, ALABAMA 

"WITNESSES^ 

"D. P. KNIGHT 
F. R.LA PORTE 

"John J.Sweeney, SA, FBI, Mobile, Ala. 

James Michael Barko, SA, FBI, Mobile, Ala." 

The following description of R. B. KELLEY 
was obtained through observation and interview: 


Race: 

White 

Sex: 

Male 

Born: 

3/7/35 at Watley, Alabama 

Height: 

5'10" 

Weight: 

180 lbs. 

Hair: 

Blond 

Eyes: 

Blue 

Complexion: 

Fa ir 

Build: 

Medium 

Occupation: 

TV repairman, LaPorte's 

TV Service 

Wife: 

ALICE BREWER KELLEY 

137 Water Street, 

Selma, Alabama 

Captain F. R. 

LA PORTE, Selma Police Department 


about three hours after the first statement was obtained 
from R. B. KELLEY advised that KELLEY had furnished him 
another statement. This statanent was read by KELLEY in 
the presence of Agents BARKO and SWEENEY and KELLEY signed 
this statement in the presence of these Agents. This 
statement read as follows: 
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"Date March 10, 1965 Page No.l 
"STATEMENT OF; R, B, KELLEY, white male, born March 7^1935 

"My name is R. B. KELLEY and I make the below state¬ 
ment of my own free will to'CAPTAIN F. R, LA PORTE of the 
Selma Police Department, 

"Seven o'clock P.M. March 9, 1965 , Tuesday night, 

I went to the SILVERMQON CAFE With BILL EDWARDS AND CARL 
SEALY, we sat at a table near the entrance and ordered a 
beer. We were drinking the beer - I heard a commotion 
outside the SILVERMQON, I got up and walked to the door. 

When I was walking toward the door I saw three men running 
to the corner of the building. The three men were ELMER 
COOK, STANLEY HOGGLE, and DUCK HOGGLE. When I opened the 
door I saw two men with black coats on lying on the side¬ 
walk, One of the men lying on the sidewalk was holding 
his hands over his head and drawn up into a knot. At this 
time, I saw ED4ER COOK kick at this man - I could not 
tell whether he hit the man or not because I turned around 
and went back into the cafe. I also heard a lot of foul 
language as I was walking back to my table and In about 
five minutes ELMER, DUCK AND STANLEY came into the SILVER- 
MOON CAFE. STANLEY and ELMER were laughing. I saw the 
butt of a gun sticking out of the right front pocket of 
STANLEY HOGGLES pants. In a few minutes a drunk known to 
me as 1 SMITTY 1 came into the cafe and started mumbling 
something to DUCK HOGGLE. 'SMITTY 1 was bleeding around 
the mouth. The best I can remember, DUCK HOGGLE told 
'SMITTY' if he did not stop running his mouth he was 
going to knock hell out of him. I didn't pay much 
attention to what was said. I wanted to get out of 
there. I told BILL EDWARDS to come on and go across the 
street to the COFFEE POT CAFE and get a beer. We ltft CARL 
SEALY and his brother-in-law, ‘EARL MELTON, sitting at the 
table. EARL MELTON had come in after I had sat down at 
the table. BILL and I went to the COFFEE POT and drank 
a beer. I called my wife from there and BILL and I went 
back over to the SILVERplOON looking for CARL SEALY, 

When we saw that he had gone we left and got into my car 
and drove down by the CHURCH on SYLVAN STREET and I then 
drove back to the COFFEE POT and put BILL EDWARDS out 
there. I then went to the DOWNTOWN DINNER CLUB and 
picked up my wife and carried her home. I told her I 
was going back up town. I went to the COFFEE POT and had 
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another beer with BILL EDWARDS. He asked me to take him 
across the river to get a check cashed, I drove him over to 
the GULF STATION across the river at the traffic light, 

I did not get out of the car but BILL came back with $5.00, 

We drove down to the HOLLYWOOD CAFE and had a beer there. We 
left there and went back to the COFFEE POT CAFE and drank 
another beer and I then went home about eleven o'clock. 

"The above statement is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge* 


(Signed) 8. KELLEY 

H, B. KELLY 
137 Water Avenue 
Selma, Alabama 


"Witnesses^; 

“F. R. LA PORTE 
D. P. KNIGHT 

"JOHN J. SWEENEY, SA, FBI, Mobile, Ala. 
iAMES MICHAEL BARKO, SA, FBI, Mobile, Ala." 

Photographs of KELLEY were token by Agent BARKO 
and by the Selma Police Department, 

Prior to the reading of the above statement, 

KELLEY was reminded by SA JOHN J. SWEENEY of his rights 
again that he did not have to make any statement, that 
he was entitled to an attorney prior to making any state¬ 
ment, and that i f he did make any statement, it could be 
used against him in a court of law. He was further advised 
that If he could not afford an attorney, the court would 
appoint one for h im. 
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1 

WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE, 915 Old Montgomery 
Road, Selma, Alabama, was interviewed at the Selma 
Police Department-by R. W, HEAD, State Investigator 
for the State of Alabama, and Special Agent JOHN J. 

SWEENEY. HOGGLE was advised by SA SWEENEY that he 
did not have to make a statement and that any statement 
he did make could be used against him in a court of 
law. He was also advised of his right to consult an 
attorney and no threats or promises were made to him. 

FOIA(b)6 

HOGGLE advised that on March 9# 1965* he FOiA(b)7 - (C) 
went to the C and C Novelty Shop, 129 Washington 
Street, Selma, which is operated by EIAfER COOK, about 
6 or 6:30 p.m. He said that his brother, "DUCK" HOGGLE, 
was dso at the C and C Novelty Shop when he arrived . 

He said that a short time later they were joined by I I 

r i who operates a cabinet shop in Selma. HOGGLE said 

'that'they all had several drinks there and then went across 
the street to the Silver Moon Cafe at about 7*30 p.m, where 
they had a cup of coffee. He said that they all stayed at 
the Silver Moon Cafe for about 15 or 20 minutes and then 
drove out to the Bamboo Club on the outskirts of Selma. 

He advised he traveled in bfe own car, a 1957 four-door 
Chevrolet, with a blue bottom and white top. He said the 
others possibly all took their own automobiles. HOGGLE 
stated that he and the other three stayed at the Bamboo 
Club until approximately 11 p.m. when he left by himself 
and went home. He stated the other three were still at 
the Club 5 however, they were getting ready to leave at the 
time of his departure. 

HOGGLE emphatically denied any connection with or 
knowledge of the beating of the three white ministers In 
front of the Silver Moon Cafe on the evening of Math 9, 

1965 . 


HOGGLE stated that on the evening of March 9, 
1965 , he was wearing khaki pants and shirt and a suede 
Jacket and no hat. HOGGLE stated his brother "DUCK" was 
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/FOIA(b)6 
/ FOTA(b)7 


wearing a blue auto mechanic uniforms that-COOK was 
wearing a dark gray suit; and that ! I 'was wearing 

khaki pants and shirt* 


The following description of WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE was obtained from the records of the Selma 
Police Departments 


Race: 

Sex: 

Born: 

Heights 

Weight: 

Ha ir: 

Eyes: 

Complexion: 
Build: 
Occupation: 
Wife: 


Father: 


White 

Male 

3/27/28, Hale County,Alabama 

5 feet 9 inches 

170 pounds 

Brown 

Blue 

Ruddy 

Slender 

Q a 1 o Qm n 

MINNIE JEWEL HOGGLE, 

915 Old Montgomery Road, 
Selma, Alabama 
OSCAR HOGGLE 
Greensboro,Alabama. 
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PROSECUTIVE ACTION 


The facts of this case were discussed with Acting Assistant 
Attorney General JOHN DOAR, Civil Rights Division, United States 
Department of Justice at Selma, Alabama , in March 10, 1965, by 
SAC EARL M 0 DAINESS and SA ROBERT L. FRYE. Mr„ BOAR authorised 
the filing of a complaint charging EIMER L. COOK, NAMON O'NEAL 
HOGGLE, WILLIAM STANLEY. HOGGLE and R. B. KELLY with violation of 
Title 18* Section 241, United States Code, in that on or about 
March 9, 1965, they did conspire to injure, oppress, threaten 
and intimidate JAMES REEB, CLARK OLSEN and ORLOFF MILLER from 
exercising rights as secured to them by the consititution and 
laws of the United States- This complaint was filed on the 
same date by SA JOHN J. SWEENEY before United States Commissioner 
MARIAN HOUSE WALLACE, Northern Division, Southern District of 
Alabama, at Selma, Alabama- 

limned lately after issuance of Federal warrants SA ROBERT 
L. FRYE notified Captain FRANK LA PORTE, Selma Police Department, 
of the issuance of Federal process- At that time Captain LA PORTE 
requested that Agents appear at Selma Police Department inasmuch 
as he expected that ELMER COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE and R* ■ B* KELLY 
would momentarily appear before City Judge EDGAR RUSSELL, JR., 
to post bonds on local charges of three counts of assault to 
murder, SAC DALNESS and SA ROBERT L. FRYE appeared, at Selma 
Police Department where at approximately midnight on March 10, 

1965, EIMER COOK and WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE each posted three 
bonds of $2,500 each on local charges of assault to murder, 

COOK and WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE were taken into Federal custody by 
SAC DALNESS and SA FRYE and were taken to the residence of 
United States Commissioner MARIAN HOUSE WALLACE where they 
were released upon posting bonds of $5,000 each. Attorney JOSEPH 
PILCHER, JR., Selma, Alabama, was present representing EIMER 
COOK and WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE. He informed that he also would 
represent NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and that he would surrender him 
to custody the following day. 

R, B. KELLY who failed to post bond on state charges on 
the night of March 10, 1965, was held in city custody at Selma 
City Jail. 

On the morning of March 11, 1965, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE 
was presented at the Selma Police Department by Attorney JOSEPH 
PILCHER, JR. At that time he posted three bonds of $2,500 each 
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and was released from custody on three charges of assault to 
murder. He was then taken into Federal custody by SA VICTOR B. 
SNIDER and SA CHILTON B. CREASON. 

R. Bo KELLY also posted three bonds of $2 >500 each 
approved by City Judge EDGAR P„ RUSSELL, JR* > on morning of 
March 11> 1965 , and was taken into custody by SA VICTOR B. 

SNIDER and SA CHILTON B. CREASON. 

United States Commissioner MARIAN HOUSE WALLACE appeared 
at Selma Police Department at 32;30 PM on March 11> 19^5 , at 
which time she fixed bonds of $5,000 each for Ro B 0 KELLY 
and NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE who were thereupon released upon 
posting these bonds<, Attorney JOHN RANDOLPH SMITH> Selma * 

Alabama, appeared representing R. B. KELLY and Attorney JOSEPH 
PILCHER, JR., appeared in behalf of his client NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE 

Mr* PILCHER and Mr. SMITH advised SA CHILTON B. CREASON 
that they would not permit their clients to discuss this case 
further with investigating officers. 

SAC of Birmingham Office advised SAC EARL M. DALNESS 
at 7° 15 EM on March 11, 1965 , that Rev. JAMES J. REEB died 
at 6;55 PM that night at the University Hospital, Brimingham, 
Alabama. This information was immediately furnished to J. WHS ON 
BAKER, Director of Public Safety. Director BAKER informed that 
in anticipation of the death of REEB, he had issued new warrants 
against all subjects charging them with murder and that immediate 
action would be taken to re-arrest them. On the night of March 11 
1965 , all subjects surrendered to the Selma Police Department and 
new bonds of $25,000 each were set by City Judge EDGAR P. RUSSELL, 
JR. Bonds in this amount were approved that evening for ELMER L. 
COOK, WILLIAM STANELY HOGGLE and R. B. KELLY. NAMON O’NEAL 
HOGGLE made bond during the early morning of March 12, 1965 - 
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Date _ 3 / 13 / 65 . 


Captain FRANK R. LA PORTE, Selma Police Department, 
. Selma, Alabama, made available a copy of a signed statement 
furnished by FLOYD GROOM on March 10, 1965 * This statement 
was witnessed by Captain LA PORTE and by Captain WILLIAM 
WARE and reads as follows: 


"Date March 10th, 1965 Page No. 1 
"STATEMENT OF: FLOYD GROOM, white male age 50 years old. 

"My name is FLOYD GROOM I am 50 years old and 
work at CAMPBELL WELDING COMPANY in Selma, Alabama. I 
am making this statement to LIEUTENANT D, P. KNIGHT, 

SR. of the SEIMA POLICE DEPARTMENT of my own free will. 

"Last night which was Tuesday I was standing on the 
corner of Selma Avenue and Washington Street by TURNER MOTOR 
COMPANY USED CAR LOT, I was on my way home, I saw two 
(2) WHITE MEN dressea in black clothes get out of a bus 
that was parked by a alley near O'BRIEN PLUMBING COMPANY. 

The two men walked west on Selma Avenue to the comer 
of the SILVERM00N CAFE and when they got to the South 
East corner of the SILVERMOON CAFE they were met by ELMER 
COOK, DUCK HOGGLE, R. B. KELLY, STANLEY HOGGLE and BEN 
VARDAMAN. ELMER COOK hit one of the men and knocked him 
down, _the rest of the men jumped on the other man and 
knocked him down^jill of this happened on the Selma Avenue 
side of the SILVERMOON CAFE. As soon as I saw this 
happening I turned and walked North on Washington Street 
on my way home. 

"The above statement is true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge. 

"FLOYD GROOM 

1220 DALLAS AVE. 

SELMA, ALABAMA 

(Signed) "FLOYD GROOM 
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"WITNESSES 

"F. R. LA PORTE 
WILLIAM WARE." 
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FLOYD GROOM, 1212 Dallas Avenue , Selma, Alabama, employed 
at Campbell Welding Company, Green Street, Selma, was interviewed at 
the Selma Police Department in the presence of Lt. DANIEL P. KNIGHT, 
He furnished the following information' 

GROOM stated that he is a close personal friend of EIMER L. 
COOK, O'NEAL HOGGLE, STANLEY HOGGIN and R. B„ KELLY, GROOM stated 
he is unwilling under any circumstances to testify in court 
against any of these individuals and if subpoenaed to testify, he 
will deny all information furnished by him. Reluctantly with many 
changes in his story, he furnished the following account of his 
activities on the afternoon and evening of March 9, 1965« During 
the late afternoon of Tuesday, March 3* he was drinking beer in 
the Silver Moon Cafe located at the comer of Washington Street and 
Selma Avenue in Selma. Also in the Cafe were ELMER COOK, STANLEY 
and O'NEAL HOGGLE and possibly R. B. KELLY. GROOM was unable to 
identify other customers in the Cafe at that time except an 
individual known to him as JACK. RIDDLES, There was conversation 
about the racial situation in Selma and GROOM heard a red headed 
fedlow, whom he could not farther identify, make a statement 
to the effect that EIMER COOK had a set of "'brass knacks" in 
his pocket, but GROOM did not see them. He also heard a statement 
made sometin® that afternoon by JACK RIDDLES to the effect that 
these individuals also had a stick but he did not see this. 

Shortly before dark GROOM left the Silver Moon Cafe and 
observed an old model station wagon or carry-all parked in front 
of the Cafe. It is his best estimate that this was about a 
19^6 or 1947 green Chevrolet, He recalled that the windows 
went all the way back on the sides of the car. Seated in the 
front seat of the car were two men, thought by GROOM to be 
Negroes. A blonde headed young girl was seated between them. 

GROOM stared at them and was irritated by the presence of the 
white girl with what he thought were Negro men. The girl 
laughed at him and rolled up the car window. In his irritation, 
GROOM struck the glass of the window with his fist, hut did not 
break the glass. At this point ELMER COOK and STANLEY and O’NEAL 
HOGGLE came out of the Cafe and observed as the car pulled away 
from the curb, drove around the block and parked in front of 
Walker’s Cafe about \ block south of the Silver Moon Cafe, The 
three occupants of this car then got out and went in Walker's 
Cafe, which is regarded as a Cafe catering to Negro customers_ 
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only. COOK, GROOM and the HOGGLEs watched this activity. 

Then GROOM decided to go home and left COOK and the HOGGLEs 
at the Silver Moon. He walked north on Washington Street where he 
met Lt. D, P„ KNIGHT of the Selma Police Department, and engaged 
in a conversation with him. When he walked on to his home at 
1212 Dallas Avenue. 

Shortly thereafter he again left his home with the thought 
of walking hack to the Silver Moon Cafe. He approached the Cafe 
walking south on Washington Street until he reached the northeast 
corner of the intersection of Washington Street and Selma Avenue 
across the street from the Silver Moon Cafe at about 7^30 PM, 

As he approached this corner he could see the front of Walker's 
Cafe block to the south and noticed three people leave the 
Cafe and re-enter the same car the window of which he had struck 
earlier. He believed these were the same passengers that he 
observed previously in this car . This automobile then turned 
to its right into an alley running east-west through the middle 
of the block. A moment later this station wagon appeared on 
Selma Avenue driving west approaching the rear of the Silver 
Moon Cafe. Before it reached the Silver Moon Cafe, the station 
wagon made a left turn and parked headed into a parking lot 
in the rear of the Silver Moon Cafe. 

GROOM was still standing on the comer across the street 
from the Silver Moon Cafe. At this point he observed ELMER 
COOK, STANLEY and O'NEAL HOGGLE and another man come out of 
the front door of the Silver Moon Cafe. At first GROOM believed 
the 4th man was BEN VARDEMAN, a business associate of ELMER 
COOK. Later he decided that this individual may have been 
R. B. KELLY. These four went around the corner of the Silver 
Moon Cafe and east on Selma Avenue to the point where the 
Chevrolet station wagon had stopped. As a man got out of 
the right front door of the station wagon, EIMER COOK struck 
him with his fist causing him to fall to the ground. GROOM 
insisted that COOK had no stick or other weapon in his hand 
unless he was wearing the brass knuckles which GROOM could not 
see. While COOK was attacking this man, the other individuals 
went around to the other side of the station wagon where the 
other two individuals got out. Although GROOM's vision of 
what occurred on the other side of the station wagon was 
obstructed by the car, he did note that one of these men was 
knocked to the ground. The other, who may have been a man or 
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a girl wearing slacks, ran east on Selma Avenue and got away. 

GROOM expresses his conviction that these were the same individuals 
that he had previously seen in this automobile, at which time 
one of them was a blonde headed girl. He could not explain 
why he was certain of this nor how he could be uncertain that 
the third member of this group was a girl or man. Neither could 
GROOM Tirnkpi a positive statement that the men were Negroes 
although he still had that impression and recalled that they 
had dark skin. 

At this point GROOM turned and walked back north on 
Washington Street, deciding that he did not want to become 
involved in any difficulty. He is quite certain that he was 
not seen by COOK and his companions as he observed this incident. 

He did not see COOK and his companions leave the Chevrolet station 
wagon and insisted that he did not know what became of the persons 
who were attacked by them. 

GROOM was unable to account for the fact that other 
reports indicated the assault on JAMES REEB, ORLOFF MILLER 
and CLARK OLSEN occurred in front of the Silver Moon Cafe on 
Washington Street rather than on Selma Avenue behind the cafe 
as he described, nor could he account for how COOK and his 
companions knew that the occupants of the Chevrolet station wagon 
would park at this particular place at this particular time. 

He did make the comment ''‘they were watchingbut could or 
would not offer any further explanation on this opinion. 

He was very definite in his statement that the altercation did 
not occur in front of the Silver Moon Cafe on Washington Street, 

GROOM was questioned concerning whether or not he had made 
any statement of an intimidating nature to HELEN MARTIN, waitress. 
Silver Moon Cafe on the evening of March 11, 19^5 > He denied 
making any statement to her accusing her of identifying him 
as a witness to the altercation but acknowledged that OUIDA 
LARSON, another waitress at the Silver Moon Cafe, had told 
him that HELEN MARTIN had identified everyone connected with 
this matter. GROOM also denied that any attempts to intimidate 
him had been made but acknowledged that he had engaged in 
conversation with EIMER COOK earlier in the day of this interview. 
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At this point GROOM became uncommunicative and unwilling to 
discuss the incident further. He was unwilling to furnish any 
statement or to further elaborate on his observations. 
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in the direction or Franklin. Ofto^M said i*e then want back 
into the Silver Noun Cafe and sat down with W 21P&LNK 
for an estimated xi minute*, at efclmfe time he and d Ti » r iff | 
left the cafe, walked screes ^eima street to where 
ear was parked, and &U»> J* left him at that point. He said 
as he and HiUA&jJSS came out of the cafe he again saw the 
“carry all* that had previously been parked in front ^ the 
Silver Noon Calc turn off Washington Into an alley right 
neat to vu ikere Cafe, and again was headed in the direction 
of Franklin. Nr. SAOUM aaid i»e was about a half block away, 
never dta pay any attention to the license on the car, was 
certain that there were only three people in it each time, 
and after it disappeared down the alley he said he did not 
see it again! that alter NUBIAS left him that he walked 
up bashlngten to Helton’s Service Station at the corner of 
Washington and Balias, where he met Captain INlgKT ef the 
Salma Felice Department • Ns said he tailed to Cop. * in K &iflJFT 
for a short time and then went to his home which is just a 
short distance mas HeiWrite Service Station on Bailaa. He 
said, in fact, Melton’s Service Station is at the corner of 
Dallas and ashington, Spears Cleaners are next to the service 
station on Baliaa, and his home was the house next to ; pears 
Cleaners. Nr. CAM aaid when he got home after talking to 
Captain KhJftSF be did not leave his home again that evening. 

He said his wife was at home and would confirm that he was 
there the remainder of the evening. 


Mr. QIIOCN said he did not push or rock any carry all, 
station wagon, or other vehicle that evening other than 
striking the glass of the carry all containing the three 
people as described above. 

Photographs of Nr. 6&JGK were obtained. 
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BILLY DOWD EDWARDS, Route 4, Box 94, Selma, 
Alabama, was interviewed by R„ W. HEAD,State investigator 
for the State of Alabama, and Special Agent JOHN J 0 
SWEENEY at the Selma Police Department. EDWARDS 
furnished the following signed statement; 


“Date March 10th, 1965 Page No. 1 
"STATEMENT OF; BILLY DOWD EDWARDS, white male born 3/27/36 

"My name is BILLY DOWD EDWARDS, I live at Route 4 
Box 94, Selma, Alabama, I make this statement of my own free 
will to R. W„ HEAD, State Investigator of the State of 
Alabama, and Special Agent J. J. SWEENEY of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation. 

"On Tuesday night March 9th, 1965 , I was with R. B. 
KELLY about 6:30 PM and we went to the SILVERMOON CAFE on 
Washington Street in Selma, Ala. We sat at a table with 
CARL SEALY and another man I do not know who the man was. 

We drank two ( 2 ) beers^ I guess we stayed about an hour. 

R. B. KELLY and myself left and went across the street to 
the COFFEE POT CAFE on Washington Street, we stayed there 
about 15 minutes L we left there and went to JOE'S PLACE 
at Jeff Davis and Broad Street, this was about 8;00 PM. 

We drank one beer and talked about 30 minutes to VERLON 
THACKER^ jail three of us left together going back to the 
SILVERMOON CAFE where we stayed until about 10:00 PM. 

STANLEY HOGGLE, ELMER COOK, and DUCK HOGGLE came into the 
SILVERMOON CAFE about 9*00 PM I think, they were drinking 
heavythe three of them left the CAFE and came back 
about 2 TJ to 30 minutes later and sat down in front of us, 
an old drunk we call *SMXTTY 1 came in and said I would “ 
Tcill any son of a bitch who would beat him like that, I 
asked R. B. what happened, he stated someone got helT 
beat out of him. R. B» le'flf the table but was gone only 
one or two minutes, I don't know where he went, the 
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man called DUCK told old SMITTY to go on or something, I 
don't know just what was said, 

(Signed) "BILLY DOWD EDWARDS 

"BILLY DOWD EDWARDS 
RT 4 BOX 94 
SELMA, ALABAMA 

"WITNESSESS: 


"R, W. HEAD 
JOHN J, SWEENEY, 


SA, 


F,B.I,, Mobile, Ala 


ft 
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BILLY DOWD EDWARDS, Route 4, Box 94, Selma, Alabama, 
telephonically contacted the^ Selma Resident Agency on the evening 
of March 12, 1965, and advised that he desired to talk to SAs 
JAMES MICHAEL BARKO and JOHN J. SWEENEY. An appointment was made 
to meet EDWARDS at 8 p.m. that evening. 

EDWARDS advised that he is convinced that R.B, KELLEY 
was not involved in the beating of the three white ministers 
in front of the Silver Moon Cafe in Selma on the evening of 
March 9, 1965. He advised that the information he previously 
furnished in a signed statement at the Selma Police Department 
on March 10, 1965, was true and correct, except for one point. 

He said that he omitted the fact that while he was at the Silver 
Moon Cafe, R.B „ KELLEY left the table for a short time. He 
said he did not know where KELLEY went but thought he went to 
make a telephone call or possibly to the rest room. 

EDWARDS said that while KELLEY was gone, he heard some 
shouting outside the cafe and looked up from the table out the 
door. He said he observed ELMER COOK and STANLEY HOGGLE running 
and punching at two or three individuals. He said these individuals 
"just flashed by" the door of the Silver Moon Cafe and added that 
he did not get up from the table and did not see them further. 

EDWARDS advised that R.B. KELLEY returned to the table shortly 
after and was not breathing hard and showed no signs of having 
been involved in any fight. 

EDWARDS also recalled that there was a white male named 
W.D. (LNU) who was in the Silver Moon Cafe and ran outside as soon 
as the shouting started. He said he believed that W.D. could 
furnish information as to the individuals involved in the fight. 
EDWARDS said W.D, is employed at the lawn mower factory in Selma. 

He also advised that SPENCER CUMMINGS, City Barber Shop, used to 
go with the sister of W.D. 

EDWARDS also informed that on the afternoon of March 9, 

1965,he was in the Cadillac owned by ELMER COOK, He said COOK 

was driving the car and STANLEY HOGGLE was in the front seat with him. 
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He said that a man named "BILL (LNU)" was sitting in the 
left rear and EDWARDS himself was in the right rear. EDWARDS 
said that STANLEY HOGGLE had a ,38 caliber revolver stuck in 
his trousers and a smaller pistol in his pants pocket. He 
said STANLEY HOGGLE also gave a night stick or club to COOK. 
EDWARDS also said that COOK was driving the car and had a 
pair of brass knuckles on his right hand. He said they were 
driving around Selma and EDWARDS was blowing a bugle at any 
of the ministers and "other outsiders" that they saw on the 
streets. 


EDWARDS refused to furnish a signed statement but 
said he was willing to testify in court to the information he 
furnished on March 10 and 12, 1965, 
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EDGAR WILTON STRIPLING, Room 6, Gordon’s Cafe, 

Selma, Alabama, was interviewed at the Selma Police Department 
by Lieutenant D.P. KNIGHT in the presence of SAs JOHN J. 
SWEENEY and JAMES MICHAEL BARKO and furnished the following 
signed statement; 


’’Date March 10th, 1965 Page No. 1 
"STATEMENT OF; EDGAR WILTON STRIPLING, white male, born 9-12-17 

"My name is EDGAR STRIPLING, I am 47 years old and I 
live in a room at GORDONS CAFE, I am making this statement of 
my on free will to Lieutenant D,P t KNIGHT, SR, of the Selma 
PolTce Department concerning a fight I witnessed on the street 
outside the SILVE RMO ON CAFE on the corner of Selma Avenue and 
Washington Street^ this was in the early part of the night of 
March 9th, 1965. 

"I was inside the SILVERMOON CAFE looking outside a 
window that faces Washington Street, when I saw ELMER COOK hit 
an unknown WHITE MAN with his fist x I also saw R.B, KELLEY who 
was with ELMER COOK start to push or hit the man ELMER COOK 
was hitting* ELMER and R.B. were following the man and turned 
right on Selma Avenue still fighting. The man they were hitting 
had his arms up trying to protect himself^ the man was either 
pushed or knocked down out of my view as they passed the window 
I was looking out of. After they passed the window I did not 
see them any more, 

"This statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and was made of my own free will. 

"/s/ Edgar W. Stripling 

"EDGAR WILTON STRIPLING 
ROOM No, 6 
GORDONS CAFE 
SELMA, ALABAMA 
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"Witnessess: 

/s/ D.P. Knight 

/s/ John J. Sweeney, SA, FBI, Mobile, Ala. 

/s/ James Michael Barko, SA, FBI, Mobile, Ala." 
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EDGAR WILTON STRIPLING, interviewed at the Federal Building, 
Selma, Alabama, furnished the following signed statement i 

"Selma, Alabama 
March 12, 1965 

"l, Edgar Wilton Stripling, make the following free 
and voluntary statement to Victor B, Snider and Chilton B, 

Creason who have identified themselves to me as Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,, 

"l am b'J years old and live in a room over 
Bill Gordon’s Cafe at Washington Street and Selma Avenue, Selma, 
Ala, I work in the Silvermoon Cafe for Pete Lakeos at the 
same comer* 

"On Tuesday night, March 9> 1965_ at about eight o’clock 
I was standing behind the counter at the front end of the 
Silvermoon Cafe when something caused me to look out the 
front window onto Washington Street„ I do not know just 
what caused me to look outside. On the sidewalk right in 
front of the window I saw Elmer Cook hitting a man with 
his fists, I did not recognize the man he was hitting, 

I saw Elmer Cook strike several hard blows with his 
fists on this man's face and body causing him to fall to 
the sidewalk. The man being hit did not fight back, but 
was covering his head and face with his upraised arms, 

I also saw R, B, Kelly standing there and another man who 
looked like Duck Hoggle, I didn't notice anyone else in 
the group, although other men may have been around the 
corner or out of my view. I could not see any stick or 
weapon in the hands of any of the men, 

"After Elmer Cook landed several blows, the man fell 
to the sidewalk and disappeared from my view. When he fell, 

I noticed R, B„ Kelly, and Cook and the other man who looked 
like Duck Hoggle all gather around the fallen man, leaning 
over him. It looked like R, B, Kelly swung his foot and 
kick the man two or three times, I saw the man who looked 
like Duck kick at the man one or two times. I did not see 
Elmer Cook kick the man after he fell. 
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"Then X saw Elmer Cook pursuing a man around the 
comer* I could not tell whether or not it was the same 
man that X had just seen fall. When they went around the 
comer on Selma Avenue they disappeared from my view* 

R. B. Kelly and the man who looked like Duck Hoggle did 
not follow Elmer Cook around the comer, or had not as I 
turned away and went down to the cash register and told 
Mrs. Lackeos and told her that there was a fight outside. 
She told me to let it alone and not to do anything about it 

"About ten or fifteen minutes later R. B. Kelly, 

Elmer Cook, the man who looked like Duck Hoggle and 
another man I did not know came in the cafe almost together 
By this I mean I could not be sure they were together but 
they came in at the same time. They were laughing and 
talking but I could not hear what they said. 

"R. B. Kelly sat at a table near the door with two 
men I did not know. Cook and the other two men went to 
a table at the rear between the juke box and the cigarette 
machine. I do not know what they talked about there. I 
did not see Smitty come in and talk to any of them. 

"A few minutes later Mrs. Lackeos asked me to look 
outside for a policeman, but she didn't tell me why she 
wanted one. X went outside and walked to Broad Street 
and down toward the river. I didn't see a policeman, so 
I returned and told Mrs. Lackeous . She said that it was 
all right, that they had already left. She didn't say who 
had left. At that time R. B. Kelly, Elmer Cook and their 
companions were gone. I do not know of any other customers 
in the cafe when the trouble happened, although other 
people I did not know were there. 

"I never did see the man or men who were being hit 
any more and I would not be able to recognize them. I 
do not know whether or not I would be able to recognize 
the third man I saw at the table with Elmer Cook if 
I saw him again. 
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”l have read this statement in ita is true and correct 

"/s/ Edgar Stripling 


ssod * 

/s/ C* Bo Creason, Special Agent, FBI, Mobile, Ala* 3/12/65 
/s/ Victor B* Snider, Special Agent, FBI, Mobile, Ala* 3/12/65. 
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EDGAR WILTON STRIPLING residing in a room oyer BILL 
GORDON y s Cafe at Washington Street and Selma Avenue, Selma, 

Alabama, was interviewed and furnished the following information: 

He advised that he Joined the 167 th Infantry, U. S. 

Army, in 1939, and was discharged June 8, 1942, The reason 
for his discharge was due to the fact he had stiffness in joints 
in both elbows and in his fences. He received treatment in the 
Lawson General Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia, about one year after 
his discharge and stayed there for about six months. 

He was also treated at Veterans Administration Hospital, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and was confined to this hospital from 1949 
to 1957, In 1959 he reported to Veterans Administration Regional 
Office, Montgomery, Alabama, and was afforded physical examination 
by their office at this time. He did not state where this physical 
was given. 


He stated that his military service number is 20416507 
and that he is receiving monthly disability checks in amount of 
$78.75 at the present; time. 

STRIPLING after viewing six photographs of different 
individuals among which group were included the photographs of 
NAMON O'NEAL BOGGLE, Selma Police Department Number 11214; 

R. B. KELLY, photograph taken March 10, 1965, by Bureau Agents 
which reflects KELLY dressed in sport shirt, wearing sweater; 
WILLIAM STANLEY BOGGLE, photograph taken March 10, 1965, by 
Bureau Agent, which reflects HOGGLE wearing striped sport shirt 
and a sport jacket;. and photograph of ELMER L n COOK, taken 
March 10, 1965, by Bureau Agent, depicting COOK wearing dark 
suit, white shirt and tie, stated that he identified photograph 
of COOK and WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE as individuals who participated 
in the attack on a white individual on the evening of March 9, 
1965, outside the Silver Moon Cafe. He was unable to identify 
any of the other photographs which were displayed to him as 
persons participating in this attack. 


3/19/65 Selma, Alabama „ MO 44-1233 

SA RYMOND L. BECK and 

SA PAUL M. CONRAD/mjr/ls „ t t J 3/19/65 

bv___ ~ -Date dictated-—-- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the prop erty of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. "1 -{ 











MO 44““ 123 3 
2 


Among these photographs were the photographs of 
Reverend CLARK OLSEN and Reverend ORLOFF MILLER and after 
viewing these two photographs he advised he was unable to 
identify them. 
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Mr. JOHN CHAPMAN, Contacts Offleer.Veterans 
Administration, Regional Office, Montgomery, Alabama, telephonically 
advised as followss 

EDGAR W. STRIPLING, white, male, l2 ’ 

1917 United States Army Serial Number 204 16 506 , „ ^ oc 

n In w served in the United States Army from November 25, 
?o?n" 6 F; 5 Julv 1941 He re-enlisted July 28, 1941, and served 
t° ?a ?oio at which time he received an honorable 
discharge. ^He^as found to be physically disabled due to a chronic 

arthritic condition. 

In 1950, STRIPLING was found to be permanently and 

fA< . all „ Hiaabled due to a condition described as L 
totally disabled aue uo ^ ^ furth er described as being 

100 per cent incompetent. This condition was found to be 
non-service connected. 

According to the file, STRIPLING remains in same 
condition at the present. 
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GEORGE H, HAMM was contacted at the Southland Mower 
Company on 01 - ry Rc i advised that he resides at 
2540 Alabama Avenue and is a night watchman for this company* 




He stated that during the evening of March 9, X9t>3» 
was in the area of the 100 bloc v. of Washington Street in Selma 
attempting to make a long distance telephone call to his brother 
in Montgomery, Alabama to inquire about his mother who was ill. 
He stated that earlier in the evening,time unrecalled, he had 
attempted to ’use the tel ho; It t"- a .11 •"'v v * Moon Cafe hut 
experienced some trouble tr •-..■•Id net his call through 
later , the totr ■ >fc 'e across the street from 


Silver Moon when?,-, h* *'■ \ 


P 


; t" fee and 


the owner, BEN VAF n 
Avenue to broad 


. 

•where h 


:: ;■ ■■ ■; •*; 


• - the time 
t*.? that he walked 
7 reIp attempted to 


the 

of 

west 

put 


day with 
on Se Ima 

his call tta • •- rator K® answer in 

Montgomery. He said he then turned toward the Silver Moon Cafe 
and upon reaching the cc. r*r.er of ’tfs vhingtoa .Street at a position 
in front, of * awn Shop dire fely across the street from the 
Silver Moon Cafe, he suddenly e>* .. group of men attack a smaller 
group of men right at thr corn*** of the building in which the 
Silver Moon Cafe is located. He stated that as close as he can 
place the time it must have beer a few minutes before or after 
8 p.m. He stated that l not imme Ly see what occurred 

until he saw three to five men ilsperse from the area of the 
scuffle and seem to scatter in all directions. He said he saw 
no club or weapon of any kind and the next thing he knew 
he saw two men on the ground by the Silver 
did not see them fall and did not see them 
As they arose from the sidewalk two of the 
one up and they moved on down Selma Avenue 


Moon Cafe, however he 
being knocked down* 
men helped a third 
toward Sylvan Street, 


Mr. HAMM stated that from the position he was in and 
as dark as it was he could not tell whether the men involved 
in the assault were white or Negro and could not identify any 
of them as anyone he knew. 
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He stated that he did not see from which direction 
the attackers came from bu" feel-, they were on the same side 
of Washington Street Silver Moon Cafe is X --ii„ He 

stated that the whole affair occurred in a|:proxlmafcely two 
minutes or less and he saw no one standing n-ear him and could 
not name any other persons who may have observed the assault* 
however believes persons around the area. 

He stated that he would estimate that he had seen VARDAMAN at 
least one full hour before bk ■ a$.~.ault. f when he had had a cup 
of coffee at the Coffee Pot afe» he walked toward 

his automobile in a aoutheriy direction on Jashit ■ Street 
and as he passed the B.1 * k r,l white 7 -I " b Company he 
mentioned to JAMK • M-'" ■ k!f *??■ in the office but coming 
to the front door* that the-e was a bin commotion across the 
sfi * He said MOK$AN mentioned ■ 
he had heard the rorntacticr. • • • >• fad he 5 : .?■ •-.•-i if. 

HAMM stated that as he approached hi a car just past 
the Black and White Cat- t-n-d hr noticed from H-15 white and 
colored people come our. of Walker 1 * r. >fe, wal north on Washington 
Street, turning the cer-nec at the LUv-t? Moon Cafe and walk 
on down towards Sylvan A*, enne. He tn id this group must have- 
passed the Silver Moon t.-„- ;:by minutes or more after the 
assault. 

Photograph.s of r.B. kELLY, nLMEF L. COOK* WILLIAM 
STANLEY HOGGLE and NAM ON O’NEAL HOXOLS were displayed to 
Mr. HAMM and he stated that he knows all of them by sight 
having seen them in the general area over the past two years 
but never knew them by name and could not identify them as 
being persons who participated in the assault. 

He reiterated that the light at that time of day was 
so poor that he does not believe he could identify any of the 
participants in ti ult even if he knew them. 

HAMM stated that he could not give any description 
of any of the persons involved and has not heard anything in 
the way of rumors as to who, the assailants were and has had 
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only general conversations with vai-lous persons in the area 
revolving around the newspaper accounts. 

He stated that he did not see any Negro male around 
Walker's Cafe with an injured eye and does not know any 
man called "'W.D." He stated further that he has cooperated with 
and supported law enforcement officers in Selma and desires to 
help in this matter in any way he can and has furnished all 
information that ha ' n -■ -“"11 it. t v •. •• ratter. 
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HELEN BEVERLY MARTIN, 210 Pranklin Street 9 Selma, Alabama, 
who has been employed about 6 weeks as a waitress at the Silver Moon 
Cafe, furnished the following informations 

She was on duty at the Silver Moon Cafe on Tuesday night, 
March 9, 1965. Also working that night in the Cafe were OUIDA 
LARSON, another waitress, EDGAR STRIPLING, and Mr. and Mrs. 

PETE LACKEOS, the proprietors. During the early evening Mr. 

LACKEOS went hozas for a rest and was relieved by Mrs. LACKEOS. 

HELEN MARTIN insisted that she neither observed nor heard of 
any fight or trouble outside of the Silver Moon Cafe that night. 

She denied hearing any conversation among customers of the Cafe 
to indicate there had been a fight. At about 8 PM that night, 

Mrs. LACKEOS asked her to call a taxi cab which she did. At about 
8:15 PM when the cab arrived, at the request of Mrs. LACKEOS, 

HELEN MARTIN went outside to tell JAMES MORGAN, the driver of 
the Black and White Cab to wait for Mrs. LACKEOS. Just before 
she called the cab she had observed some men standing outside 
the Cafe at a car but she did not recognize them. They appeared 
to be talking and there was no indication of any dispute or 
disorder. 

Upon returning to the Cafe after talking with cab driver 
JAMES MORGAN, a habitual frequenter of the cafe known only 
as SMITTY grabbed her by the arm. Earlier Mr. LACKEOS had 
asked him to leave because he was intoxicated. When HELEN MARTIN 
asked him to turn her loose, R® B. KELLY who was seated & a 
table in front ofthe cafe said "HELEN, he don't have to turn 
you loose 5 '. An argument followed with R. B. KELLY as to whether 
or not she could tell SMUTTY to leave the cafe* Seated with 
KELLY was some insurance man and some other individuals whose 
names are unknown to HELEN MARTIN. She could not recall seeing 
EINEER COOK or O’NEAL or STANLEY HOGGLE in the cafe that evening 
although they are known to her. 

Later in the evening, Lt. D. P» KNIGHT of the Selma 
Police Department came to the Silver Moon and asked her if she 
knew anything about the "ruckus" at which time she thought he 
was talking about a dispute which had occurred in the cafe on 
the previous Saturday night, not knowing that there had been 
a fight outside the Silver Moon Cafe this night. __ 
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HELEN MARTIN was unable to identify by name any other 
customers in the Silver Moon Cafe on the night of March 9 { ? 1965* 
She did recall observing a policeman talking to BILL PRUITT 
and JAMBS GOODWIN, outside of the Silver Moon at about 9 EM* 

When questioned concerning the possibility that she may 
have received any threats or intimidations, HEL>EN MARTIN informed 
that at about 8:30 EM on March 11, 19&5, she received a telephone 
call at the Silver Moon Cafe when an unidentified woman asked 
for her by name* During this conversation three different women 
talked to her in an abusive manner and accused her of being 
the one who had reported the men who were arrested,, They called 
her a "Negro lover"* One of the women also said they were coming 
down about 9 EM when she gets off and that she would be dead 
by the next morning* Then they hung up* Immediately after this 
HELEN MARTIN went to the Selma Police Department and reported the 
incident to Officer SANDERS and Lt. KNIGHT* Lt* KNIGHT informed 
her to tell anyone who bothered her to tend to their own business. 
No one did meet her or molest her when she .left the cafe that 
night* 


At about 7:30 or 8:00 EM on March 11, 19^5 , shortly 
after she received the anonymous telephone call, FLOYD GROOM 
and his girl friend were seated in a booth at the Silver Moon 
Cafe* The girl called HELEN MARTIN to their booth where 
FLOYD GROOM accused her of being the one who identified him 
to the police as being present on Tuesday night* He made 
no threat to her at that time, however, she called Lt* KNIGHT 
at the Police Department and he told her to inform GROOM to 
mind his own business* She did so inform GROOM. HELEN MARTIN 
denied that she was withholding any information because of 
fear she would be harmed* 
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HE1EN BEVERLY MAREBf, 210 Franklin Street, Selma, Alabama, 
forasar waitress at the Silver Moon Cate in Selma, was interviewed and 
furnished the following informations 

She was on duty at the Silver Moon Cafe on Tuesday night, 
March 9, 1965 ,, Her regular working hours were between 11 AM and 
9 Bio " Around 7:30 M, evening of Marjsh 9, 19 65 , she recalled that 
Ho Bo KELLY was in the Silver Moon Cafe sitting at a table with two 
other men, She recalled that one of these seen is employed with an 
insurance company, maybe the Mutual Lire, located in Selma, She 
could not. remember anything about the other man except he was wearing 
a cowboy hat. She could not furnish tne names of these two individuals 
who were sitting at the table with R. js. KELLY and the only description 
she could furnish was that they were about 26 or 27 years of age* 

Although she previously stated that ELMER L, COOK, and WILLIAM 
STANLEY HOOTS and NAMCW O'NEAL H0G0LE were not at the Silver Moon 
Cafe on'March 9, 1965 , she now recalls seeing them there between 
8 and 8:30 m, March 9, sitting at a table with two woman. 


She stated there was a large crowd ini the Silver Moon Cafe 
"hat evening and she believed that all the. 1 tables and booths were 
occupied „ At 8 B4, she went outside to the Black and White Cab 
Company located across the street from the Silver Moon Cafe on 
Washington Street at the request of Mrs, CUCLA LACKEOS, whose 
husband owns and operates the Silver Moon to reserve a cab to 
take Mrs. LACKEOS home. About 5 minutes later, JAMES MORGAN, 
cab driver for Black and White Cab Company, pulled up along side 
the cafe on Washington Street at which time Mrs, LACKEOS came out 
of the cafe and left in the cab. MARTIN stated, when she went outside 
to call for a cab for Mrs, LACKEOS, she did not see any disturbance 
whatsoever and to her everything seemed to be normal. She advised 
she does not know the people who pa-ronize the Silver Moon Cafe due 
to the fact that she has been in Selma, Alabama, only 6 weeks and is 
not acquainted with all. of the customers by name. She further 
advised that she could not recall definitely if Mr, FETE LACKEOS 
owner of the Silver Moon Cafe was present during the time she was 
on duty or whether he went home to rest and relax as he normally 
does between the approximate hours of 6 and. 8 EM. 
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She could not .furnish any information as to who may have 
been involved in the assault on the- white ministers which took 
place in the vicinity of the 1.00 block of Washington Street 9 Selma, 
Alabama„ 
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OUIDA A, LARSON, 201 Alabama Avenue, Selma, Alabama, who has 
been employed for about two months as a waitress at the Silver Moon 
Cafe advised that she was working on Tuesday night, March 9, 19^5 , 
but denied that she had any knowledge of any fight or incident 
occurring outside the Cafe that night. She insisted that she heard 
no unusual noises from the street and that she did not hear any 
customers or persons in the cafe talking about any fight until 
Lt. DANIEL P„ KNIGHT of the Selma Police Department arrived 
asking questions concerning some trouble which had occurred 
outside. LARSON denied that she could recall the names of any 
customers at the cafe that night. She stated that she could 
not remember whether or not EIMER COOK, STANLEY or O'NEAL 
HOGGLE or R. B. KELLY were present although she knows all these 
individuals. She further stated that no one had threatened her 
or intimidated her in any way to keep her from freely discussing 
any information she might have. 
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OUIDA A. LARSON, 201 Alabama Street, Selma, 

Alabama, was interviewed at her place of employment, the 
Silver Moon Cafe (SMC), 138 Washington Street and she 
furnished the following informations 

She was on duty as a waitress at the SMC where she 
has been employed for approximately 2^ months from 2 p.m» 
to midnight March 9, 1965, She stated that during this 
time she was not aware of any unusual occurrence in or near 
the SMC until she was questioned by Lt. DANIEL P„ KNIGHT 
of the Selma Police Department concerning a fight which 
had taken place in the 100 block of Washington Street that 
night, LARSON stated that she recalls seeing R,B, KELLY, 

ELMER L. COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE and NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE 
in the SMC between the hours of about 6^30 to 8 p.m., March 9, 
1965, and that KELLY was already in the restaurant when 
COOK,accompanied by his secretary, JEAN FULLER, and the HOGGLE 
brothers,arrived, She said that KELLY was at a table with 
two unknown men one of whom was wearing a western-type hat, 
however she could furnish no description of these men except 
to say that they were probably about the same age as KELLY, 
COOK and those who arrived with him did not sit at the same 
table with KELLY, however while there she observed that KELLY, 
COOK and the HOGGLE brothers were drinking beer and FULLER 
coffee. She could not state the amount of beer consumed by 
any of those drinking it. 

At about 7:30 p.m, COOK, JEAN FULLER and WILLIAM 
STANLEY HOGGLE left the SMC together, NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE 
and R.B, KELLY remained behind but did not sit at a table 
together and left separately within about twenty minutes. 

She was unable to state whether KELLY left with the men 
with whom he had been sitting,but she did not see KELLY, 

COOK, FULLER or the HOGGLE brothers the remainder of the 
evening. She stated she could not recall by name 
any other customers who were at the SMC on March 9, 1965, 
except FLOYD GROOM, a local man, his girl friend CLARA (LNU) 
and a "local drunk, SMITTY", who she remembered because he 
was a source of annoyance to the customers most of the 
evening. 
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In addition to herself one other waitress , HELEN 
MARTIN., was on duty as well as M.r. and Mrs. PETE Z„ LACKEOS, 
proprietors of the SMC, and EDGAR STRIPLING, who is a general 
duty employee. To her knowledge Mr. LACKEOS went home 
sometime between 6 and 8 p.m. for a period of relaxation 
while Mrs. LACKEOS remained to run the business. Mrs. LACKEOS 
left by cab when Mr. LACKEOS returned shortly after 8 p.m. 
STRIPLING'S hours are irregular and she could not recall 
how long he stayed at work or when he left, 

LARSON stated that she had no knowledge as to who 
may have assaulted the ministers in the 100 block of 
Washington Street, Selma, Alabama, on the night of March 9, 
1965. 
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PETE Z„ IACKEOS 9 804 7th Avenue, Selma, Alabama, proprietor 
of the Silver Moon Cafe located at Washington Street and Selma Avenue, 
furnished the following informations 

Following his usual custom he went home for a rest leaving 
the cafe at about 5:30 FM on March 9, 1965 , and did not return 
to work until about 8 FM that evening., During this time his 
wife relieved him and assumed charge of the cafe. When he returned 
to the cafe at about 8 FM he did net immediately learn that there 
had been any fight or trouble in the vicinity. His first knowledge 
of this was upon the arrival of Lt, D, P, KNIGHT of the Selma 
Police Department, IACKEOS insisted that he could not mention by 
name any of the custoners who came to the Silver Moon Cafe that night, 

Alsc present at the cafe that night were HELEN MARTIN 
and OUIDA LARSON, waitresses, as well as EDGAR STRIPLING who does 
odd jobs around the cafe for his food, IACKEOS explained that 
STRIPLING is a disabled veteran who is mentally deficient. He 
informed that little or no reliance could be placed on anything 
that STRIPLING might say. 
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CUOLA LACKEOS, also ‘known as Mrs, PETE LACKEOS, 80-4 7th 
Avenue, Selma, Alabama, advised that she and her husband operate 
the Silver Moon Cafe at the intersection of Washing-ton Street 
and Selma Avenue in Selma, Alabama, 

On Tuesday night, March 9, 19&5 9 she went to tiie cafe 
at approximately 5 B4 to relieve her husband in accordance with 
their usual practice, so that he could go home and. rest for 
a few hourso She remained at the cafe until he returned shortly 
before 9 PM, During that time she observed nothing and heard 
no conversation to indicate that there was a disturbance on 
the street outside the cafe. She stated that when there is 
trouble outside it is usual for customers to run out and watch, 
but that nothing of this nature occurred that evening while she 
was present. She also denied that EDGAR STRIPLING made any 
comment to her about a fight going on outside the cafe. For most 
of the evening she sat at the cash register located toward the 
rear of the cafe, 

Mrs, LACXEOS acknowledged that she is personally acquainted 
with ELMER COOK, WXLLXAN STANLEY HOGGLE and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE 
and with R, B- KELLY, She observed all of them in the cafe 
shortly before she left at PM at which time they were 

drinking coffee. At that time KELLY was sitting with two 
other men whose names are unknown to her at a table in the ^ 
front of the cafe, ELMER COOK and the HQGGLEs were seated in 
the rear of the cafe, 

Mrs, LACKEOS informed that during the evening she sent 
EDGAR STRIPLING to look for a policeman because a roan known to 
her as SMUTTY was drinking and was annoying customers at the cafe. 
Hie had refused to leave upon being requested to do so and moved 
from table to table disturbing people, HELEN MARTIN had asked 
him to leave and be had refused. Shortly later EDGAR STRIPLING 
returned without a policeman but by this time SHITTY had left the 
cafe and nothing further was done about this. 

It was not until about 1 AM the following morning when 
her husband arrived at home from the cafe and woke her that 
s fop, learned there had been trouble outsi d e the cafe during that -. 

evening, - 
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MORRIS KENNETH PERKY, Age 26 years, Home address 
2520 Water street, Selma, furnished the following information: 

He frequents the cafes on Washington Street regularly, 
visiting mainly the Coffe Pot Cafe, Silver Moon and Carter®s 
Drug Store * He recalls distinctly visiting this area on 
Washington Street at approximately 6 00 or 0 s 30 p.m,, 

March 9, 1965, and remaining there until approximately 
10"00 p.m. He believes that ©m this particular evening, 
he spent the entire time in the Coffee Pot Cafe, 

PERKY knows R. B a KELLY, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGCLE, 

RAMON O'NEAL HOGGUS, and ELMER L. COOK well from having seen 
them in the Selma Avenue - Washington Street area, talking 
with them and drinking with them. He stated that he did not 
see any assault during the entire period of time he was 
there on March 9, 1965, and that he did not hear any 
assault taking place. He related that the first time he 
had heard of such an assault was during the next; day at 
work . 


PERRY feels certain that he saw "BUCK” HOGGLE and 

R.B. KELLY at the Coffee Pot Cafe sometime during the 
evening of March 9 S 1965, but could not state the 
exact time. PERRY does not recall seeing BEN YARDAMAN 
at the cafe. He knows YARDAMAN to be the owner of the 
cafe. 


PERRY is certain that he did not drink any alcoholic 
beverages during the night of March 9, 1965, but could 
furnish only the names of the waitresses at the cafe as 
individuals he recalls seeing in addition to HOGGLE and 
KELLY. 


PERRY left the Coffee Pot Cafe sometime around 
10 00 p.m., walked to the Black and White Taxi Cab stand, 
got a cab and went home. While he was at the taxi stand, 
he recalls seeing MACK JACKSON and CHARLES GEDDY hanging 
around the taxi stand. Prior to leaving for home, PERRY 
recalls seeing a group of approximately 25 individuals, 
both white and colored, leaving the Walker's Cafe, walk 
toward the Silver Moon Cafe, turn right onto Selma Avenue 
and walk down that block, __ 
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It was noted that PERRY was exceptionally nervous 
during this interview and stated that he did not see 
anything , that he did not want to become involved in any 
racial matters. He would furnish iso further .information 
in regard to this matter. 
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Mr. MORRIS PERRY, 2520 Water Street, was 
recontacted, at which time he stated that he recalls 
now that on the night of March 9, 1965, he left the 
Silver Moon between 10 and 10:30 P.M., and recalls 
no further information regarding the assault of three 
ministers that evenina. 

He stated that he has not spoken with R. E« 
KELLY, the HOGGLE brothers or ELMER COOK since the 
assault and has neard no conversation about the assault. 


PERRY stated that he would hesitate to tell 
the FBI anything at all that he may hear about this 
case, as he does not want to see anyone get into trouble 
and also that he would rather keep himself completely 
out of the matter. 
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Mr. BASIL HOUSTON SMITH was interviewed at the 
Selma, Alabama Police Department, at which time he stated 
he is also known as "SHITTY", residence the Old South Tourist 
Court, and employment with Mr. C 0 E. CAMPBELL as a roofer. 

He stated during March 9, 1965,he had been drinking 
and at approximately 3:30 p.ro. went to the Silver Moon Cafe 
with an unknown man., Mr, LACKEOS, the proprietor, did not 
sell him anything to drink because he was already drunk. 

He said he recalled that some man pushed him in 
front of ELMER COOK'S place, the C & C Novelty Company, 
and told him to shut up, claiming SMITH had called him an 
S.O.B, SMITH said he did not know who the man was and could 
not identify a photograph of NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE as being 
this man and stated that he does not know HOGGLE. 

He stated that, however, he knows R.B. KELLY, ELMER 
COOK and WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE as men he has seen hanging 
around the places in the vicinity of the intersection of 
Washington and Selma Avenue. He denied seeing any of the 
four men named above around the Silver Moon Cafe during 
the evening of March 9, 1965, He claims he was drunk and 
does not recall being inside or outside the Silver Moon Cafe 
or seeing any commotion or assault there later that evening. 

He did recall walking past the Black and White 
Cab Stand sometime during the evening and speaking with 
someone there but could not recall whether it was JAMES 
MORGAN or MAC JACKSON or just who was in the cab stand. 

He said he did not recall having any conversation with a 
waitress in the Silver Moon Cafe and does not know any of 
the evening waitresses by name. 

He said he did not hear of the assault on the 
tnree ministers until the next evening when someone around 
that area, name unknown, told him about it. He said he 
has no information and has not heard anyone say who 
was involved in the assault and he was unable to identify 
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photographs of Rev. MILLER or Rev. OLSEN as anyone he 
has seen. 


He stated that he has the reputation of being 
a "drunk" but he is known to be a good worker when 
sober. He stated that he served in the United States 
Army, having Serial Number 34588176, has a fifth grade 
education, and received a $107 per month check from the 
government in connection with his 50 per cent disability 
resulting from military service. 
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SPENCER CUMMINGS, a barber at the City Barber 
Shop, 216 Broad Street, Selma, Alabama, who resides at 
1109 Selma Avenue,Selma, Alabama, advised that on the 
night of March 9, 1965 , he arrived at the Silver Moon 
Cafe at about 9 p 0 m* When he arrived, he saw VERLON 
THACKER sitting alone at a table and joined him* 

CUMMINGS and THACKER had a couple of beers and then 
with BILLY EDWARDS left the Silver Moon Cafe at about 
10 p,m„ and went across the street to the Coffee Pot 
Cafe where they remained about one hour. 

After leaving the Coffee Pot Cafe, CUMMINGS 
stated he went to the Bamboo Club with BILLY EDWARDS 
and was there at about 11s00 pm or I2s00 Midnight 0 CUMMINGS 
and EDWARDS then left the Bamboo Club about 12s30 a*m* 
and EDWARDS dropped CUMMINGS off in downtown Selma* 

When shown photographs of the subjects, 

CUMMINGS stated he knew R 0 B 0 KELLY by name but knew 
ELMER COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY HOOGLE and NAMON HOGGLE 
by sight only* 

CUMMINGS did not recall having seen any of 
the subjects on the night of March 9, 1965 « CUMMINGS 
further stated that he saw no incidents and that he 
heard nothing on the night of March 9, 196,5, concerning 
an assault on three white ministers* 
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WILLIAM D. PRUITT* 80X Lauderdale Street* 
Selma* Alabama* advised that on the night of March 9* 
X96s he was at the Silver Moon Cafe periodically 
from 5 to 9 P.m. PRUITT left the Silver Moon Cafe 
several times that evening to go to his boarding house 
located at 801 Lauderdale Street In an attempt to obtain 
a room for an unidentified friend whom he met at the 
Silver Moon Cafe that night. This indivldixal was 
described as being 5 feet 10 inches tall* weighing 
140 pounds* slender build* and having reddish wavy 
hair, PRUITT did not know how this individual could 
be located. 


PRUITT advised that in addition t© going to 
his boarding house that night he also went to the Coffee 
Pot Cafe and to Gordon * s Cafe but could not remember 
the times he was In these establishments due to the 
fact that he was drinking heavily. PRUITT stated that 
he did witness an Incident at the Silver Moon Cafe* 
which he believes occurred about 7 P°m. Three Negro 
males and a white woman entered the Silver Moon Cafe 
and at this time three white males who were already in 
the Silver Moon Cafe* and whom PRUITT did not know* 
jumped up and one ©f these men took a swing at one of 
the Negroes. 

PRUITT stated that the three Negroes and the 
white woman then left the Silver Moon Cafe and walked 
toward the Police Station. 

PRUITT advised that this was the only incident 
he observed on the evening ©f March 9* 1965* and that 
he heard nothing that night regarding three white men 
being assaulted. 

PRUITT stated he did not know R. B„KELLY* 

ELMER COOK* WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGrLE* and NAMON HDSGLK 
and when shown photographs ©f the subject* he stated 
ELMER COOK and WILLIAM STANLEY BOGGLE looked familiar. 


On 3 / 18/65 nt Selma, Alabama _ File # Mobile 49- 1213. 


SAs VICTOR Bo SNIDER and 
by_ GARLl-E, BEASQN^gmh- 


Date dictated - j/^ 3 / 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It is the property of the FBI 



and is loaned to 

m 















WITHDRAWAL NOTICE 


RG: 65 Federal Bureau of Investigation 
SERIES: 

NND PROJECT NUMBER: 50873 FOIA CASE NUMBER: 29727 

WITHDRAWAL DATE: 11/20/2008 

BOX: 01284 FOLDER: 0001 TAB: 8 DOC ID: 31206781 

COPIES: %\ PAGES: 

j ACCESS RESTRICTED] 

The item identified below has been withdrawn from this file: 
FOLDER TITLE: 44-HQ-28441 110-120 Section 4 
DOCUMENT DATE: 03/19/1965 DOCUMENT TYPE: Report 
FROM: 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 44-28441-110 (page 120) 


The original version of this document has been withdrawn. Attached is a copy of the original 

with portions deleted for the following reason(s): 

FOIA(b)6 
FOIA(b)7 - (C) 


WITHDRAWAL NOTICE 






























''Screened 


By; SearcherS 


MO 44-1233 

2 


PRUITT further stated he could not recall 
seeing any of the subjects on the night of March 9 , 
1965. 

PRUITT also stated that he does not know a 
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Mr. JAMES C. GOODMAN» 1529 Range Street, Selma, 
Alabama, advised that on March 9, 1965, he was at the Silver 
Moon Cafe from about 4;00 to 4;30 PM At about 4:30 PM he 
left the Silver Moon Cafe and went home to get cleaned up. 

At about 7:30 PM GOODMAN went to the Coffe Pot Cafe and was 
there about one-half hour. GOODMAN then went across the 
street to the Silver Moon Cafe and was there from about 8:00 
to 10:30 PM. After leaving the Silver Moon Cafe, GOODMAN 
went home. 


GOODMAN advised that on the evening of March 9, 
1965, he was alone except for the time he was at the Silver 
Moon Cafe from 8:00 to 10:30 PM, at which time he was with 
his brother-in-law, WINSTON SMITH f and WILLIAM PRUITT. 
GOODMAN stated that while at the Silver Moon Cafe and the 
Coffe Pot Cafe, he witnessed no incident. 

GOODMAN advised that he knows R, B 0 KELLY but 
does not know ELMER COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE, or NAMON 
O'NEAL HOGGLE. GOODMAN stated that he did not see R„ B. 
KELLY on the evening of' March 9, 1965. 

GOODMAN said that he might be leaving Selma, 
Alabama, soon but that he probably could be contacted at 
Route #2, Frisco City, Alabama. 
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Mr, JACK RIDDLE, 1315 LeGrand, advised that he is 
a pulpwood worker and sometimes works on a house demolishing 
crew. 

RIDDLE stated that on March 9.* 1965 , he had been 
working on a demolishing job on Alabama Avenue In Selma, 
Alabama, and at approximately 2:30 p.m. he went to the 
Silver Moon Cafe at Washington Street and Selma Avenue, 
where he drank beer until approximately 5:00 p.m. He recalled 
seeing FLOYD GROOM In the cafe around that time but off hand 
could not recall anyone else he knew there. He stated that 
he went directly home where he cleaned up, ate supper and 
around T:10 p.m. he and his wife went to the hospital to 
visit his brother, and he never went back to the vicinity 
of the Silver Moon Cafe that night but returned home and 
retired. 


RIDDLE stated that he occasionally stops at the 
Silver Moon Cafe and the Coffee Pot Cafe across the street 
to drink coffee and have an occasional beer. He said he 
used to be in the used car business and while attending 
the auto sales at Midfield, Alabama, several years ago he 
met ELMER COOK, R. B, KELLY and WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE at 
these sales as they were also in the used car business. He 
stated that he knows NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE by sight only. 

He said he did not see any of the above four named men during 
the afternoon of the day on which the assault on some 
ministers occurred. He said he has not spoken with them 
recently and had not heard them express their sentiments regard¬ 
ing any racial matters and has never seen any of them in 
possession of any brass knuckles or club or any other weapon. 

RIDDLE stated that he first heard of the assault 
on some ministers later during the evening of the assault 
when Lieutenant KNIGHT of the Selma Police Department came 
to his home, stating there had been an assault on some 
ministers and a witness had identified RIDDLE as being 
present in the Silver Moon Cafe when it happened. He said 
he told Lieutenant KNIGHT of his activities during the 
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evening, which KNIGHT verified by speaking with Mrs. RIDDLE 
and possibly making inquiries at the hospital. He emphati¬ 
cally denied that he was in the vicinity of the Silver 
Moon Cafe after 5;Q0 p.m. on the evening of the assault 
and stated that he did not witness any Incidents In the 
Washington Street area. 

RIDDLE stated further that he was not aware that 
white people were eating in Walker's Cafe and Informed that 
he is sympathetic with the ministers In this case and does 
not believe In violence of any type for any reason and 
would not hesitate to tell all he knows about any such 
Incidents. 


RIDDLE stated that he has been co-operative with 
law enforcement agencies in Selma and is personally ac¬ 
quainted with Lieutenant KNIGHT, and he will be alert to 
learn of any information regarding the subjects or to 
identify possible eye witnesses and advise Lieutenant KNIGHT 
of anything he learns. 

RIDDLE recalled that the last time he saw EIMER 
COOK was approximately 2 weeks ago when COOK, offerred him 
a sum of money to purchase RIDDLE's automobile and truck, 
which RIDDLE turned down because the price was too low. 


FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


nm. 3/SO/65 


1 


JACK J. REASON, Route % Box 2980 New Orrville Road,, was 
interviewed at his place of employment , the Reliable Olds Company, 

1,6 Lawrence Street, Selma, Alabama. He was immed lately advised of 
the identity of the interviewing Agents 'and was advised that any 
information furnished by him could be used in a court of law. 

Mr. REASON furnished the following information: 

He advised he is a. salesman at the Reliable Olds 
Company. On March 9* 19^5 <> he reported to work about 8:30 AM, 
and went about his regular duties for that day. later that 
afternoon he picked up SAM SMXTHEHMAN, who is the brother of 
JOSEPH SMITHERMAN^ Mayor of Selma, and proceeded to the Mayor * s 
office. While at the Mayor's Office, he discussed the purchase 
of a new automobile by the City. Following this dicussion SAM 
SMITHERMAN an* he proceeded to GOODMAN ’ s Used Car Lot and 
talked with the owner, Mr. SAM GOODMAN about business prospects. 

At about 5:30 HI, REASON took. SAM SMITHERMAN home 
and then proceeded down Summerfield Street stopping at the Big 
Bear Grocery Store and arrived at his home about 6 PM. Upon 
1 arrival he learned from his wife that the Tew Curb Market had 
called and ordered a truck load of produce which REASON'3 father, 
W00DF3N GRADY DEASON, was bringing in that night from Magnolia 
Springs, Alabama. 

His father arrived at his home about 7 PM and after they had 
dinner, his father asked him if he would help him deliver a truck 
load of produce to Tew Curb Market which is located at £119 Selma 
Avenue, Selma, Alabama. They then delivered a truck load of produce 
Ip a i960 Ford red and white in color, rear portion of which is 
enclosed so that large, light-weight produce can be hauled. En 
route to Tew’s Market 'they proceeded along Selma Avenue and 
passed the intersection of Selma Avenue and Washington Street at 
about 7: V? PM. He could not remember if he was stopped at that 
intersection by the traffic light* 

They arrived at Tew’s Market a few minutes later and 
unloaded the produce with his father and Mr. C, E. TEW, owner of 
Tew Curb Market. While at Tew Curb Market he recalls seeing 
CECIL BELCHER, who was there to purchase same of the produce _ 
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Tbeing delivered by them® After they finished unloading the truck 
which took about one hour* his father and he returned to his 
home in the above mentioned pickup truck„ During the time they 
were unloading the produce* he did not leave the area of Tew 
Marketo 

BEASON stated his father and he went directly 
home and again followed Selma Avenue which took them past the 
intersection of Selma Avenue and Washington Streets He again 
advised he could not recall if he stopped for the traffic 
light at this intensectlon. 

When they arrived home at about 3°30 PM or possibly 
later* his wife advised him that there was a news bulletin on 
television regarding an attack on white ministers in Selma* 
Alabama. This was' 1 the first he knew of the assault* 


He stated that he -was not parked outside the Silver Moon 
Cafe at any time during the evening of March S 9 19^5 * 


The following description 
observation and interviews 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of birth 

Place of birth 

Eyes 

Hair 

Height 

Weight 

Build 
Complexion 
Scars and marks 

Jt 


of DEAS0N was obtained through 


S'e&'JtC 


Wife 

Occupation 

Employment 


JACK 


C J^BEASOH 


f 1 AJjptsS — New 

™y -2 tf 


Mala 

White 

August 31* 1331 
Bimingham* Alabama 

Gray 

Light brown 
5 1 U !l 
220 lbs. 

Heavy 

Pair 

2 !! scar on right side of forehead; 
If" scar on bridge of nose. 

Married 
BETTY SEASON 
Salesman 

Reliable Olds Co. 

1 6 Lawrence Street 
Selma* Alabama 


I/A 






h 


I A 
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Children 
Military service 


Service Number 
Education 

Present address 

Home Phone # 
Arrest record 


Son, 6 years of age 

Served in the Array from January 1 6 , 

1951a to December 5 a 1953a and 

received an honorable discharge 

24-51-9912 

Completed High School at 
Mapleville, Alabama 
Route 5 a Sox 296, 

New Orriville Road, Selma, Alabama 

874-8705 

Arrested for speeding by Selma 
Police on Dallas Avenue, Selma, 
in October, 1964. Pined $l4. 
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CARL SEELE p Jr., Box 561, Selma, Alabama, stated 
on March 9, 1965, between 7 and 7:30 p.m, he went to the 
Silver Moon Cafe when he arrived from the La Porte T.V. Repair 
Service where he had been from 5:30 to 7 p.m, He noticed a 
Volkswagen station wagon on Washington Street facing the 
Silver Moon Cafe. 

While at the Silver Moon he saw R.B. KELLEY and a 
man named BILL (LNU). This man named BILL left about 15 minutes 
before SEELE. 

SEELE heard no noises or disturbances during his stay 
of about 45 minutes at the cafe. About 20 minutes after arriving 
he was asked by a person in the bar to go to the door and call 
outside for someone. This he did. SEELE said he had two mixed 
drinks and two beers at the Silver Moon Cafe and while he was 
drinking R.B. KELLEY mentioned to him something about a "ruckus" 
outside. This was all SEELE remembered of the incident. 

There were 15 to 20 people in the bar including one 
of the HOGGLE brothers, possibly STANLEY, the bigger of the two. 

A man named GROOMS was also present, as was a man described as 
being 5 T 6", 140-145 lbs., 45-50 years old, wearing a sport shirt 
and tie, who talked to KELLEY and SEELE at the table. 

While R.B. KELLEY was drinking with SEELE, KELLEY left 
the table for a short while, possibly to answer or make a phone 
call, 

SEELE went directly home and did not see any evidence 
of an assault outside the Silver Moon Cafe, 


On 3/10/65 at Selma, Alabama _ 

SAs JOHN J. SWEENEY and 

JAMES MICHAEL BARKO/kzh 

by -;- m 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion of the FBI. 
your agency; it and it B contents are not to be distributed outBide your agency. 


File # MO 44-1233 _ 

J . J 3/13/65 
Date dictated-- 

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 


/27 















FD-302 (Rev* i-25-$0) 


FE. .RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


rw. 3/13/65 


X 


EARL LEE MELTON, 200 Summsrfield Road, manager of the 
Firestone Retread Shop, 1119 Church Street, both Selma, Alabama, 
was interviewed at the Federal Building, Selma# At the outset 
of this interview MELTON expressed a complete unwillingness to 
furnish any information to Agents unless he had to. He stated 
that he had no sympathy for the men who were assaulted near the 
Silver Moon Cafe on the night of March 9., 19^5, indicating that 
he believed they had brought this on themselves# He also 
commented he believed they got what they deserved l! , and he would 
be unwilling to disclose any information that would be detrimental 
to the men who had assaulted them. He did acknowledge that he 
had been at the Silver Moon Cafe on the evening of March 9, 1965 , 
and added that he understood something had taken place just before 
he had arrived. He stated that he did not know anything about 
this incident. He also acknowledged that he is a brother-in-law 
of CARL SEELE who works at the Mutual Savings Life Insurance 
Company, Selma, Alabama. 
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TKooK P ¥IUI GUT who is ai so known as s L-.m “ 
va* ntervlowed at hi s ros.i fierice.. Apartiriont i y>R 
Alabama Street and turmsh.nd feho foi lowiiffcf i nformation: 

Wright stated that ho visited the Silver Moon / 

Cats (SMC) only once on. March -} 1965. and he arrived 

thono at about 11 P»M. Ho stated tit M t ho st'av?d thprR 
about- to minutes, drank coffee while there and h s does 
not recall anyone else we in a thct i at the time •. In faro . 
he is reasonably certain ther~ vtre -no customers in the 
SMC while he was there, x.t, DANIED KNIGHT of the Selma 
Police Department was the only other individual m the 
cafe and he was fa)kind to the owner PETE GACKEOb. The 
:wo wait? ?sses who or* ari work at niqht at the 31 

: outside t ■* i.k i n n and they c. it nol t cafe while 

he was there. 


WRIGHT advised he had visited various locauoas 
i ' Selma during the cc rge o, the day an- at 
: 11 purpose of his visits throughout, rhe ci •. y was r .•■* 

•-c 1 iect on certain accounts for which he hid done welding 
work as he is a weldor by trade He said he i 1 so works 
lor the He 'dry Furniture Company in Selma and spent 
seme r ime there on Mu .-eh 9. 1965. 


’WEIGHT advised that hr * he htt oi h - *« taco t lection 
he did r>or see any of the sub iect £ during (:hr day or d ■* ina 


f '<■ 9 H 5 , 1 o 1 e a eg u a i 


■ th a i : 


the oveniRcr of March 9, 't 965 
subjects arc! has known them for several y -ars Hr- was , 
i" fact; in business with COOK at one time or -if least 
was running a weld? eg shop fo*~ knowr as Hie A Weldir.c 

Shop ? n Solm j Which ope* -'■*<?- in .)anv*ary 1961 He remained 
m ©THp i ,- v ■• 1 ■ ■ ■■ it fch ■■ fomp ty ■■.v ■ . i sbont itd ddl(? of 

^be business was owned by COOK, e. L. CASE!*: and 
BEN VAROAMANtne latter two of whom are a iso bus>.n^samen 
in the Selma area He re car led that- CASE! do itilfi o-u: 

-> s other two partners in ear.1v 19b2 and that sometime 
dnr; no the succeedina s.i x months , whi 1 e he w.as st. ? -. L 
employed the re * CASK! accused hi m of embe * x : >. no mo-xiy 
from the comoanv He said that at no time had COOK e- 


On 


.1 -- c: 1 


* t; ;y 


.at _be- - iv*a .. A I nriFnia 


File # i iu J 4 »-;.....liL 


SAS PA: I, Me CONRAD and 

-BECK-a-tea- 


. Date dictated 


3-“ 30 —fc> *? 


by - 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your ageiicy,^^^ 













MO 44-1233 
2 


accused him of embezzling or stealing money from the A-l 
Welding Company and, further, that COOK has never even 
discussed money matters with him nor has he had any 
arguments with COOK about accounts of the A 1 Company 
or any other financial matters. He stated that COOK 
has always treated him right and has never struck him 
or done him any bodily harm. He realized COOK has the 
reputation of having been in many fights in the past; 
however, he has never seen him fight nor does he know 
him to have or to have used brass knuckles in any 
fight in which he was involved. 

WRIGHT stated that he has seen COOK only about 
three times since the assault on the white ministers 
on March 9, 1965 , and has seen NAMON O'NEAL I-IOGGLE, 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE and R. B. KELLY only once or 
twice since that time. He stated that none of these 
individuals has discussed the assault on the white 
ministers with him. He personally was not involved in 
the attack, does not know the subjects to have been 
involved in it and has heard no one mention who might 
have been involved. 


i 30 
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Mr. JOSEPH S„ SMITH, Washington Street, exact 
address unknown, was Interviewed at his place of employment, 
the Coca Cola Company, Green and Alabama Streets, and he 
furnished the following informations 

SMITH stated that following his regular tour 
of duty on March 9* 19^5# he left work at about 6:30 p.m, 
and walked to the Silver Moon Cafe (SMC) in the 100 block 
of i Washington Street„ He' arrived there at approximately 
6 s 45 p 0 m 0 and had coffee and left about J%QQ p 0 m P He said 
he walked to his home which is Just a few blocks from the 
SMC 0 


He advised that during the time he was in the 
SMC he heard nothing concerning an assault on white ministers 
nor did he learn anything about any fight which may have taken 
place in the area of the SMC, 

SMITH advised he knows ELMER L„ COOK, WILLIAM 
STANLEY and NAMON 0 s NEAL HO0GLE on sight, but R n B 0 KELLY 
is unknown to him. He stated the HOGGLE brothers are known 
to him best because he worked at the Cloverleaf Dairy during 
part of the time they were employed there„ He advised that 
he did not see any of the above three individuals, with whom 
he is acquainted, at or near the SMC on the night of March 9, 
1965 . 


SMITH remarked further that he did not learn 
of the assault on the white ministers until the next day 
and he has no knowledge of who may have committed the 
assault. 
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PAUL BOIDFORD, 1922 Griffin Street, Selma, Alabama, 
advised that on the evening of March 9 , 1965* he went to the 
Silver Moon Cafe, located at Washington Street and Selma 
A venue, at around 6s30 p.m. and was inside the Silver Moon 
Cafe for approximately one-haIf hour 0 BOIDFORD stated that 
he had a couple of 'beers with WINSTON SMITH and JAMES GOODMAN* 
At approximately TsOO p o m 0 , BOIDFORD believes he left the 
Silver Moon Cafe and stood around In front of the Silver Moon 
Cafe until about 8s3@ or 9s60 p 0 m* During the time that he 
was standing in front ®f the Silver Moors Cafe, BOIDFORD stated 
that he talked to an individual he believed to be an FBI Agent 
as this individual displayed a badge* BOIDFORD stated that 
when he left the scene of the Silver Moon Cafe at about 8s30 
or 9^00 p 0 m *, he left with FLOYD GROOM. 

BOIDFORD advised that during, the time he was at the 
Silver Moon Cafe he witnessed no fight or assault and could 
furnish no information in regard to an assault of three white 
ministers* 


BOIDFORD further advised that he knows R 0 B* KELLY, 
but that he does not know ELMER COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE 
or NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE* BOIDFORD advised that he did not 
see R 0 B 0 KELLY on March 9s 1965s and he was unable to furnish 
the names of any other Individuals who were present at the 
Silver Moon Cafe on March 9 S 1965c. 


On V?4./6S _at _ S e 1m a r Alabama. 


.File # MO 44-12'33 


by SAs VICTOR B* SNIDER : 


mfm 


Date dictated 


3/26/65 


CARL E. BEASQN 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your J 










FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


n„.. 3/24/65 


1 

WINSTON SMITH, 11 Lily Street , Flamingo Trailer Park , Highway 
80 East, Selma, Alabama, famished the following informations 

SMITH advised fee was at tbs Silver Moon Cafe located at 
Washington Street and Selma Airenue 1m Selma, Alabama, for about 30 
to kO minutes on the night of Marsh 9j> 19^5 ° He further advised 
fee vent to the Silver Moon Cafe alone 'but net bis brother-in-law 
JAMES GOQ3MAN and also saw MOTT BOTTAFCKD (phonetic) , an employee 
of Cleveland Table Factory 0 

SMITH stated he does not know the tine he arrived at the 
Silver Mom hut said not long after his arrival a police officer came 
to the c&fetand questioned customers concerning whether anyone 
witnessed an attack on some white ministers* SMITH further stated 
he did not see an assault on anyone and first knew that an assault 
had. occurred when the policeman arrived and began asking; questions,. 


SMITH was displayed photographs of E1MEH COOK; WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE; NAMON O'NEAL HOCfflEE and R. B* KSU2T, and fee stated the 
photograph, of Si B* KELL Y is ± 4 asailiar hut the other persons are 
unknown to him* SMITH advised he does not know KELLY personally, 
but has seen him around the Silver Moon Cafe* He also advised 
fee does not remember saving KELLY in the Silver Mom on March 9# 1965® 

SMITH stated he did not see the assault on three whits 
ministers on March 9 , 1969, and has heard nothing conceding those 
who participated in this assault* 
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JAMES MORGAN was contacted at the Black and White Cab 
Company, 123 Washington Street, where he stated h© is usually 
dispatcher for this company but on the night of March 9, 1965, 
he was also driving a cab. He stated that he was at the desk 
inside of the office and beard a commotion outside and went to 
the door to look out and saw a crowd of people across the street 
near the Silver Mods Cafe. He said the telephone rang at that 
time and he kept looking at the crowd but could not see who was 
there or what was going on. He said at that moment MAC JACKSON, son 
of the owner of the cab company who was inside the office also, 
came to the door while MORGAN went back to answer the telephone. 

MORGAN stated that he then received a request for a cab and 
departed immediately driving in the direction away from the Silver 
Moon Cafe and when he returned the activity was all over with. 

He stated that JOHN GROVES was another cab driver working that 
evening but he does not know where he was at the time of the commotion. 

MORGAN stated that he has since read in the papers about 
the assault and of the men arrested for the assault. The only one 
he knows personally is ELMER COOK. 

At this point of the interview MAC JACKSON came out of 
the taxi cab office, identified himself by name as the owner's 
son and inquired as to what was going on. Interviewing agents 
identified themselves to JACKSON whereupon he began making state¬ 
ments such as, "God made two races and did not intend for them 
to mix and I go along with the Bible in such matters". He also 
expressed displeasure with outsiders coming into Selma and 
trying to tell people how to run things. 

The interview with MORGAN was terminated at this point. 
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JAMES MORGAN was recontacted at his residences 109 
Lakeview Street, at which time he stated that he has been driving 
for the Black and White Taxi Cab Company for about eight months 
and during this time has come to know ELMER COOK by sight. He 
said COOK runs the C & C Novelty Company located near the Black 
and White Taxi Cab Company. He identified the photograph of 
NAMGN 0 E NEAL HOGGLE as a man he has seen around the area of 
Washington Street but has never spokes with him. He was unable 
to identify the photograph of WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE as any 
man he has seen around that area, however identified the 
photograph of R.B. KELLY as a person he has seen in the area 
but did not know him by name, 

MORGAN stated that during the early evening of 
March 9, 1965, he was answering the telephone inside the cab 
company office and believes possibly he heard somebody walk 
past the front door who may have said that a fight was going 
on outside. He said he looked out of the door and saw a group 
of people standing in front of Walker's Cafe and several more 
people, number unknown, standing in front of the Silver Moon 
Cafe. He said he estimated there were 15-20 people scattered 
up and down the block at various locations on both sides of 
the street but he cannot recall who they were. He said as 
far as the groups standing in front of the cafes, they were 
just crowds of people whom he looked at without specifically 
trying to identify any of them and does not recall that he 
recognized a single person in the crowds. He stated in fact 
his attention was mostly on those persons standing in front of 
Walker*s Cafe because that was the larger crowd and he was 
expecting to see a fight because he considered that place to 
be where trouble was more likely to happen as white people 
had gone to a Negro restaurant. He said he had seen various 
white people going to Walker*s Cafe throughout the day. He 
stated that his telephone was ringing while he was looking 
out the door and since he saw no action, only people milling 
about, he went back in and answered the phone and had to go 
on a call to pick up a customer. He stated that he cannot 
place the time of the occurrence of the commotion and cannot 
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recall who the passenger was which he picked up* He said as 
he drove off there were people still in front of the Silver 
Moon and Walker*s Cafe but he saw no one lying on the 
sidewalk and he saw no one who appeared to be hurt. He 
recalled that while the phone was ringing MAC JACKSON came and 
looked out of the doorway but knows that there was no action 
at that time* 

MORGAN stated that the only persons he can recall seeing 
were SMITTY and BUBBA KYNDARD, who are both ’Vinos" and were intox¬ 
icated and this was some time before the commotion when they 
walked past the front of the cab stand* He said that KYNDARD 
is the uncle of the woman named FRANCES who is manager of the 
Coffee Pot Cafe during the morning hours* 

He stated that BEN YAR.DAMAN S owner of the Coffee Pot 
Cafe s is usually around in the mornings rather than the evenings 
and he could not recall whether YARDAMAN was around the area 
during the assault* 

He stated that some persons who are usually around 
every evening at that time are MORRIS PERRY„ who is stock clerk 
at Baggett Transfer Company; CORA SMITH and another waitress s 
name unknown^ who work in the Coffee Pot Cafe, 

MORGAN stated that he does not recall having taken 
Mrs. LACKEOS, owner of the Silver Moon Cafe, to her residence 
during the evening of the assaults, however she has utilized 
his cab many other nights for a ride home and he has no 
recollection that he has ever spoken with Mrs, LACKEOS about the 
trouble in front of the Silver Moon Cafe. 

MORGAN said he has a lot of Negro friends as well as 
white friends in the Selma area and he has tried not to become 
involved in any racial disputes. He said he has never refused 
cab service to a Negro and carry them like any other passenger. 

He said he has heard a lot of people discussing this matter 
regarding Rev. REEB and he has heard no sympathy expressed for 
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REEB in the Washington Street area and has heard no one mention 
that they had seen the assault or know any other persons who may 
have seen it. He stated that according to the rumors there 
were three or four men involved in the assault of the 
ministers and some rumors say four or five men. He stated that 
he has never had any conversations with ELMER COOK other 
than possibly to say hello and can furnish no other information 
regarding this matter. 
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WILLIAM GORDON, operator of Gordon*® Cafe and 

Gordon*® Rooming House, 111? Selma Avenue, advised that h© Is 
a Special Police Officer of the Selma Police Department. 

He stated that during the evening of March 9j> 1965* 
h© was working In his cafe as were his wife, Mrs. GORDON, waiter 
DONALD BENTLEY, and waitress JOSIE DU BOSE, who were all definitely 
there between 7 3 00 p.m 0 and 6s00 p,m 0 He stated that he could 
not recall specifically the names of any customers who were there 
during that evening and denied that he heard any commotion outside 
or saw anything ©f an assault committed upon three whit© men in 
the Silver Moon Cafe which is diagonally across the Intersection 
from his place of business. 

He stated that he knows ELMER COOK, NAMON 0 9 NEAL 
HOGGLE, WILLIAM STANELY BOGGLE and K 0 B c KELLY # some of whom 
are businessmen around town. He stated that they are not 
regular customers of his and do not come Into the cafe more 
than once or twice s year 0 

H® stated that he has not heard anything regarding 
what happened at the assault or who may have participated In 
It and the first he heard ©f the assault was around 9s3® p*m 0 
that evening when Lieutenant KNIGHT of the Selma Police Department, 
who is a good friend of hia, came in the cafe to see what he 
could tell about the assault. 

Mr. GORDON said he recalls seeing COOK around the 
are® of Washington and Selma Streets during the day but COOK 
is around that vicinity most of the time as he operates a 
business, the C k C Novelty Company, across from the Silver 
Moon Cafe. 


He stated that he has, had no conversation whatever 
with any of the four subjects sine© th© assault. 

He stated h® has seen numerous whit® people who are 
In Selma In connection with the demonstrations g© into Walker *3 
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Cafe 9 a Negro cafe, for the past two months or so, but has 
never heard of any trouble in connection with that, 

H® said he knows BEN' VARDA MAN as own ©! 9 of the 
Goff©® Pot Safe and Pawn Shop and likewise s@®s him numerous 
times throughout the day in that are®, 

GORDON said h® has had general conversation with 
various unr@es'll®d persons in the are® but so far he has not 
spoken with anyone who had any information about the assault. 

He stated that he believes the assault should not have occurred 
and that h© has no sympathy whatever for the subjects and has 
refused t© contribute to a fund being raised for their defense, 

'.Mr, GORDON said that none of the demonstrators, 
either colored or white, have com© to his eaf© for service 
and that h© has no interest whatever in whether or not whit© 
people are going t© Walker*® Cafe and could not identify any 
of those persons going there to @at„ 
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WILLIAM E 0 aOHDOff, mxmg&r? Gordon's Cafe,, Washington 
Street and Selma, Avenue'; Selma* Alabama*, advised she was working at 
Gordon's Cafe during evening of March ;)<, 13&? * She farther advised 
she did not see the assault on three white ministers which occurred 
at Silver Mom Cafe located across the street from Gordon's Cafe* 

She also advised she heard'no discuss ions concerning this assault 
from customers in the cafe* 

GOHDOHf was displayed photographs of KAMQH 0 8 MEAL HOGGLES^ 
WILLIAM BSJmm HDGGLB* KQffi COOK and R e Bo KELLY, and she advised 
COOK and KELLY are known to her from their working in the area of 
Washington Street and Selma Avenue* GORDON stated she does not know 
these men personally^ hut only on a casual Basis p and she was unable 
to furnish any information as to their background or associates,, 

GORDON advised she does not recall seeing any of these 
men on March S s 1965 ^ and could furnish no information regarding 
the assault* 
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Date 


March S3, 196? 


iTjTvr.o D t BEHTLEY fldvtsotf he has been a waiter 
efc lordon*s Ofc during the post five to six months end resides 

in Room. 12 at Gordon's Rooming House, 

He stated that during the night of the assault on 
the throe white men In the front of the Silver Moon Cafe, he 
was working behind the rear part of the counter of Gordon 1 a 
Cafe from SsOO a*m. until 8?00 p*m* and waa not in any position 
to see or hear anything that may have happened at the intersection 
that evening* 

Ho said it was not until the next morning that he 
heard from someone, name unrocalled, that three or four men had 
beaten up three or four white ministers by the Silver Moon Cafe 
or in the alley behind the Silver Moon Cafe, 

He said he did not hear any commotion whatever or 
•ny persons calling taunts to other persons on the street that 
evening and recalled that by 7*30 p#m, moat of the dinner 
customers had gone and there were not many people in the Cafe 
and no more than a usual number of people on the street as far 
as he knew. 


BENTLEY said he has lived in Selma since 1931 and 
knows the H08GLR brothers, COOK, and KELLY just to speak to 
but does not consider any of them to be friends of his* He 
said he usually sees them around the intersection of Washington 
St met and Selma Avenue all of the time but docs not recall 
seeing them the evening of the assault* He aaid also BEN 
VAHOAMAN Is usually around but he also 1$ around, in and out 
most of the time, 

BENTLEY said he has not spoken with the four subjects 
since the assault and has heard very little conversation about 
it and said that it aaems to him like the local people are 
H not talking much about it,* 1 and believes they are keeping 
their mouths shut for fear ef getting involved in it* 
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Ho said he has not been close enough to Walker*s 
Cafe to Identify any of the white people who have been going 
there recently but has only seen them from a distance* He 
said he knows they are all strangers as no local white people 
ever go there and no colored people have come to Gordon's 
for service* 

He stated that he believes the assault of the 
three ministers was wrong and would not hesitate to tell 
anything he knew about it. 
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JOS IE MAE DuBOSE 9 106 Mechanic Street, Selma, 

Alabama, advised that on the night of March 9 ? 1965, she was 
Working as a waitress at Gordon's Cafe located at 1117 Selma 
Avenue. She advised that on that night she witnessed no 
incident or assault involving three white ministers. She 
further advised that she knows R. B„ KELLY and that she knows 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE by sight only but she did not see either 
of these individuals on March 9, 1965. DuBOSE knew nothing 
of the assault and advised she could provide no information 
concerning it. 


On 3/23/65 at Selma 


Alabama 


File # 


Mobile 44-1233 


SA CARL E. REASON and 
SA VICTOR B 0 SNIDER/bah 


Date dictated 


3/24/65 


by 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions ot the FBI. It is the property oi the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency* I i 1 "2 
















FD-302 (Rev, 4-15-64) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date _ 3 / 1 . 9 /fi 5 


Mr. JOHN CRAVIS GROVES, 2502 Water Street, advised 
that he has been a cab driver for the Black and White Cab 
Company during the past 4-5 months and works on the 6:00 p.m, - 
6:00 a.m, shift. 


GROVES stated that during the evening when three 
ministers were assaulted at the Silver Moon Cafe, he could 
not recall his own activities and did not see any commotion. 
He stated that he was at the cab stand and going on passenger 
runs in and out all evening and believes that if there had 
been any commotion while he was in the area he would have 
seen it and therefore can only assume that he must have 
been away on a run when the commotion occurred. 

GROVES said he first heard that there had been an 
assault when "SMITTY" (LNU) came by that evening late and 
said there had been a fight in front of Walker 1 s Cafe. He 
stated that he cannot be absolutely certain that it was 
"SMITTY” who told him of the fight but believes it was, be¬ 
cause he did not ask him for any further details because 
"SMITTY" was drunk that night. 


GROVES identified a photograph of EIMER COOK as a 
man he has seen in the Coffee Pot Cafe a few times but 
never knew him by name. He was unable to identify the photo¬ 
graphs Of NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE and 
R. B. KELLY. 


GROVES stated that as he recalls, that same evening » 
in addition to himself, MACK JACKSON and JAMES MORGAN were 
also working at the cah stand* but he does not know if they 
saw the assault. He stated that he does not believe in 
violence and if he knew anything at all regarding any assaul 
on anybody, he would tell everything he knows about it. 


GROVES stated that he knows a man named BEN (LNU) 
who runs the Coffee Pot Cafe, but could not recall whether 
or not BEN was around the area of Washington Street during 
the night of the assault. He said he does not know FLOYD GROOM 
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and has not heard anybody admit that they had witnessed 
the assault. 

GROVES stated that he very frequently has 
Mrs, LACKEOS as a passenger when he takes her home after 
work from the Silver Moon Cafe, but he does not recall 
specifically if he took her home the night of the 
assault. 


GROVES stated that during the past month or 
so, numerous white visitors to Selma have been eating 
at the Negro cafe across the street called Walker's 
Cafe, but he has not paid any attention to any of these 
people and could not identify any of them. 
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CKARIES K. GADDY, #48 Aster Street, Flamingo Trailer 
Court, Selma, Alabama, an employee of the M & M Electric Company, 
1519 Jeff Davis Avenue, was interviewed at his residence and 
furnished the following information: 

GADDY advised that on the evening of March 9, 1965* 
he left work as usual about 5:15 or 5:30 B4, had dinner at home 
and then returned to the downtown area of Selma about 7:30 
after delivering some clothing to his mother at her home, *110 
Memorial Street* He went to the Coffee Pot Cafe (CPC), 12? 
Washington Street, Selma, which is located diagonally across 
Washington Street from the Silver Moon Cafe (BMC), 138 Washington 
Street and Walker*s Cafe, 100 block of Washington Street* He 
said he had one beer and left the CPC about 8:15 B4 and proceeded 
to the Dallas County Courthouse where he attended a gathering of 
the Dallas County Sheriff's Posse* He said he is a member of 
the Dallas County Sheriff's Posse and usually attends tbe regular 
meetings which are held on the third Thursday of the month and 
also goes to meetings or gatherings at the meeting hall, Dallas 
County Courthouse Building, to play cards as he did the night of 
March 9* 1965* 

The o nly customer he could recall being at CFO was 
MACK JACKSON, an employee of the Black and White Cab Company 
located next door to the CPC who had coffee there* Se, GAiiDY, 
was looking out the window of CPC which faces Washington Street 
and observed several whites and Negroes, male and female 
individuals, walking along Washington Street and some of these 
persons entered Walker's Cafe* Although he saw several white 
and Negro persons enter and leave Walker's Cafe he did not pay 
sufficient attention to them to observe if any were ministers 
nor could he identify any of the persons he observed* 

While at the CPC looking out the window, he did not 
observe a fight or scuffle in the area of Washington Street 
in range or his vision. No attack on white ministers was 
discussed at the CPC while he was there, to his knowledge. He 
recalls that R. B. KELLY whom he has known for 6-7 years came 
into the CPC a few minutes before he left. KELLY was with 
another white male person wearing a cowboy hat but he could 
not identify or describe this person further. GADDY did not 
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observe the direction from which they came but after arriving 
they stayed in the CPC and were still there when he left* He 
advised he is not friendly with KELLY because KELLY cheated him 
at cards about two years ago at Anrvets Hall, Selma, which is 
now closed. 

GADDY said the only thing he saw while at the CHI which 
indicated there may have been a fight nearby was the town 
drunk, SM-TiTY" who he saw passing the CPC had blood on his 
face and clothing. He said he attached no significance to 
SMISHY ’s appearance at the time as SMTTTY is noted for being 
in trouble and he just passed off his appearance as being 
more or less normal. 

GADDY stated he played cards at the Balias County 
Courthouse, March 9* 1965 » and did not hear about the assault 
on the ministers until sometiufe after 10 IM while still playing 
cards and he paid little attention to it and does not even 
recall how the matter came up or who mentioned it. He did 
not learn any details of the assault until the next day when 
he heard about it on a news broadcast. 

He advised he has known EIMEB L. COOK about 1-2 years, 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOCGLE about 6-7 years and NAMGET O'NEAL HDGGIE 
about 1 year, all on a casual basis as he has no reason to 
associate with or have business dealings with them. Of the 
4 subjects, he saw only KELLY the evening of March 9* 1965, 
and only at the CPC, He stated he was not involved in the 
assault on the white ministers on March 9* 1965* had no 
knowledge as totiio might have been involved and has not 
discussed the matter with any of the subjects. 
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Mrs. JOE OLIVER * 907 Green Street;, advised that 
she works as a cook in the kitchen at the Coffee Pot Cafe 
for "Mr, BEN," whose last name she does not know. 

Mrs, OLIVER stated that she was working during the 
night of March 9, 1965, back in the kitchen and did not 
hear or see anything regarding an assault on three ministers. 
She said Mr, BEN was in and out of the Coffee Pot Cafe 
during the evening hours, but she had no idea as to the 
time he was in the cafe or out of it, 

Mrs. OLIVER said she knows Mr. COOK but does not 
recall seeing him during that evening. She was unable to 
Identify photographs of NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE and R, B, KELLY or photographs of Reverend ORLOFF 
MILLER and Reverend CLARK OLSEN as any persons she has ever 
seen. 
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LUTXTXA WARREN* 207 Buckner* advised that she 
is a waitress at the Coffee Pot Cafe located on Washington 
Street in Selma* Alabama* and has worked at the cafe 
for four weeks. 

WARREN was displayed photographs of ELMER COOK* 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOGSLE* WON G 1 NEAL HO OGLE and R 0 B. 

KELLY* and she advised these persons are familiar to her 
but she does not know their names s WARREN stated she 
has seen these men at the cafe on different occasions 
but could furnish no information regarding their activities 
or associates,, 

WARREN also stated she does not know If any of 
these men were at the Coffee Pot Cafe during the evening 
of March 9* 1965 , She further stated she has heard no 
talk about an assault,on three white ministers on the 
night of March 9 * 1965 * and she did not learn of the 
assault until reading about; it in the newspaper the day 
after it occurred 0 
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B. F. CATRETT, 412 Fourth Avenue, Selma, Alabama, 
furnished the following information at his place of 
employment, Kabe® Loan Company, Selma Avenues 

CATRETT advised that ELMER COOK, MILXIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, and R B B b KELLY are friends 

of his, and that he is a business associate of ELMER COOK. 

CATRETT stated that ©n the evening of March 9* 
1965 , he left work at 6 p.ssu, stopped at the Coffee Pot 
Cafe for one cup of coffe, and at approximately 6;15 p.m. 
went haute and remained there the rest of the night, 

CATRETT stated he knows nothing about the assault 
on Reverend REEB on the night of March 9* 1965, no?.* does he 
know anyone who has Information regarding the assault. 
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CORA SMITH, 13X1 la Grand,, -famished the following 
in formation; 

She advised she is the cook at the Coffee Pot Cafe 
which is located across Washington Street from the Silver Moon 
Cafe. SMITH further advised she has worked at the Coffee Pot 
Cafe for eight weeks and does not know many of the customers 
who frequent the restaurant. 

SMITH stated that photographs of WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE 
NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE 5 R.B. KEILY and EIMER COOK are familiar to 
her hut she does not know these individuals by name or any associates 
of these persons. 

She further stated she does not know if any of these persons 
were in the Coffee Pot Cafe on March 9 5 19^5* nor has she heard anyone 
in the cafe discuss the incident involving the assault of Rev. FJEEB 
on the night of March 9 j> 19^5- 
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BRADLEY D, CAPPS, 309 Paulk Avehue, was interviewed at his 
place of business, Capps Auto Service, 2130 Highway 80 East., both Selma, 
Alabama. , He was advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents 
and that any statement he made .could he used in a cohit of law, He 
furnished the following informations 

CAPPS stated that he had no firsthand information concerning 
an allegation that one of the KOGGLE brothers, that is WUXXAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE or NAMGN O'NEAL HOGGLE, had struck any of the ministers, who 
were assaulted in the vicinity of the Silver Moon Cafe, 100 block 
of Washington, Street, Selma, Alabama, on March 9, 1965* He advised 
that he, therefore, did not desire to discuss the matter and would 
not furnish the identity of an unknown source who is alleged to have 
observed the attack on the ministers. He stated that if he should 
obtain any reliable information substantiating this alls gat i oh, he 
would contact the FBI, 
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Mr. BRADLEY CAFKj Capps Service Station, Highway 80 East, Selma, 
Alabama, advised that he lias decided not to dfcralge the mm of the person 
who told him he saw the assault om three ministers. 

CAPPS was advised by SA RICHARD BGCARO that there is a possibility 
he may be subpoenaed by a Grand Jury to testify as to his haewiadgs of 
this case whereupon CAFFS stated that he would refuse to testify before 
any Grand Jury Inw^wtiftb' as he did not witness the assault and tews nothing 
about it ©accept hearsay. 
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On March 20, 1965, a club taken from the automobile 
of R. B. KELLY by Lieutenant DANIEL P. KNIGHT, Selma, Alabama 
Police Department, on March 10, 1965, was submitted to the 
FBI Laboratory for examination. 

By Laboratory report dated March 24, 1965, the 
following findings were reported: 

Specimens received March 23, 1965 

Q35 Club 

Results of examination: 

No bloodstains, tissue particles or human hairs 
were found on the Q35 club. One dog hair, one blue synthe¬ 
tic fiber, three black woolen fibers, one white woolen fiber, 
one pink cotton fiber and one black cotton fiber were found 
on specimen Q35. The type of garment or other source from 
which the fibers originated could not be determined; however, 
the fibers were mounted on a glass microscope slide for possi¬ 
ble future comparisons. 
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Mr. LAWTON LA PORTE, La Porte T.V. Service, 1503 
Selma Avenue, advised that R„B. KELLY has been employed 
there for the past 2% months but he has known KELLY ail 
his life. He said KELLY is married and lives at 137 
Water Street with his second wife, ALICE, and that he has 
two children by a former wife who live with their mother. 

He said he has never been to KELLY 5 s home and does not 
know what sort of home life be has. KELLY has no military 
service and dropped out of school and has been a television 
service man for at least ten years. 

Mr. LA PORTE stated that during the evening of March 9, 
1965, they quit work at their usual time, approximately 5:30 p.m, 
and stood around talking with KELLY and BILLY EDWARDS,who 
is a friend of KELLY's, until approximately 5:40 p.m. At that 
time KELLY and EDWARDS left the t.v. shop saying they were 
going somewhere for a beer. Mr. LA PORTE said that he himself 
also left to deliver a radio to a customer and returned to the 
shop. He said around 6:30 or 6:40 p.m., KELLY and EDWARDS 
returned to the shop and CARL SEF.LB, HENRY H. BAGGETT, also 
a t.v. employee,and WALTER HOLLINGSWORTH were present and 
someone had purchased a fifth of Vodka which they began to 
drink. He said KELLY and EDWARDS had at least one drink of 
Vodka and after the group just about completed the fifth of 
Vodka he closed the shop and everyone left at approximately 
7:10 p.m. 


He heard plans made among SEELE, EDWARDS and KELLY 
to meet at the Silver Moon Cafe for a beer before going 
home and they all got into their respective cars and 
drove away. 

He stated that he could not recall any conversation 
among that group, particularly on KELLY v s part, indicating they 
had any resentment of white people going to Walker's Cafe , 
which is a Negro place, and heard no discussion whatever of 
any plans of an assault of any kind. He said as best he 
could recall the only subjects they spoke about were women 
and fishing. 
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He said KELLY is not the type to engage in any 
violent activity such as an assault of this kind but is 
more of the type who would leave when trouble arose. He 
said he feels certain that KELLY, although having had a 
few drinks, was sober when he left the t.v. shop and 
that there was never any indication whatever that KELLY 
was planning anything like attacking white people who 
were visiting Selma in connection with the voters 
demonstration and if KELLY is in fact involved in that 
assault it must have been completely spontaneous. 

On March. 10, 1965, after learning of KELLY’s 
arrest he went to the police department and signed KELLY's 
bond for $2500 on charges of assault, however did not sign 
his bond when murder charges were filed against KELLY 
later. 


He stated that he has since spoken with KELLY since 
his arrest and KELLY has insisted that he was not involved 
in the attack of the three ministers and has said only that 
he was drinking beer while the assault went on but did not 
say whether or not he witnessed the assault. 

Mr, LA. PORTE said that he had also spokenwith 
SEELE and EDWARDS a day or so after the attack and they 
told him that KELLY did not take part in the assault of 
the three ministers. 

He said the only thing he has heard KELLY say 
in regards to the civil rights demonstrations of white 
and Negro people in Selma was that he wished they would go 
home. 


He stated that he knows the HOGGLE brothers 
slightly but has not spoken with them just before or 
since the assault and that he knows COOK as a businessman 
only. He stated that KELLY is not generally known to 
associate closely with the other three subjects of this 
case and could not furnish the names of any close associates 
of KELLY, 
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He stated that he himself has heard only rumors 
about the assault and generally everyone he has spoken 
with, names unrecalled, have said the four subjects mentioned 
above did not assault the three ministers and he has no 
information as to who did. 

He said the next day after the assault KELLY 
came into the t.v. shop to work and acted normally and 
said nothing about participating in or observing any 
assault. 


He recalled that CARL SEELE later told him that 
his brother-in-law, EARL MELTON, was in the Silver Moon 
Cafe the evening of the assault but did not know what 
MELTON may have seen. 

Mr. LA PORTE stated that if he should receive 
any information whatever which has a bearing on this 
case he will furnish it immediately to his brother, 
Captain FRANK LA PORTE, Identification Officer, Selma, 
Alabama Police Department. 
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WALTER H, HOLLINGSWORTH f 1307 Selma Avenue, 
was interviewed at hie place of employment, the 
American Acceptance Company, 30 Broad Street, and furnished 
the following information: 

HOLLINGSWORTH advised that when he left, work 
shortly after 5 P.M.. March 9, 1965, he proceeded to 
the La Porte TV Shop rn Selma Avenue where he remained 
from approximately 5:30 until the shop closed around 
7:10 P.M Several persons were in and out of the shop 
during the period he was there, but the only individuals 
he specifically recalls being at the shop were LAWTON 
LA FORTE, Proprietor, "SONNY" BAGGETT, and R. B, KELLY, 
emplovees of the shop who were there at least part o± 
the time and all left at the time the shop closed.. 

KELLY arrived there about 6:20 to 6:30 P.M, 

HOLLINGSWORTH stated that conversation 
at the shop was of a general nature and was mostly of 
a "bull session” type. Nothing regarding the racial 
situation was discussed to his recollection nor was 
anything said about planning any violence* He said 
that although when some of the man get together at 
LA poRTE's as they did in the early evening of March 9, 
1965, they will have beer or whiskey to drink, wt he 
could not specifically recall whether they had any 
drinks at the shop that night When the shop closed 
each of the above individuals went his respective way. 

He and "SONNY" BAGGETT lingered outside the shop for 
about ten minutes, talking about finances after which 
he, HOLLINGSWORTH, went home and to his knowledge 
BAGGETT went home,. He did not know plans for the 
evening of any of those at the shop the night of 
March 9, 1965, HOLLINGSWORTH advised that he is a 
casual acquaintance of subjects in this case and 
would estimate that he has known COOK for about ten 
years, KELLY six to eight years, NAMCN O'NEAL HOGGLE 
and WILLIAM STANLEY IIOGGLE, eight to ten years. Re¬ 
stated he has not, to his recollection, discussed the 
assault of the white ministers March 9, 1965, with any 
of the subiects except KELLY, who he saw a day or two- 
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after the assault occurred, at which time KELLY advised 
him he was not involved in the assault on the ministers. 
He said that KELLY advised him that he had been in the 
Silver Moon Cafe (SMC) the night of March 9, 1965, time 
not indicated, and that at some time during the evening 
he heard a scuffle outside the SMC, walked out onto the 
sidewalk two to three feet, noticed there was a scuffle 
in progress and he immediately went back into the SMC 
so that he would not become involved. KELLY told him 
that he did not recognize anyone who was involved in the 
scuffling nor had he heard who was involved in it. 
HOLLINGSWORTH stated that he did not attempt to go 
into detail with KELLY concerning this incident and he 
could recall nothing further he told him about it. 

HOLLINGSWORTH stated that he has no 
information concernino who was involved in the assault 
on the ministers, but personally believes that KELLY 
had nothinq to do with it as he considered him to be a 
very fine person who was prone to avoid trouble rather 
than try to find it. 
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Mr. HENRY H. BAGGETT, 114 Mabry Street, who is a 
TV technician at LaPorte TV Shop, Selma, Alabama, was con¬ 
tacted at his place of employment and furnished the following 
information: 

BAGGETT stated he remained at the LaPorte TV Shop 
along with other employees and acquaintances the evening of 
March 9, 1965. He recalled that he finished work as usual 
about 5:30 PM and stayed at the shop to converse with a fellow 
employee, R. B. KELLY, LAWTON LA PORTE, Owner, and friends 
BILL EDWARDS, WALTER HOLLINGSWORTH, and CARL 3EALY (phonetic). 
He said that all of these individuals were at the shop at one 
time or another during the period 5:30 to about 7:00 or 7:15 
PM when the shop closed. 

With the exception of him and HOLLINGSWORTH, who is 
in the loan business and who discussed a loan for a few minutes 
outside the shop, all of the remaining individuals took off in 
their respective automobiles and left the area of the shop. 

He and HOLLINGSWORTH remained there conversing for about ten 
minutes and then left. 

He believes SEALY, KELLY,and EDWARDS had previously 
made arrangements to meet at the Silver Moon Cafe (SMC) after 
they left the shop although he is not certain of this. He 
believes that KELLY and EDWARDS had left the shop around 
5:30 PM for some unknown reason and returned to the shop about 
6:15 PM. 


While at the shop this group consumed a fifth of 
vodka which he had gone out and purchased at a nearby store. 
The topic of conversation seemed to be HOLLINGSWORTH’S boat, 
a large cabin cruiser, which he maintains in Deston, Florida. 
He said that to his recollection the racial situation in the 
Se 1 maja||Alabama, area was not discussed, and he heard no plans 
for \nNhbence or any other plans which would involve the 
racial question. He said all were in good spirits, had a 
good time, and no one became intoxicated with the amount of 
vodka consumed. 
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After leaving the TV shop and talking to ROLLINGS'*’ORTH, 
he went directly to Griffin Grocery Store on Jeff Davis Street, 
remained there a few minutes, and arrived home about 7:45 PM, 
Within 15 to 20 minutes he left his home with his wife and two 
children and proceeded to the home of a friend, FRED T, 

VAUGHAN, whose address he cannot recall, and remained there 
until shortly after 8 3 00 pm, after which he and his family 
returned home. He did not hear about the assault on the white 
ministers until the 10:00 PM news, March 9, 1965, or the early 
morning news March 10 9 1965. 

While at work the morning of March 10, 1965, and 
before he knew anything about KELLY s being charged in the 
assault, he jokingly said to KELLY s "How come you ripped that 
preacher last night”. He stated he said this strictly in a 
kidding manner and there was no significance to it as he had 
no knowledge KELLY was or would fee charged in the assault and 
at that time did not even know he had been at the SMC the 
night before. His only purpose in making this statement was 
to make conversation, and he would just as likely have said 
it to someone else who might have been present at the time. 


He recalled that KELLY remarked to him that he was 
not involved in the attack„ 

BAGGETT stated he does not recall discussing the 
assault on the ministers directly with KELLY, although he 
has either heard him say or someone else say KELLY, SEALY, 
and possibly BILL EDWARDS did go to the SMC after leaving 
the TV shop on March 9,1965. He has no knowledge as to how 
long they stayed there, although it is his impression they 
were in the SMC at the time the assault occurred. He does 
not know who else may have been with them* whether they stayed 
together while there, or the time they left or whether they 
left together. He said that he had never heard from KELLY or 
anyone else that KELLY left the SMC at the time the ministers 
were being attacked. 

BAGGETT advised he has known KELLY for the past 
seven or eight years and knew him for the past two or three 
months as a fellow employee at LaPorte 5 a TV Shop, He has 
never known KELLY to be violent or to have such a reputation, 
has never seen him intoxicated nor has he known him to have 
been in trouble. He considers KELLY to be a fine person and 
not prone to become involved in committing violence. He said 
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he knows ELMER L. COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY HGGOLE, and NAMON 
O^EAL HOGGLE only casually and has had no dealings with 
them. He stated he noted the newspaper has carried articles 
about COOK indicating he has a long police record, but he 
has no personal knowledge of COOK ? s being in trouble. He 
stated that the only other person he had heard who might 
have been 'it the SMC the night of the assault was HOUSTON 
SMITH, a roofer or carpenter, who apparently spends a great 
deal of time at the SMC. He did not know whether SMITH had 
been, involved in the assault, and he has no knowledge of any¬ 
one who may have been involved in it, including COOK, KELLY, 
and the two HOGGLE brothers. 
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Mrs. BON1TA JEAN* FULLER, Numb e r-77, Capps Trailer 
Park (Buddy trailer), was contacted at her place of residence. She was 
advised of the identity of the interviewing Agents and that she did 
not have to make a statement and any statement made by her could be 

A U . 


used in a court of law. 


Mrs. FULLER was advised that the Agents desired to talk 
to her regarding the assault which had occurred In the 100 block of 
Washington Street, Selma, Alabama, during the evening of March 9, 
1965. At this point, Mrs. FULLER stated that "you have probably 
heard that I was with Mr. COOK when he left the Solver Moon 
Cafe that night and I have been advised by Mr. COOK’s attorney 
not to discuss this matter with the FBI.” She identified Mr. COOK's 
attorney as being Mr. JOSEPFI T. PILCHER, whose office is In the old 
Selma National Bank Building on Broad Street, and stated she believed 
PILCHER was COOK’s attorney on the local and not the Federal 
charge. She said she is employed as secretary to ELMER L. COO K 
at the C& C Novelty Company in Selma. Ihe interview was 
immediately terminated at this point. 
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March 25, 1965 



Mrs. BONITA JEAN FULLER, after being advised of the identity of the 
interviewing Agents, was contacted at the C and C Novelty Company, 129 Washington 
Street, and furnished the following Information; 

Mrs. FULLER advised that she still did not desire to discuss the attack 
on the white ministers on March 9, 1965, with Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
investigation. Mrs. FULLER was advised the the possibility of being called before a 
grand jury as a witness and in response she stated she intended to consult with her attorney 
and would be guided by his advise concerning further discussions In this matter. 
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Mrs- BONITA JEAN FULLER, #77 Capps Trailer Park, (Buddy 
Trailer), Selma, Alabama, was recontacted at her place of 
residence. 


She advised that she did not desire to discuss the 
attack on the white ministers on March 9, 1965 , with the 
Agents of the FBI. 

She stated she had recontacted her lawyer, and 
upon his advice, she still did not desire to discuss this 
matter with the FBI. 
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LEWIS FOREMAN, 2517 Valley Creek Circle, Selma, Alabama, 
furnished the following information at the Bamboo Club, located on 
River Road, Selma: 

He advised he is Vice President cf Bamboo Club, Inc., 
and as such handles most of the book work connected with the 
operation, He further advised the Club does not employ a bartender. 
The waitress on duty handles service of drinks as well as waiting 
on tables. 


FOREMAN was displayed photographs of EIMER L. COOK, 

WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and R. B. KELLY and 
he advised he is acquainted with these men through their being 
frequent customers at the Bamboo Club. FOREMAN also advised he 
has-been in Selma, Alabama, for l| years and is no+ socially acquainted 
with these persons and was unable to furnish nameb of associates 
of COOK, KELLY and the HOGGLE brothers. 


FOREMAN stated that to the best of his knowledge he saw 
EIMER COOK at the Bamboo Club sometime during evening March 9 , 
1965 . Hie was unable to recall time COOK was at the Club or how 
long he remained. 


FOREMAN also stated there were several customers, names 
unknown, at the Club on March 9 , 1 965 . He explained he recognizes 
by sight many customers but he does not know their names or 
anything about them. 


FOREMAN advised he does not know| 
name but that l 
Bamboo Club. 


]by 


]could possibly be a frequent customer of the 

assault 


FOREMAN said he has heard no.discussion regarding 
on Rev. REEB. ■ 

FOREMAN advised that IRENE SOMERLOTT was the waitress 
working on March 9, 1965 and that ETHEL AYCOX was cashier .on duty 

that night. - ' FOIA(b)6 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date 


3/19/65 


PAUL WOODSON, 537 Dixie Drive, furtished the following 

infor mat ions 

He advised .hot he and LEWIS LOREMAN were partners in the 
Bamboo dub, incorporated, and bis, WOODSON 1 ., position is that of 
President of that corporation. 

WOODSON stated be has beer,. f;i the Selma area far 13 years 
and has been acquainted wH>' STANLEY and NAMON HOGGLE ELMER COOK, 
and R„ B. KELLY for sever, cr eight years. WOODSON also stated ' »ese . 
men ore f tequen1 custokers of the Pamber CJ*.b, WOODSON adv«sed he is 
a social acquaintance of ELMER. COOK and rbai he we^ on COOK s bond 
in this matter as we!I os on the b^nd o ( ‘he hOGGLE brothers. 

WOODSON stated he recall? ELMER, COOK and STANLEY and 
NAMON HOGGLE being n‘ :+-e Bamboo Cub sonriw dicing the evening 
of March 9, 1965. WOODSON o'so sfo-ed he does nor know what time these 
persons were at the club, but SJa-ed *ey wee !he-e (cr approximately 30 
cr 40 minutes end had pcss : bly two dr'^ki, 

WOODSON alio advised he did r.ot bear any discussions regarding 
an assault on Reverend REER and fur!her advised be could furnish no 
information concerning this assau't. 

WOODSON stated he knows BEN VAR DAMAN, but does not 
r eca | l if VARDAMAN was in the Bamboo Club on March 9, 1965. He also 
advised he does nor krow l 1 but stated th ere is a customer _ 

who frequents .he club and wtio ii ca lled I H \VOODSON adv.sed 

the person he knows as[ | was, nor ir. the club the night of 

.1 .1 O I OAK — rE .ri 


the person he Knows asi_. , 

M arch 9 . 1965 -, an d reiterated tho! he does rot fellow- if .the personi;he knows 

1 . 1 . . 1 
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ETHEL AYCOX, 703 Old Montgomery Road, Selma, Alabama, 
furnished the following information at her place of employment, 
the Bamboo Club, River Road, Selma. She was displayed photographs 
of EIMER L. COOK, WILLIAN STANLEY HOGGLE, NAM O'NEAL HOGGLE and 
R* B. KELLY and she advised she knows all of these persons from 
their being frequent customers at the Bamboo Club. 

AYCOX further advised she has known R. B. KELLY on a casual 
basis for several years but was unable to identify any close 
associates of KELLY, COOK or the HOGGLE brothers. AYCOX explained 
her association with these persons is not of a social nature, but 
through their being customers at the Bamboo Club. 

AYCOX stated she recalls seeing STANLEY HOGGLE and 
EIMER COOK sitting at the bar of the Bamboo Club on the night of 
March 9, 1965 , but can not remember when they arrived or time they 
left. She stated there were several customers in the Club at the 
same t ime } but she does not remember who was present or if any 
of these other customers were with EIMER COOK and STANLEY HOGGLE* 

AYCOX advised she knows BEN VARDAMAN and remembers him 
being at the Bamboo Club during evening of March 9> 1965* She 
stated VARDAMAN was accompanied by a woman, unknown to her, and 
they sat in the back part of the Club and did not associate with 
HOGGLE, COOK, or other customers. 

AYCOX also advised she doe s not know|_ I hy 

nane and therefore, could not say if| ih The Club on 

March 9# 1965* / 

AYCOX stated she has not heard anyone talk about the assault 
on Rev. REEB and advised she first heard of the assault, the day after 
it happened. N. / 

FOIA(b)6 
FOIA{b)7 
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IRENE SOMERLOTT, 109 3^L Avenue, furnished the following 
information: 

She advised she has worked as a waitress in the Bamboo 
Club located on River Road, Selma, Alabama, for one month. She 
further advised that the photographs of BIMER COOK, WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and R.B. KELLY are identical to persons 
who are frequent customers at the Bamboo Club. She stated she 
does not know these persons by name or any associates of these 
persons. 


SOMERLCCT stated she worked during the night of 
March 9, 1965 , but cannot recall if any of the subjects were 
in the club during that night. She also stated she heard 
nothing regarding the assault on Rev. EEEB and was unaware of 
this assault until March 10, 1965, when she read about it in 
the paper. 
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IRENE SOMERLOTT, 109 Third Avenue, Selma, Alabama, 
waitress at the Bamboo Club, was re-contacted and she advised 
that R. B. KELLY has been a frequent customer at the Bamboo 
Club, SOMERLOTT advised that she has not over-heard KELLY 
mention anything in regard to the REEB assault, 

SOMERLOTT further advised that a CLARENCE SMITHERMAN, 
a barber in the Post Office Barber Shop, has also frequented 
the Bamboo Club and he was over-heard to say that he was an 
eyewitness to an assault, possibly the assault of Reverend REEB 
SOMERLOTT further over-heard that R, B. KELLY, on the night oi 
the assault of Reverend REEB, was in possession of a baseball 
bat, but she cannot remember who made this statement. 
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CLARENCE SMITHERMAF, home address. Route #3, Box 94, 
Selma, Alabama, Barber, Post Office Barber Shop, Selma, advised 
that he did not see the assault of the white minister in the 
100 block of Washington Avenue on March 9, 1965. He related 
that he does not frequent the bars on Washington Avenue, and 
that he has been in the Silver Moon Cafe and Coffe Pot Cafe 
only once in his life approximately three years ago. 

— *• " «£** 

He related that on the seventh of March, 1965, he 
observed the assault of what he believes to be an FBI Agent 
during the course of racial demonstrations on the south side 
of the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama. He related 
that he has previously been interviewed by FBI Agents con¬ 
cerning this matter. He could furnish no further information 
in regard to the assault of Reverend REEB, 


On 4/6/65 ai Selma, Alabama 
, SA RICHARD A. HARBQCK /bah 

by------ 


Fils Mobile 44-1233 
.Date dictated 4/6/65 . 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


f 73 

















I 


FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-60} 


FL„£RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 


Date 
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Mr, EDGAR BENNETT YABJDAMAN was interviewed at his place of 
business, the City Pawn Shop (CPS), 1122 Selma Avenue, Selma, Alabama. 
He was advised of the identities of the Interviewing agents and 
SA RAYMOND L„ BECK advised him that he did not have to make a 
statement and that any statement he made could be used against him 
in a court of law. He was advised of his right to counsel prior to 
making any statement and no threats or promises were made to him. 
VAKDAMAN furnished the following information: 

YARDAMM advised that he came to his office at the CPS 
which he owns and operates, at his usual time on March 9, 1965* 
sometime between 8-6:30 AM. As is normal for many of the 
businessmen located in and around the 100 block of Washington Street, 
they had coffee at the Coffee Pot Cafe (CPC), 125 Washington Street, 
which is also owned by YARD ARM. However, he did not desire to 

mo these businessmen as he could not definitely recall who might have 
been present on March 9i> 1965° He conducted his business at the CPS 
as usual on March 9* 1965 , and closed for the day at approximately 
5:^5 B4 S after which he proceeded to the Selma Motor Company, 100 
block Franklin Street, a used car lot, which is in the block adjacent 
to Washington Street. YARDAMM is part owner of the Selma Motor 
Company with NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and DOUGLAS G. WILLIAMS. VAKDAMAN 
provides finances for operation of this business, NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE 
is the mechanic, and WILLIAMS is the salesman3 profits are split 
three ways among these individuals. VAKDAMAN arrived at Selma 
Motor Company at about 5°50 PM and recalls that NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE 
and WILLIAMS were there at the time. He could not remember whether 
CHARLIE (INU) and WILLIAM (DOT), 2 Negro employees, were there. 

He remained at the Selma Motor Company 20-30 minutes talking to 
NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and WILLIAMS about the business of the company 
after which VAKDAMAN and WILLIAMS left there in one of the company's 
cars, a 1958 Chevrolet, "pink 3 *, in color, at about 6:20-6:30 PM. 
WILLIAMS dropped him off at the CPC and he understood WILLIAMS 
was going to dine out with his wife and Highway Patrolman DUNLOP 
who is assigned to Selma, and DUNH)P's wife. 

About 5 minutes after VAHDAMAN's arrival at CPC, NAMGN 
O'NEAL HOGGLE came into the cafe. He was driving a car from the 
Selma Motor Company lot but VAKDAMAN could not recall the make or 
color of this car. NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE and he drank coffee there 
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and about 10 minutes after they had arrived* Lt* DANIEL KNIGHT of the 
local Police Department came in and sat with them. While KNIGHT was 
there * their conversation was of a general, nature. KNIGHT left after 
about 15-20 minutes and then VARDAMAN moved to another table and talked 
to a regular customer whose name he is unable to recall. Mrs. FRANCES 
BOWDEN* manager of the CPC* was also sitting at that table and 
after a few minutes the customer left the establishment at about 
6:55 PM. VARDAMAN advised that at about 7 PM or possibly slightly 
thereafter* he left the CPC with Mrs. BOWDEN and as he was at the 
door* leaving the restaurant* he was met there by a regular customer 
whose name he does not know but who is a night watchman somewhere in 
town who was coming into the cafe at the same time. While standing at 
the door he talked to this individual briefly about a fight which had 
occurred across the street. 

He recalls this customer had pointed diagonally across 
the street* in the direction of the Silver Moon Cafe when he mentioned 
this fight. VARDAMAN told this customer he did not know of any fight 
and he recalls the customer was unable to tell him the identities of 
those who were involved in the fight. As he looked back into the 
cafe* he recalls seeing NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE standing near the back 
of the restaurant as if he had just come from the washroom. 

VARDAMAN and Mrs. BOWDEN' left the CPC and proceeded to the 
Bamboo Club* River Road* on outskirts of Selma* Alabama* where they 
had dinner and remained there from shortly after 7 PM until about 
9 PM. While at the Bamboo Club* he remembers observing WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE at the bar* however, is unable to recall any of the individuals 
who were with him at the bar. VARDAMAN advised he did not speak with 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE or have any contact with him while at the 
Bamboo Club and saw no other personal acquaintances there. He believes 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE was still at the Bamboo Club when he and 
Mrs. BOWDEN left there at about 9 PM* and returned to the CPC. 

When they arrived at the CPC* he noticed 2 or 3 City and two County 
Patrol cars in the 100 block of Washington Street in the area of the 
Silver Moon Cafe. He talked to one of the City Patrolmen whose 
identity he does not recall as to the reason for them being there* 
and was asked by this Patrolman if he had seen any fight on this 
street earlier that evening. He advised the Patrolman he had not 
observed any trouble in the immediate area and could not furnish 
any information to the Patrolman concerning this matter. They 
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stayed at the CPC for approximately 15-20 minutes and left there 
and vent to Mrs® BOWDEN 11 s apartment , 800 block Pettus Street , Selma, 
where he remained until about 11 PM and thereafter returned to his 
home,. VARDAMAN further advised that in addition to Mrs- BOWDEN 
■who manages the CPC, he has two night operators, Mrs. CORA SMITH 
and Mrs® LUflllE WARREN both of whom live somewhere in Selma® 

VARDAMAN recalls seeing EIMER L® COOK during the day on 
March $ s 1965 , at least once and possibly one other time and could 
possibly have had coffee with him the morning of March 9* 19^5, at 
the CPC® He was unable to state when he last saw COOK onthat date, 
but since COOK operates the C & C Novelty Company, 127 Washington 
Street, which COOK owns along with ERNEST CASEY whom he believes is 
COOK's partner, he knew he had occasion to see him during the day® 

He said CASEY is in his 60’s and has had a stroke in the past year® 

COOK also is in the used car business and operates the G & C Motor 

Company, Water Avenue, Selma, Alabama, and WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE 
is a salesman there and one or two Negro employees also work there 
along with a white mechanic whose identity is unknown to him® He 
also advised that an individual he knows as CATHELL (phonetic), 
and who they call !t B. F®* may be part owner in the C & C Motor 

Company with COOK® VARDAMAN advised that COOK is a close associate 

of his, however, he knows him mainly as a fellow businessman due to 
the fact that he owns and operates the C & C Novelty Company, which is 
in the vicinity of the CPC and both have interests in used car lots. 

He has known COOK for about 4 years® He advised he has known that 
COOK has a police record for assault and battery charges, but to 
his knowledge all of these charges were placed against him because 
of his assaulting Negroes rather than white individuals. He has 
never known. COOK to use any brass knuckles when COOK has been in 
any fights® 

VARDAMAN stated that he did not participate in any attack 
on white ministers which took place in the vicinity of the Silver 
Moon Cafe which is located in the 100 block of Washington Street, 
Selma, on March 9, 19^5, nor did he see any such attack. He advised 
that all he knows about the incident is what he has read in the 
newspapers. 

The following description of VARDAMAN was obtained through 
observation and interview: 
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Name 

Sex 

Race 

Date of birth 

Byes 

Hair 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Complexion 
Scars and marks 

Marital status 
Occupation 


Residence 
Former residenees 

Telephone numbers 


Education 

Relatives 


Military service 


t .- 


aJ 


wmue , /£/> & 

August 20 , 1919 zJL ,A ft *-- f - 

Pensacola, Florida 

Blue, -wears glasses 
Brown, graying, high forehead 
6 * 1 " 

190 lbs. 

Heavy 
Ruddy 

Burn scar on right shoulder, 
in shoulder blade area 
Married 

Self employed - City Pawn Shop, 

Coffee Pot Cafe, Selma Motor 
Company 

Route 4, Box 33PT, Selma, Alabama 
618 Parkinah Avenue, Selma, Alabama; 

Johnson Apartments, Selma. 

CPC - 874-9111 
cfs - 872-3671 

Present residence 874-5134 
Graduate of Shelby County 
High School, Columbiana, Alabama 
Wife - LILLIA KATHERINE VARDAMAN, nee FINLEY 
age 42, born April 5 > 1922 
Son - CHARLES BENNETT VARDAMAN, age 
22, bom May 4, 1942 
Son - JOHN EVERETT VARDAMAN, age 21, 
bom August 15 1 1943 
Daughter - CHERYL KAYE VARDAMAN, 
age 18, bom October 26, 1946 
Father - JOHN IRA VARDAMAN, 
age 65, 

Mother - THEIMA AGNES VARDAMAN, 
nee Niven, age 64. 

Enlisted U. S. Air Force, 

October 31* 19^2, honorably 
discharged November 27# 1945* 

Air Force Serial Number 

T4l755?g~ -'-"—~ 
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Social Security Wo* 
Nationality 
Arrest record 


VAKDAMAN furnished the 
information t 

VAKDAMAN came to Selma, Alabama » in December, 1945 s after 
his discharge from the United States Air Force. He went .into business 
with his father who was residing in Selma and they operated the 
Vardanian Sand Company in Selma, and Burnsville , Alabama, which is 
located about 8 miles north of Selma. He remained in. this business 
from about 1946 until 1958 or 1959 a t which time the business was 
sold and he subsequently bought out the Dixie Finance Company which 
is located in the building where the CPS is now located. He kept 
this finance company until December 8, i 960 , at which time he sold 
out and opened the CPS and has been operating this business since 
March 1961 . On July 2, 1964* he bought the CPC and the Selma Motor 
Company was formed in June 1964, and he is still involved in these 
two businesses. 

VAKDAMAN's wife is employed by the Department of Pensions 
and Security, State of Alabama, which is located in the 1000 block 
of Selma Avenue, Selma, Alabama, 


4l8-l4-94o4 

Scotch-German decent 
Admitted being arrested by FBI on 
charges of conspiracy and buying 
and receiving stolen automobiles, 
was tried and found not guilty. 

following additional background 
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Mrs. PRANCES 1. BOWDEN, 813 Betttss Street, Selma, Alabama, 
was Interviewed at the Coffee Pot Cafe (OFC), 125 Washington Street , 
Selma, of which she is the manager s and furnished the following 
informations 

BOWEEF advised that on March. 9? 19^5 ? she was on duty 
at the CPC f'rrmh AM to 2 Bfi and after work stayed around the 
100 block of Washington Street talking to various businessmen, 
spending most of her time until 5 554 with BEE? VAFDAMAN who owns 
the CFG and the City Pawn Shop nearby. She went to her home and 
was there between about 5 and 6 B4 after which she returned to 
the CPC and remained there for about one hour. While there she 
had coffee with NAMOS? O’SEAL HD3GIS and VA8DAMAK, and although 
there were several other customers in the Oafe at the tim , she 
could not recall them by name. CORA S6Q3XSE, night eook, and IOTTTIC 
(sic) WASHER waitress, relieved her at 2 PM and worked the remainder 
of that day. The CPC closes at midnight. 


BOWDEN advised that she and VAHDAMAN left the CPC around 
7 PM or slightly thereafter. HOGOLE was talking on the telephone 
at the rear of the CPC when they left but she could not recall 
whether it was the result of an incoming or an outgoing call. 

■She believed he also talked cm the telephone once or twice during the 
period 6 to 7 ^ but again could not say whether this was due to 
him placing or receiving calls. She was unable to remember anything 
specific about the conversation while having coffee at the CPC with 
HOGGLE and VAHDAMAN. 

BOWDEN and VAEBAMAN proceeded to the Bamboo Club on 
the outskirts of Selma together from the CPC in his ear, a I. 96 I 
Oldsmobile 4-door, white with blue top, and left her ear, a white 
1961 Oldsmbbile convertible, parked near the CPC. They had 
dinner at the Bamboo Club, and stayed there until about 9 5M 
after which they returned directly to the CPC for 15 or £0 minutes 
to have a cup of coffee and arrived there a few minutes after 9 EM. 

While at Bamboo Club, the only persons she recalls 
seeing, who she knew, were Mrs. ETHEL (XNU), cashier, PAUL WOODSON, 
and "LOU" (LNU), the latter two of whom are co-owners of the Club. 

She and VARDAMAN spent all, of the time while at the Bamboo Club 

in the dining room which is located in the rear of the Club 

and, they did not go to the bar- during this time. No one else _ 
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came into the dining room, for dteasr to her knowledge during the time 
they were there* She did not see NAMON 0 8 NEAL BD®3J2 at the bar as 
they left., although general people were at the bar at that tire and 
she did not see him during the remainder of the evening* 

She left 0P0 at the same time as YAEDAMAN and drove her car 
to another section, of town where she parked it and got in VAKDAMAN 1 s 
ear who had followed her to that point* After this they drove to 
a lonely section of town and parted, remaining there for approximately 
2 hours* They thereafter returned to her ear and she entered and 
VAEDAMAJf followed her home in hip car as he usually does after 
they have had a date* Ehey arrived at her apartment about 11 PM 
but he did not coma in as her mother and brother reside with her* 

She stated she is acquainted with ELMER L c COOK, R* B* 

KELLI and EAM® 0®IH8AL HDGSL8 # s brother WH1XAM SMXEY HDffiEE, 

She did not see these three individuals at the CBS or Bamboo 
Club on the evening of March 9 * 19^5 • Shs said all of these 
individuals are customers of the CPS and with the exception of 
EEI£Y, the remainder have coffee at the CPC nearly every morning* 
ingT.Tsr only occasionally comas to the CBS* She has known COOK 
for about two years, WILLIAM SEfiKEET HDOGLE 3-4 years, MON 
O'NEAL BOG0LE 1-2 year?, and KETST most of her life* She was 
brought up in the same neighborhood with KELEST, in East Selma, 
and want to gra mmar school with KELLY ®s sister, JSAHHECT® KELLY 
who later married but whose married name she does not know* 


BOWDEN 1 advised that her maiden naans was EYN.AHD and that she 
quit school in 1953 to marry RAYMOND G* BCWBE1J from whom she is hot 
divorced* She stated she had four children by that marriage and these 
children are between ages of 6 and 11* She said her former husband 
gained custody of the children when they were divorced, however, 
subsequently put them into the care of the welfare authorities* 

She stated she has since gained custody of the children who a re 
now in foster homes but will be re turned to her at end of the 
current school year, probably in June, 19 ^ 5 ° 


BOWDEN advised that she has no personal knowledge 
concerning the assault on the white ministers in the 100 block of 
Washington Street, Selma, March 9s 19^5 , nor has she heard who 
may have been involved in the attack* 
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.^lFOIA(b) 6 

L | FOIA (b) 7 - (C) 

^ __ " i —Ji 

, ;■ -1 _ I Alabama, was 

contacted 1 by SAs (JM i!. SSAddt! and VICTOR B. SNiiMtu I-J =Jvas 

advised of the identities of interviewing agents, that he did not 
have to make a statement, that any statement he made could be used 
against him in court and that he was entitled to the services of 
an at.t.n mgv befor e making any statement. In addition SA SEASON 
aiivl Bed | It-h at if he could not afford an attorney, he would 

be appointed one by court. i i \ \ \ 

I k -fcft-ted that he did net want to make any statement \ 


regarding this matter.-■ 

1 ~| advised he has lived in the Selma, Alabama, area , 

for 19 years and has known WILLIAM STANLEY BOGGLE, NAMGN 0*NEAL \ 
BOGGLE, ELMER L. COOK and R. B* KELLY for several years, p ,J 

refused to indicate his relationship with these persona and stated 
again that he did not wish to make any further statements* 

The following descriptive data ofJ 
obtained through observation and ln ferHev 

Race 
Sex 

Height 

Weight 

Date of birth 


Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Scars 

Relatives 


Prior service 
Ser vice, Number 
Employment 



3rown 

Brown 

Ruddy 


g" scar upper right forearm : 


U, S* Na vy 

Self employed home renovation. 
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furnished the following information; 


FOIA (b) 6 

l! ' / FOIA (b) 7 - (C) 

] Selma, Alabama, 


She advised she does not remember her husband's activities 
on the night of March 9> 1965,.-blit believes he was at home the 
entire evening- 

Mrs o I I stated that her children were to receive school 

report cards on Wednesday, March 10, 1965 , and she recalls her older 
daughter be ing somewhat apprehensive about grades and it is Mrs. 

1 I recollection that her husband remained home the evening 

of March 9 , 19^5, going over school work with his daughter* 


Q n 3 /IT /65 Qt Selma, Alabama 

SA VICTOR B. SNIDER and 
^ SA CARL E. BEASON/ls 


. Fit* * MO 4L-1233 . 

„Dat* dictated- 3/19/65 
















FD-302 (Rev. 4-15-64) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1 * 


Date _ 3/ 19/65 


VERLON THACKER advised that on March 9* 1965* 
he went to the Hollywood Cafe about 7°30 p 0 m 0 , and was 
there about 3 0-60 minutes when R. B„ KELLY came In* At 
that time KELLY did not mention where he had been and said 
nothing about an assault 0 THACKER and KELLY had a drink 
or two at the Hollywood Cafe then both of them went to 
the Silver Moon Cafe sometime between 8;0Q and 9s00 p*m 0 
They had one or two beers at the Silver Moon Cafe and then 
went across the street to the Coffee Pot Cafe where they 
had three or four beers„ THACKER advised that they were at 
the Coffee Pot Cafe at around 10;00 p 0 m 0 After leaving 
the Coffee Pot Cafe, KELLY drove THACKER back to the Holly¬ 
wood Cafe in KELLY®s car, a 1957 blue and white Oldsmobile* 


THACKER stated he knew R„ B n KELLY, NAMON O'NEAL 
HOGGLE, WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE and ELMER. L 0 COOK but had 
seen none of them other than KELLY that night* THACKER 
advised he had not heard anything that night concerning an 
assault on three white ministers* 
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Date 


March 24, 1965 


Mr, ERNEST L. CASEY, RFD, Minter, Alabama, 
was interviewed at his residence after being advised 
of the identify of the agents, and he furnished the 
following information: 

He advised he is in partnership with ELMER L. 

COOK, in the C&C Novelty Company, 129 Washington Street, 

Selma, Alabama He entered this partnership about 
1958-1959 and, although active in the business until 
January, 1963, he has been unable to take an active 
interest since that time due to a stroke he suffered which 
has paralyzed most of his left side. The business is operated 
by Mrs, BONITA JEAN FULLER without any other assistance. 

At the time the partnership was formed, he 
invested $4300 as did COOK; however, it is his under¬ 
standing that Mrs MARY LEE COOK, his wife, actually 
provided the money for COOK's interest in the business. 

He knew COOK for only a short time before entering business 
with him and he recalled COOK had previously been in the 
loan business in Selma and also had other business interests. 
He particularly remembers COOK was apparently in the welding 
business when a J, P* WRIGHT, who COOK accused of not sharing 
collections whi^h WRIGHT had made in connection with their 
business accounts ard, in fartCOOK and WRIGHT became 
involved in a fight in theCiC Novelty Company office. It 
was his recollection that COOK grabbed WRIGHT around the 
neck and punched him several times with his fists. He said 
that COOK is "high strung, hot headed," and wouldn't take 
anything from anyone and fights with very little provocation. 
He easily flies off the handle and will fight on the spur 
of the moment, CASEY believes COOK was a boxer as a young 
man and that he served in the United States Navy and may 
have boxed while in the Navy. 

Among COOK’s other business interests is a used 
car lot in Selma known as the CNC Motor Company and he 
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believes COOK has been in that business since about the 
time of CASEY's stroke in 1963 and one of the HOGGLE 
brothers is in partnership with COOK in that business 
but he is not certain which of the brothers it is* 

COOK is married, has two sons and a 
daughter and to the best of his knowledge COOK's wife 
is a bookkeeper or clerk at Craig Air Force Base and 
she may be from Texas, He believes COOK owns or is 
buying the home in which he lives* CASEY stated that 
cook has one brother, "SUNNY" COOK, who has a furniture 
business m Selma and one sister and his mother who may 
be living in Texas* His father is deceased. 

He said that Mrs, BONITA JEAN FULLER has 
been married twice, her first husband's name was FULLER 
and she has retained that name, although she later married 
an electrician whose name he does not recall but he believes 
she was this man's second wife. Mrs. FULLER has a daughter 
of about grammar school aqe and he believes this daughter 
is by the second husband. The whereabouts of these men 
are unknown to him. 

CASEY stated he has known the HOGGLE brothers, 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, and R. B. 
KELLY only on sight and has had no business dealinq with 
them. One other businessman in town with whom he was 
associated is BEN VARDAMAN, present owner of the city 
pawn shop. He and VARDAMAN previously owned this shop 
together for about one and one-half years until about 
three months ago when he sold out to VARDAMAN. 

He considers VARDAMAN a fine person and an 
honest businessman. However, with regard to COOK, he has 
begun to doubt his honesty due to developments in 
connection with their partnership and mainly because 
he has received no money out of this partnership and has 
no prospects of receiving it, He stated that he and 
KELLY first went into their partnership by means of a 
verbal agreement and he continues to be unable to 
determine the status of the business from COOK of JOSEPH 
PILCHER, lawyer for C & C Novelty Company, who is also 
CASEY's lawyer. He sees COOK very seldom and has not 
had contact with him since COOK was charqed in connection 
with the assault on the white ministers. 
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x 


Due to his physical impairment he has not been 
in Selma regularly these past several months and was not: 
there on March 9, 1965. He has heard little if any 
discussion concerning the assault on the ministers 
March 9, 1965, and knows of no one, including COOK, 
the HOGGLE brothers and R, B t KELLY, who may have 
been involved* He recalled that when the matter of 
COOK’S being charged in the assault came up between 
CASEY and Mrs* FULLER, she told him COOK had not assaulted 
the minister and was not worried about the outcome of the 
charges against him, He said that if Mrs, FULLER knew 
anything concerning who committed the assault, she would 
not divulge it to him and doubts she will provide any 
information she may have to authorities; 
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Mr. M. T. LIPHAM, 3000 North Broad Street, was interviewed, 
at his place of business, the Corral Restaurant, Highway Bo East, Selma, 
Alabama, and famished the following information: 

He advised he is the owner of the Carrol Restaurant 
and has resided in this area for approximately 20 years. 

On March 9* 19^5> he was at his place of business 
tram. 4- B* that afternoon until shortly after midnight. About 
10 PM the evening of March 9^> 19^5, WILLIAM fJTANLEY HOGGIN 
cams into his place of business by himself and sat at the bar. 

Mr. LIPHAM stated he was working behind the bar that night and 
talked to HOGGLE but he did not have any discussion with him 
about a fight that occurred in the 100 block of Washington 
Street on the evening of March 9 > 19^5* He stated that HOCGLE 
stayed at his place of business until midnight at which time 
HDGGXE left by himself and he did not see him the remainder of 
the evening. 

Mr. LIPHAM advised the first time he heard anything 
about the assault on the white ministers was a little after 
midnight when JOHN CROSS, a customer, came into his place of 
business and advised him of the attack which occurred that 

evening. 


He advised that he has known EXMER L. COOK for 15 years; 
WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE for 10 years; NAMON O'NEAL H0GGLE for 
10 years; and R. B. KELLY for 15 years. He stated that these 
individuals patronize his place of business approximately once 
a month and when in his place of business they have caused 
no trouble whatsoever, 

Mr. LIPHAM could not furnish any information concerning 
the attack on the white ministers which occurred in the 100 block 
of Washington Street on March 9> 19^5* 
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Mr. WILLIAM L» PIPER, Route 2, Box 16, 

Selma, Alabama, was interviewed at the Ted Gentry Chevrolet 
Company, 121 Lauderdale, where he is a new car salesman, 
and he furnished the following information: 

PIPER stated he is a native of Selma, Alabama, 
and has spent all of his life here except the time he was 
in the United States Army in 1943 and 1944, He stated he 
is a casual acquaintance of all four subjects in this 
matter and has had business dealings with all of them 
except ELMER L, COOK, whom he has Known for about the past 
two yearso 


He has known R. B. KELLY about three years and 
the HOGGLE brothers, WILLIAM STANLEY and NAMON O'NEAL HOGGLE, 
for about eight or nine years. During the time WILLIAM 
STANLEY HOGGLE was a mechanic at the Cloverleaf Creamery 
in Selma, he, PIPER, was parts manager at the Ted Gentry 
Chevrolet Company and had numerous contacts with him for 
that reason; and, consequently, he became rather well 
acquainted with WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE. Although NAMON 
O'NEAL HOGGLE was also a mechanic at Clcverlear Creamery 
for several years, he did not have such occasion to have 
frequent contacts with him, and knows him only casually. 

He stated he was promoted to the f=ales force 
at Ted Gentry Chevrolet in I960 and since the HOGGLE brothers 
and COOK have in recent years been involved an tne automobile 
sales business, his contacts with these individuals have 
become less frequent because he now thinks of them in terms 
of being his competitors. 

PIPER stated he left work as usual March 9, 

1965, at approximately 5:30 P.M., went directly home, and 
remained there all evening with his wife and four children. 

He did not see any of the subjects that evening. He first 
learned of the assault on the white ministers the next 
day at work, A day or two after the assault, after he had 
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heard of the white minister * s death, he immediately went 
to City Hall to determine if he could be of any assistance 
to any of the subjects in making bond, particularly 
WILLIAM S. HOGGLE, since he knew him best. He would have 
helped solicit funds to meet the bond for any or all of 
the subjects, but found that this assistance was not 
needed. 


PIPER stated he has seen only one of the 
subjects since the assault and that was when NAMON 
G 1 NEAL HOGGLE came to the used car lot of Ted Gentry 
Chevrolet Company, which is adjacent to the new car 
sales room, on business; but he did not discuss the 
assault: with him. 

PIPER stated he has no personal knowledge 
of who may have committed the assault on the white ministers 
and knows of no one who was involved. He said that 
discussion of the matter is apparently being avoided as he 
seldom hears the assault mentioned in conversation. He 
said he personally is not sympathetic with anyone who 
would break the law and if he should learn who committed 
the assault, he would advise the FBI. 
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RICHARD U. HAUSfQfECHT, MD, 5700 Arlington Avenue, 
Riverdale, New York, practicing at 1176 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, New York, interviewed at the Mew York Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, furnished the following 
inforuation: 

lie received his pre-medical education at Carlton 
College, Northfield, Minnesota, and was graduated from Tufts 
Medical College, Boston, Massachusetts with an MD degree in 
1955. Ke interned at New England Medical Center, Boston, 
Massachusetts and served a four year residency at Yale 
University Medical Center, Hew Haven, Connecticut. He held 
the rank of Captain in the United States Army Medical Corps 
during the period i 960 - 1962 when he resigned his commission. 

Ke was licensed to practice medicine in the State 
of Connecticut in 1957 and in the State of New York in 1962 . 

He serves as an instructor in the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at the College of physicians and 
Surgeons, Columbia University, New York, New York; he is 
serving as Acting Director of the Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology, Elmhurst City Hospital, Elmhurst, Long Island; 
and is Assistant Attending physician at Mount Sinai Hospital, 
New York, New York. 

He is a member of the Medical Committee for Human 
Rights (MCHR), 211 'west 56 th Street, New York, New York, and 
currently serves on the executive committee of this organiza¬ 
tion. 


About two weeks ago, together with Dr. AARON NELLS, 
Chairman of MCHR, he visited with Dr, MARTIN . LUTHER KING in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and at that time they inquired if assistance 
from the MCHR was necessary at Selma, Alabama. At that time 
Dr. KING stated he did not believe aid was necessary. 

On Friday, March 5, 1965 , calls were received from 
SNCC and a member of Dr. KING'S staff advising of the march 
to Montgomery scheduled for Sunday, March 7, 1565.» requesting* 
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assistance. On Saturday, March 6, 1965 , he rounded up first 
aid material which was dispatched to Selma. 

After the incident of March 7, 19^5> he received 
a call from Dr. LESTER MADDOX, a physician of Selma, Alabama, 
inquiring the treatment of persons who had been exposed to 
tear gas. He contacted the surgeon of the New York City 
Police Department, obtained the necessary information, and 
furnished this by telephone to Dr, MADDOX at Selma, 

On Monday, March 8, 19^5* a request was made by 
the MCHR for additional assistance and he among others left 
on that date for Selma. 

The purpose of the doctors being in Selma was to 

provide: 

1* sympathetic medical presence 

2. to expedite the transfer of injured persons to 
local physicians and hospitals 

3 . to administer emergency first aid. 

There was no intent on the part of any MCHR member 
to practice medicine and he personally did not take with him 
any of his surgical equipment. 

Cn arrival in Selma on Monday evening he did see 
some persons who had been exposed to tear gas on the previous 
day with Dr, MADDOX btvfr acted in a consultive capacity only, 
using the information he had obtained from the New York City 
Police Department. 
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On that night and on the following day preparations 
were made by the MCHK members for any further problems which 
might arise in the event of another conflict with the authorities. 
An infirmary was set up at the First Baptist Church from which 
Dr. MADDOX would direct the first aid and medical assistance 
operation and the other doctors were assigned to other duties 
close to points where injuries might be anticipated. 

On Tuesday, March % 1905* there was no call for 
the services of any MCHR members. 

About noon on Wednesday, March 10, 1965* he and 
Dr. H. J. GEIGER were placing ambulances at points close to 
the police lines where a march was scheduled to start. As 
he placed his ambulance in position he was called by a uniformed 
State Trooper to a marked car of the Alabama Highway Patrol. 

As he was called and anticipating some problem he called to Dr . 
GEIGER who was nearby to join him. 

They were told by the trooper to get into the car 
and found it to be occupied by three uniformed troopers and a 
man in civilian clothes. 

There was no notice that they were being placed 
under arrest and he asked no question because he felt it was 
better to wait and see the purpose of the contact. He sur¬ 
mised they were probably being asked to go to some point fcc 
identify some person. 

After a short discussion they were driven to the 
Dallas County Sheriff's Office in the Court House, where they 
were taken into an office and questioned by the man who had 
been in civilian clothes in the highway patrol car. 

This roan, $ho later identified himself as DOUGLAS 0. 

BENTON, Secretary or Executive Secretary of the Alabama 
State Board of Licenture, asked for identification of Dr, GEIGER 
and Dr, HAUSKNECKT and inquired of them as to their reason for 
being in Selma. 
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Each displayed identification and he explained to 
BENTON the reasons for all MCHR members being in Selma as 
above, 

BENTON summarized the Alabama State law and stated 
they would violate the law if they advised, diagnosed or treated 
any person as physicians. 

He told BENTON they did not wish to violate the law 
but that any physician has the right and obligation to give 
emergency assistance to any injured person. 

BENTON stated this is true but only if a medical 
disaster has been declared by the Governor and that in any 
case there were plenty of physicians in nearby states who 
hold licenses to practice in the State of Alabama, 

It was at this point he asked Mr. BENTON who he 
was and his position, assuming to this point that BENTON was 
a law enforcement officer. 

He told BENTON that he did not believe it was 
necessary that there be a disaster before treating a person 
and gave an example of an automobile accident which he might 
happen upon on the highway. 

BENTON repeated that if he or any of the others 
touch, pick, assist in any way giving first aid or any 
treatment, no matter what the emergency, they would be subject 
to arrest. He also stated that there was a sufficient number 
of Alabama physicians to take care of any emergency. 

BENTON stated the Alabama Medical Society was "up 
in arms" over the presence of the MCHR in the State. 
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He advised there is no MCHR chapter In Alabama 
and there had been no contact by the MCHR with the Alabama 
Medical Society before or after coming to Selma, 

He told BENTON that the presence of the MCHR 
in no way implied that Alabama physicians or hospitals are 
inferior or that they would refuse treatment to injured 
persons. He told BENTON that the committee was aware that 
the Good Samaritan Hospital* Selma* had provided excellent 
care on March 7* 1985* He also pointed out again ohat che 
physicians* nurses and ambulances* provided by a Selma 
citizen* had transported persons to local physicians and 
hospitals and were under supervision of local physicians* 

Dr. LESTER MADDOX and Dr. DINKENS. 

BENTON repeated that he would have to order their 
arrest if they assisted any person in any way. 

He asked BENTON if this meant that he would have stopped 
them from arresting the bleeding of Reverend JAMES REEB 
whose skull had been fractured in an assault on tne previous 
night. 


BENTON stated that if they had been there and 
attempted to assist in any way he would have arrested them 
immediately. 

He told BENTON that if he were in the presence of 
anyone who was injured or required emergency care he would 
obey his conscience and his obligation as a physician* regardless 
of a threat of arrest. 

I 

BENTON again asked if they had practiced medicine 
while in the State and he told him he had not. 

At this point a man in civilian clothes asked if 
he and Dr. GEIGER would agree to have their picture taken and 
BENTON stated that he was not ordering this done but requesting 
it. He asked BENTON the purpose of the photograph* to which 
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BENTON replied that they were for identification purposes. 

Pull face and profile photographs were taken by this other 
man who was not identified to them. 

At no time during the course of this contact did 
he ask BENTON if he were under arrest and no such statement 
was made. He did not believe that he was under arrest and this 
idea only came to him after his return to New York City when 
he discussed the incident with his father, HARRY HAUSKNECHT, 
a practicing attorney, who suggested he and Dr 0 GEIGER had 
been the subjects of a false arrest. 

At no time was he or Dr. GEIGER physically assaulted, 
at no time was anyone discourteous, and as a matter of fact, 
all of the persons were most careful in their conduct toward 

them. 


On the evening of March 9, 19^5 > he and Dr. GEIGER, 
together with about five nurses of MCHR, had dinner at Walker's 
Cafe about 45 minutes before the assault on Reverend REEB.. 

They had come from the cafe and entered a Ford panel 
truck used as a medical van by the committee which was parked 
in front of the cafe. Just after entering the van one of the 
nurses called his attention to a man approaching the van with 
his fist raised and shouting obscenities. They immediately 
locked the doors and windows of the van and this person, with 
two companions, beat on the side of the van 'with their fists 
and rocked the van as if to turn it over. 

Sensing that there would be trouble, he told Dr. 
GEIGER, who was driving to leave the site immediately, 


He has the impression that these men were probably 
a part of the group which attacked Reverend REEVE and believes 
he could identify at least one. 


7 


NY 44-1108 

Mobile 44-557 


He described this man as follows; 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Height 

Weight 

Apparel 


White 

Male 

42 to 45 years 

6 ' 2 " 

225 pounds 

Wearing a light blue baseball 
cap, khaki trousers and khaki 
shirt and a zippered blue 
wind-breaker 


He recalls a second man as being: 


Race 

Sex 

Age 

Hair 

Remarks 

Apparel 


White 
Male 
20 s 

Blond crewcut 
Thin features 
Wearing khaki shirt and 
khaki trousers 


On Wednesday, March 10, 19^5 j about 3:00 P.M., some 
75 to 100 young people moved around the police lines which were 
containing the demonstrators and some received superficial injuries 
when the police finally came in contact with them and returned 
them behind the lines. He assisted Dr. DINKENS in examining 
some of these youngsters but does not consider that he practiced 
medicine in so doing. 

At no time did he take part in any of the demonstrations 
at Selma as he has never done this, believing he can provide a 
greater service through the MCHR. 

He departed from Selma on March 11, 19^5^ because 
the immediate need for his presence was over with sufficient 
facilities available to handle any situation. In addition, his 
practice at New York City demanded his return. 
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The persons In his company and that of Dr. GEIGER 
on the evening of March 9* 19b5i at Walker's Cafe were Mrs. 
VIRGINIA WELLS, BRENDA PRICE, and LINDA DUGAN, together with 
a couple of more nurses, names not known to him. 


The following description was obtained in the course 
of the interview: 


Name 

Sex 

Race 

Citizenship 
Date of Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 
Peculiarities 
Marital Status 
Rather 


RICHARD U 7 HAUSKNECHT 
Male 
White 

United States 
November 6, 1929., 

Brooklyn, New York 
5'8" 

140 pounds 
Slender 
Black, worn close-cropped 
Hazel 
Medium 

Wears glasses 

Married, two children 

HARRY HAUSKNECHT, New York City 


AA 1 NJj i 
Mass , 
G otitf , 
6 A, 
a'I'a i 
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RICHARD U. HAUSKNECHT, M.D., 3700 Arlington Avenue, 
Riverdale, New York, practicing at 1175 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
furnished the following information: 


During the period March 8 - 11, 1983* he was at 
Selina, Alabama, as a member of the Medical Committee for Human 
Rights (MCHR) providing medical assistance to demonstrators 
led by Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING. 

On the evening of March 9, 1985* he was in the 
company of Dr. H. J. GEIGER, Mrs. VIRGINIA WELLS, Miss BRENDA 
PRICE, Miss LINDA DUGAN, and two other nurses, all members of 
the IiCKR delegation at Selina. The group went to dinner at 
Walker 1 s Cafe at approximately o:30 P.M, or 7-00 P.M., the exact 
time he cannot recall. It was, however, just turning dark at 
the time. The cafe was crowded and a large number of white 
clergymen who had come to participate in the demonstration were 
at the cafe to eat. 

The MCHR medical van in which the group had come to 
the cafe was parked about halfway to the corner from the cafe 
or about a distance of fort,/ feet to the right of the cafe 
door as one left. 

The group was in the cafe for well over an hour 
because of slow service and departed together walking to the 
van. 


Dr. GEIGER entered on the driver's side, the other 
nurses entered to sit in the rear and Miss LINDA DUGAN sat 
in the middle in the front seat. 

He entered last, to take the seat cn the passenger 
side in the front and as he was doing so Mrs. NELLS called 
out to him to hurry. Without knowing the reason he quickly 
got into the van and as he seated himself observed a white 
male on the sidewalk In front of the van approaching it. He 
could see the man clearly in the headlights. 
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As the man came to the passenger side of the van 
he staggered as if he had been drinking and was waving his 
fist at the van and shouting obscenities. He came to the 
side of the vehicle and beat on the side and windows which 
had been closed and locked by the occupants* 

This man was jointed by a second white male who 
came from the direction of a cafe located on the corner and 
ho could see one or two others standing in the shadows 

in front of the cafe. 

The two men continued to pound with their fists 
on the side of the vehicle as they shouted and they rocked 
the van as if attempting to turn it over. 

Dr. GEIGER, within a matter of seconds, put the 
van in gear, backed out of the parking space,and they drove 
off. 

The first man was a white male in his early 40s; 

6'1" - in height; 220 pounds; heavy build with a noticable 

paunch, brownish hair, observable under a blue baseball cap, 
and was wearing khaki trousers and a khaki shirt with a GI 
issue webb belt. He was wearing a blue windbreaker of a 
light water repellent material which was open in the front. 

The second man was a white male in his early 30s; 

5'10"; 150 - 155 pounds; who wore his hair close-cut, though 
not in a crewcut , and was wearing a khaki shirt and khaki 
trousers. He wore no hat or jacket. 

Neither of the men had any scars or marks or 
particularly distinguishing physical feature. 

The group drove to the Torch Motel where they were 
staying but it took them between 20 minutes and a haIf-hour 
to make the trip because they became lost en route. Mrs, HELLS, 
immediately after entering her room, knocked on the wall and 
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called him and Dr. GEIGER to her room to listen to a television 
news flash of the assault on the Reverend JAMES REEB. 

The group immediately thought of the possibility 
that the white men who had accosted their group had been 
responsible for the assault on Reverend REEB because he had 
been leaving Walker’s Cafe at the time of the assault and 
the time lapse he estimates was £5 to 35 minutes when they 
got notice. 


They immediately went to Brown’s Memorial Church 
and reported the incident in which they were involved to the 
authorities because of its possible use in the REEB case. 

Reverend REEB was not known to him or to any others 
in his group to his knowledge and he had not known that Mr. 
REEB was in Walker's Cafe at the time they were there. 

He vxewed the following photographs; 

NAMON O’NEAL HOOGLE, Selma PD #11214 

WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE, Selma PD #11212 

ELMER L, COCK, Selma PD v 11213 

R. B. KELLEY, Selma PD #11211 

EDWARD JOSEPH STAGG, Nassau County PD #1961-122 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DAKRINGER » C 1 inton Prison #37680 

ROBERT ALLEN PAGE, FBI #3 122 546 

THOMAS A. O’HALLORAN, FBI #4lo 935 E 

HANS B. PETTERSSOK, FBI #439 406 D 

FRANK ANDERSON, JR., FBI #604 762 3 

AEDAN MC CARTHY, Connecticut State Prison #193583 

VINCENT M. CHAR, FDH NYC #H-3599 

JOHN C. ADAMS, FCI Danbury #17304-CT 

MIKE MARTIN, NY #503 

He was unable to Identify any of the individuals 
appearing in these photographs as being either of the two men 
who accosted the MCHR groui) outside Walker's Cafe, 
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He selected the photograph of ROBERT ALLEN PAGE 
above as giving the general impression of the facial features 
of the man who first approached the car. 

He stated the photograph of ELMER COOK is that of a 
person who looks familiar to him and with whom he associates 
some activity at Selma* but could not relate him to this 
incident. 


He noted the photograph of WILLIAM HQGGLE was that 
of a man about the age and general build of the first man 
who approached the van, but he has no recollection of ever 
having seen this person before. 

He stated he might be able to identify at least 
the first man who approached the van if he were to see him 
in person. 
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Doctor H3RHAK JACK GEIGKH waa Inter viewed end 
furnished the following signed statement: 

% 'u os ton, Mesa, 
.arch 19» 1965 

w 1 , Dr . f IE i im N JAC Y. G :u 10 C ', her eby 
make the follovlng voluntary statement to 
B3RNV ?D T. DC GAdE arid ARTHUR F. T fODGlW3 who 
!« Id an t J f 1 ed the;;; selves to it o a »• - -pe dal 

Agents of the Federal bureau of XnvostigatIon. 

n h?i March 9, 1965, X was In dolma, 
Alabama. J v;»d with a group of noople who had 
just finished eating the evening meal at the 
til»ton-Clay Cafe on a street who jo name I do 
not recall in ielma. The people with whom I 
dined were: Dr. RICHARD HAU3KN9CHT from Hew 
York City, -ira. VIRGINIA WSLL3, Miss NADINE 
BATTLE, and Kiss BRENDA PrilCK, all of whom are 
registered nurses from Hew York City. Others 
In thl s ’roup were Miss PHYLLIS CUNNINGHAM 
from Hattiesburg, Mississippi and Miss LINDA 
DUGAH fr~n Jackaon, Mississippi. Wo left the 
cafe at apnnxliaa tely 6:30 to 7*00 and 

although tha sun had set, it was a till light. 

“When cur group had come out of ti e cafe, 
we turned to our right and proceeded toward 
where we had parked the mod teaL van. L would 
oattmate the distance from the door of tha cafe 
to the Mite where tho van was parked to bo 
about -iO foet and to got to the s l to, we had 
to pass walker*a Cafe. The mod leal van la 
a Fo r ri l ic 0 ■' ol in© Van wh Ic h h a a a 1 ou d apo a ke r 
on the :moi end a sign in s window reading 
1 MGH • 1 (which stands for tho Medical Committee 
for furnon I-.nt a) a a v/ell a 3 a rod cross. 
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"Wo all entered the ran, and I got 
behind the wheel. Dr, HADSKHHCHT was sitting 
at the opposite door with LIMDA E0GAH sitting 
between us. Tha ran was parkad at an angla 
with tha left front whaal at tha curb. As I 
■tartad tha motor, I became awara af 3 nan 
approaching tha ran from my laft, coning from 
tha diractIon of tha 311Tar Moon Cafo. These 
man war# walking rapidly In single flla* Thay 
wara yelling something which I could not mako 
out, I quickly called to Dr, HAUSKMBCHT to 
roll up his window and look tha dear. I 
started to back the ran away from tha curb. 

Tha first man of tha group, which X will 
refer to as #1 man, was a white mala, about 
6 feat 2 Inches tall, weighing 210 pounds, in 
his early l|0s. He wore a blue baseball cap 
and a blue, alpper-type windbreaker which was 
apan, as wall as a khaki shirt and khaki 
pants. X also noticed that his bolt-buckle 
was a large, milltary-type brass buckle. His 
fact was flushed and ha swayed as ha walked 
and so X assumed ha had bean drinking. 

"The second man, whom I will rafer to 
as #2 man was a white mala, 5 feat 9 inches 
tall, with slander build, weighing abaut 150 
pounds. Ho had rfiert, curly blonde hair. Ha 
also was dressed In khaki shirt and pants, 

"I did not sea the third roan well enough 
to obtain any description of him. 

"As I started to back the yen Into the 
■treat, the #1 man cam* around the front of the 
van and grabbed at tha doer at Dr. HAU3KMBCHT* s 
side. As this door was locked, ha than moTed 
back toward tha rear ef tha ran and triad to 
apan tha roar side deer but could not open It. 

I could hear tha man yelling "(tad dams nigger 
lorars" or words to that affect, Tha #1 man 
started beating with his fist on tha metal 
aide of the truck and on the glass of the 
rear a Ida door. The #2 nan had something in 
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his Hand, which he used to boat on the right 
front fender as well as on hr. HAtJSKNKOHT* * 
door. This roan also took a swing at the 
windshield but missed. 

"I then drove off leaving the three 
men behind. 

"At about 9 PM on the same day, I 
was at Brown's Chapel Church, and I heard that 
the Reverend Mr. RKBB had been seriously hurt 
aad was being taken In an ambulance to 
Birmingham with skull injuries. I heard that 
the assault on him had taken pfcc© after supper 
In front of Walker's Cafe. As a result I 
put two and two together and surmised that the 
aane group which had beaten on the van had 
possibly been the group which had later assaulted 
Dr. RB3B. I did net see anyone assault Dr, RBBB, 
in fact, I do not recall seeing Dr. RKBB at 
any time during March 9, 1965* 

B Dr. HAU3XUBCHT and I left the church 
end found WILSOK BUCBR, the safety director of 
3 elm a and reported the van pounding Incident 
to him. He listened to us but made ne notes. 

I would place this at about 10 FM on March 9. 
Immediately thereafter, we were contacted by 
FBI Agents, 

"Special Agents MC CABS and HOBO SB 3 
have shewn me a series of photographs among 
which were photographs of WILLIAM 3TABLHT HOOOLK, 
HAMOH O'NiSAL HOOOLB, BLMBR L. COGS and R. B. 
lCKLLSy. 


"When I examined these photographs, I 
saw no names and made ny identification without 
benefit of names. 


"I can positively state that the photo¬ 
graph of BLMBR L. COOK la a photograph of the 
man heroin referred to as the #1 man. 
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"I can Identify the nhotograph of 

H. B, KSLLKY »■? * photograph of the nan heroin 
referred to as the §2 man, although T an not 
a* positive in try Identification of -isi as X 
ati ii iy identification of 00 Of 

”I am available and wilt In to testify 
anywhere coneorn lnw: fch!. s m iter . 

”1 have read thess six oftge^ and they 
are truo and correct to the befit of my knowledge.. 
Any correct'on ? herein are in n? handwr11In x * 

"/*/ h. jack o^romi, h.i . 

% Its /:i / <■ r i*H r ♦ Hm,j • . Jnae . t . Koi, Boat* 

"Witness : • '/ bfctfNART- I*. MC- JA3... Xpoclai Agen t , 

PHI, Boston.* 
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Date March 23, 1965. 


Miss MARION PHYLLIS CUNNINGHAM was contacted at 
the First Aid Station located in the First Baptist Church, 
Sylvan Street, at which time she advised she was horn 
February 25, 1939, at Winona, Minnesota, and her permanent 
address is 635 West Broadway, Winona, Minnesota. She 
stated that she is employed as a nurse for the Council of 
Federated Organizations and Medical Committee for Human 
Rights and is assigned to the Selma, Alabama area working 
with the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). 

She was advised that an investigation was being 
conducted regarding the assault of the three ministers on 
the evening of March 9, 1965, one of whom, Rev. REEB, died 
as a result of the assault. She indicated that she knew 
nothing of that assault or the ministers who were assaulted 
but furnished the following signed statement regarding 
an incident in which she was involved in the same evening; 

"March 22, 1965 
Selma, Alabama. 

"1, Marion Phyllis Cunningham, make this 
voluntary statement to Richard A, Hardock and 
Richard Bucaro who have identified themselves to 
me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation,, Agent Bucaro has advised me that 
I do not have to make this statement and that it 
can be used in a court of law. 

"I was born 2-25-39 at Winona, Minn, 
and am employed by Medical Committee for Human 
Rights as a nurse and the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee. I arrived at Selma, 

Ala., on March 8, 1965 and worked at the first 
aid station located at the First Baptist Church 
on Sylvan Street in furnishing service to those 
involved at the meetings at Selma for civil 
rights. 

"On March 9, 1965 at approximately 5;30 PM, 
myself, Dr, H. Jack Geiger, Dr, Dick Hausknect, 

_ together with nurses Virginia Wells, Vicki Levi, - 


0n 3/22/65 nt Selma. Alabama 

SAs RICHARD BUCARO and 
RICHARD A, HARDOCK/kzh 


File # 


MO 44-1233. 


by 


Date dictated -3/23/ 65_ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* 
your agency; It and it® contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It Is the property 



of the FBI and is loaned to 

1 














2 

MO 44-1233 


(a medical student), Brenda Price and Linda 
Dugan departed the First Baptist Church for the 
purpose of going to Walker’s Cafe on Washington 
St. Nadine Battle did not go with us, hut another 
doctor named Geiger was along. We went in a 1964 
Ford Econoline, bright green in color, which is 
used as a health van, owned by National Council 
of Churches. We parked midway between Walker's 
Cafe and Liston-Clay Cafe on the same side of the 
street, & some of us walked to Walker’s Cafe and 
saw it was too crowded to eat, so we all went 
into Liston-Clay Cafe and had dinner. I noticed 
no people attempting to molest us. 

"Approximately between 7:IG & 7:30 PM we all 
departed Liston-Clay Cafe and someone went to 
Walker’s Cafe to look for Nadine Battle, but she 
was not there. Before returning to the van, I stopped 
to talk to Wilson Brown, a SNCC co-worker of 
mine, for a few moments. Dr. H. Jack Geiger drove 
the van & we all entered the van. After I 
entered the van I saw 3 white men through the right 
front window of the van who were approaching the 
van. I said for the others to hurry and lock the 
doors and I reached over and locked the rear 
side doors. H. Jack Geiger was slowly pulling out, 
backing, when the 3 men came close to the van and 2 
of the men beat with their fists on the right 
windshield and right side passenger glass port 
of the front door. The men struck the windows very 
hard & made nasty comments which I do not recall. 

I saw no club and do not know what the third man 
did 0 There was no damage done to the van to my 
knowledge and we continued to back out. We were 
followed into the street and beating on the van 
continued. As soon as we got into the street we 
pulled on down towards Browns Chapel, but I 
do not recall what streets we went on, and 
arrived without any further incident. 
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"I have been shown photographs of Namon O^eal 
Hoggle and R.B. Kelly and they do not appear 
to be anyone I have seen. The photographs of 
Elmer Cook and William Stanley Hoggle were also 
shown to me and I can not definitely eliminate them 
as any of the 3 men who pounded on the van. 

"I did not see where these 3 men came from 
or went to after they pounded on the van, and to 
my knowledge I never saw them before or since. 

"The only description I can recall is that the 
first man who approached the van had on 
khaki trousers and a hat with a brim. One of the 
others had a maroon shirt. The 2 men I saw best were of 
heavy build with broad shoulders. I can not 
estimate their height, but may have weighed in 
vicinity of 200 pounds. I do not recall seeing any 
scars, marks or other characteristics, but they 
were casually dressed. 

"I have read the above four page statement and 
it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

"/s/ Marion Phyllis Cunningham 


"Witnesses: 

/&/ Richard Bucaro, Special Agent, F.B.I. 3-22-65 
/s/ Richard A. Hardock, Special Agent, FBI 3/22/65" 

She added that the medical van mentioned above 
is presently with the marchers between Selma and Montgomery, 
Alabama and is the property of the National Council of 
Churches, 


She stated that WILSON BROWN mentioned in the 
statement, works for SNCC out of Atlanta, Georgia and 
can be located through that office located at 8§ Raymond 
Street, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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hus lxhda mmxm warn, ««*»«, Hedic*i committee 

F©r Human Rights, with tcaporary retidtnce at 1101 Boor Park 
Street, Jackson, Mississippi, was interviews*} at the ©files 
of the Medical Committee for Human Rights, 50?^ Farish Street, 
Jackson* She advised as follows: 

Oa Marsh 9, 1905 she was la Sahas, Alabama in 
connection with her work for the Medical Committee For _ 
Human Rights. Oaring the evening she meat to the Liston* 

Clay C*fo located on Washington Same and had dinner* She 
was accompanied by Doctor RICHARD HAUSKNECHT, Doctor H* J. 
GEIGER, VIRGINIA WELLS, VICKY mid, VICKY LEVI, M?mA 
PRICE, HABXKE BATTLE, PHYLLIS CURRUIGHAM, and an unknown 
Negro native of Selma. Ttwp computed their meal shortly after 
7:00 p.a. they walked out of the cafe sad proceeded to the 
Ford Eeoftollne which is the property of the Medical 
Committee For Human Rights. This vehicle joss parked 
approximately one-half bloat from the liaton-Clc Cafe and 
was approximately In front of Walker's Cafe which aha believes 
is also known as tho Silver Moon Cafe* The street was dark 
in many areas, hut in front of Walker's Cafe It was wall 
Lighted due to the cafe lights and a street light* The 
satire group got into the Ford Econoline* BOCAE cat in the 
front seat between Doctor GEIGER and Doctor BADSKHECHT. 

As aha was being seated, she noticed three white man standing 
at the corner of a building, either talker's Cafa or the 
building next to it* These men were standing at the comer 
of the building which was also a street comer* 

Qt%e of the white men started walking toward the 
vehicle. He was gesturing and hi* mouth was moving. H* 
hu apparently shouting at them but DOOM could not hear dot 
he woo saying. She realised that this white man was 
probably going to cause thaw sons trouble and she told 
avurrsna la the wahleln to roll up the windsuo end loch the 
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The vbite mm tsms oetf zttxrf next to the pxrkitzfe 
«$.zm aaar their chicle end eentiatted ehoetiaf asm* gesturing 
for 8^t oxiafetd f 15 I«c09tf9« H* ttiea w»llu)d aceexsd into 
the street to tint passenger side a£ th# vehicle. 


A# Sector HEXG33& hacking tur vehicle oat o£ 

the parking tfe>* #Ute sen bent on the front %scU*£shiel4l 

sevuril tloee end otto beet on fine side of ty vehicle* Sh* 
does not twtnU that any*:frfa& mm throat at the rah tele, 

She 4*e* act ree&li static lag the ehereabmtte of the other ten 
white aeo ffc*rios» tMl deciirremre, 

frUCAti believe* that itttnipftirtl to 

hf? luting the above &cearr«ace %/tlth the ^xc^ptioa 

of the three «Mto *m, She does not recall wyaa* else 
on the street# end esanot recall the descriptions of the whlelei 
periled m either ei.de of the vehicle* 


They drove Ira n i i f iately te the Torch Hotel, Meet 
*C the people ir th#s vehicle were dropped off et the sastei, 
she end the two dec tore dm* to Brot*a*s CHi^el *&*«« 
they dropped: off the local Magro stole, it wee «pp?»xie*t*ly 
13 to 20 oiasttes efter they left Lietom^tey Cef* that 
they arrived et Krone 9 * Chisel . Five to tee usieutee * > 
arriving et Kroon** €S*a*el ::is*y beerd that, three Ministers 
had h*sea heeten oo *■**eh logic* Street, b£K*A8 414 not k«te^ 
Kevaread JAHfvS ftKKK 4 R eve r se d dfll^PF ffitUIS, or Severead 
Cl d fcX. 91&1JK* She feel* ccrteio that thee* three oieieters 
not on vashiagiaa Street in the vbrielty of Welker f e 
Cufft 4oriee the tioes that tiseir vehicle see briefly at ticked 
by the ebeve white tele. 

Sh# «tist«4 the feele certain th^t the leeUtaat 
iav#lvifl| the three mteletere eccanrtd after they had left 
the .^rea, she aaeertsiead that so one in their vehicle 

*'itaese4,-d eay bating. 
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£93421 stated thm t awe of the thru* waits wals# 
e^fer&d t» ^Wt ss being i& the vicinity o£ ifttifcer** Cafe 
bad *»y notie&sbl* &v clubs la their poumtii, 

'•'be* dcseri bed the wit It# sale mb© struck their vehicle as feeing 
In his laid 40*3, 5 feat il inches, 26Q pounds, heavy * mseulgr 
build with a booty stosech, so hat, sparse hair In front* 
probably tom, «o nock tie, wearing * sport shirt, color 
unknown* ->he advised tfesfc she soaid ant accurately describe 
tbs two shits asslos who accaqpaaiad the above individual, 
bat she leeslls thet they were epproutaately the s««us 
height sod were not noticeably dissltsilsr in their appear sacs 
$nd build. 


SMI exsadnsd photographs of VU&QM 0 *heal &QG 6 L& A 
ScIjsm^ Colics lu^srtsasnfc Busbar 11214; tOU-UM STARLET TOU, 
Seim® iBii.ee Ttepartaeat Hi^riber 112112; &LMB£ l 4 C&Oft, Seise 
Ps»Uc« SuparMtat 11213 ; end K. 8 . KElit, below Police 

ftspartMUtit U2llt She stated that she could net 

positively icimtliy any of tbs photographs as fc#leg identical 
with i'he iadividual that pounded snf'iair vehicle, Seesvet, 
she stated that tb* photographs of H. 8* im? had « close 're* 
resilience to the lsilfi 4 iiil ebo pounded on the vehicle. 

Concerning tbs tssfcnciws JS«grs Mole free Seles- she 
‘isd gone with then* ahe stated as follows.* Ibis men one 
drunk at the time and apparaotly Isteawa to be 
ftaqueatly dtwak. Mtm sating, as soon as a^syoae 
ealcrtd the ford tosU^e, this saao slushed to the floor 
sad vent to slesp iwasdi.atoJy, dh** dees out twsl i eve that b« 
wltn^ssd anything and dees not believe that be could 
possibly here recalled the incident because of bis condition* 
’fbi# ss«s sparest ly ^«s knovu to tlis people oh® tetk in the 
tlstos*Ciay Cafe-* She dsscriWd bis as * Megro male* in bis 
early 3C :i **, 5 feet S iurbco fes 5 feet f laths* ^ 140*145 
pounds* long ^processed black hair, at least o«s gold enotli. 
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ea*ttstLy 4e*Bsm6 t tad SMeofcakiy weapttfad, 

'(h* f.«.tlowing «m AtitBKf fraa 

etaorvatloti «n4 iater»t«ws 

Sas»i um iam rsafeaffiMi 

N»* TeHiTS 


&ieci 

*»**«£ birth: 

White 

F*i>rsjaty 2 * 1S41 

Fl4tCfe o£ birth; 

&POt»»t*r* Wmt t&rk 

Sel&M 5 “ 

5 feet 5 iaehes 

5 

He pCHUSd* 

Hair* 

Hond 

%«• ; 

Blue 


413 StwlCk 


^.»eh^st®r 
«B9 1K1 

Tmpsir&t* address ; 

nS5I' ¥*** Park S**«©t 
Jackson 

®*P layraat j 

&ur»* for 

Medical tMoitCW t*W 
team Rights 

5.111 ftwt is&tis Street 
^ York, Hot* York 

Tfcsapogrozy wotkli’jg; 

5f;7| FarrifiU Street 
Jeekoouc, Mississippi 

s^iecti«fn 

Qrm^'i iat«- J®3ts& Cross 

&t« $la*i 

■♦ ? e^ York, %tem York 
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April 


1965 


VIL&OS $129 Garden- good, 5.fc. # hgatfamstA 

12~&, • Georgia# Advised b® 1® a 

printer for the $todent *!•»• Violent oordi^ting vOMsiltiee* 
jSC*^-6^ uelmr. .'street* S*£«» Atlanta* ^s4 os* taKdi % 19&5* 
in ml ata* AlAhawe* in MRm^ldR with *a®- 

ttaleot Coordinating coawtttee wtivttles la that am* 
B&Otfa* furnished the following ittf eraatlen s 

it&mklm between weven and eight e’cleefc in 
the eveaaiog of Hereto % 1965# toe waa auout to wait paet 
the sA«toB"Ci*y cafe ite it* oae mmm Tmhuz cmmimum 

vom, oat of the safe. They spate far eever&i tttauteo and 
while they did ssa» tea $«gro vowen end one white wmi left 
the c^fe &nd entered a yeXfc awa&eo hua weed ae a wedteal tta. 
3t»g doe* mt know the identity of the**a pereane, dpon 
eaae&oelOR of tlelr conversation, CiSMHAlf ettteped the 
aadi&ai van. ibqv » erweeed the at reel arwS entered another 
eafa* nett» uares&lled* elmrtk oppa&iie the ktetoe-c.iagr 
Cafe* 


Approximately fifteen einatee later SUM! was 
preparing to leave this cafe -and while etlll Isolde the 
cafe laa&ed aat the front «aor toward the Ltatof*-€lay Cafe, 
ik eheervei the wedleel va**# MtoXtto ma jUU a^le~park©d 
in front of the Haton-C lay Cafe# attenptlog to tact into 
the g&raet* Two white aen w®r£ at the driver*a aide of 
fctsa van heating the aide of the van with their flat#. A 
third mm at the mr c»»s»p ef the opposite aide of the 
van appeared to he doing the mm thing, 'the wen appa^r&d 
to iss yelling* hvt he did not hm.$ anything they r ^y have 
hftl d h 


After approximately & aJUiuis* the m hacked 
into the street, (name aars&eallid), end dtere &w&gr toward 
Hfotg # e right* The three white awm waited down the etreet 
to left, hheB they eswe to the first intersecting 

street, they turned to their left and passed a$*t of BBObg'*^ 
view. 
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mmu did oat aftN»ervw any other activity In 
front of the Statoa-CXay Cafe* and 380^21 left the cafe 
*d»on the three aen left. 

rn could not describe the three white mn 
except to say sm* was approximately six feet tall and 
bad dark hair. The other two sawn appeared alight!? 
shorter. BROWN explained th# illuttinatlan on the 
street was very poor and therefor® he could not mail 
farther descriptive data pertaining to these three mm 
or recall what type of clothing they wore. 

While 3RjG*?» observed the three white Mtt heat 
the medical van, the only person in the cafe who also 
observed this was a Hegro waitress. The mmt of this 
waitress Is unknown to SHOWS* hut he advised she was 
the only waitress in the cafe at the time. 

BROW observed a photograph taken $arcb 10* 

1965 # of r. s. KExjur, viujim mmm mooole* hm jl. 

cboil, and a photograph taken .larch 11* 1965* of I0D8 
0*Mi;Ah &NJ01E. mom mid he could not state he had , 
ever observed there wen before* 

mmn caid b# was not In the vicinity of the 
Silver Moon Cafe In Seim during the evening of March 9* 
1965 . 
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Credit Information 

On March 16, 1965, Mr. LEON EZELL, Manager, Selma 
Credit Bureau, 1000% Water Street, Selma, Alabama, advised 
SA RICHARD A. HARDOCK that a review of the records of his 
office revealed the following Information: 


R.B. KELLY 


Race 

Sex 

In file 
Residence 

Previous residence 
Wife 


Employment 


White 

Male 

Has had credit record In 
office since July, 1950 
113 West Water Avenue in 
October of 19&3 
601 Church Street 
Selma,, Alabama 
Married 1954 to ALJQE M* 

BREWER, sister of Mrs. S„J. 
ABBOTT of Church Street, 

Selma. Wife employed as 
waitress at Splendid Restaurant 
In October, 19&3 
Television repairman at 
Loving T.V., Selma, in 
January and February of 19t>5 


Inquiries concbrnj pg KELLY were made by; F 


O'NEAL HOGGLE 


Race 
In file 


FOIA(b)6 
ETOIA(b) 7 - (C) 

White 

Has a credit record in hie 
office since October, 1956, 
originally moved to Selma from 
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Last known address 
Previous address 

Employment 

Wife 

Children 


FOIA(b)6 
FOIA{b)7 - (C) 


Greensboro, Hale County, 
Alabama 

Sam 5 s Trailer Court \ 

Listed as Route 5 and Route 6 

Selma, Alabama 

Cloverleaf Creamery 

Selma, Alabama 

DOROTHY HOGGLE 

Two children 


WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE 


Race 

Sex 

In file 

Last known address 
Previous address 

Etaployment 

Previous employment 

Wife 

Children 


White 

Male 

Has had credit record in his 
office since March, 1958 
905 Old Montgomery Road 
Hale County, Alabama and 
Route 6 , Box 2 6 , Selma 
Self-employed, Hoggle's 
Garage, Selma 
Cloverleaf Creamery from 
October, 195^ to 1963 
MINNIE JEWEL 
Two children 


Mrs, CAROL WHITMAN, Alabama Probation Officer, Marlon, 
Alabama, at one time (date unknown), made inquiries concerning 
HOGGLE, It was determined that he was paroled on June 25 , 

1956, on car theft charges. HOGGLE has generally a poor to slow 
credit rating. Last inquiries concerning HOGGLE were in 
December, 1964, from Pioneer Finance Company and Attorney JOHN 
BLANTON In Selma. 
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ELMER L B COOK 

Race 

Sex 

In file 


Last known address 
Previous addresses 
Wife 

Children 

Employment of wife 


Occupation 


Past occupation 


White 

Male 

Has had a record in the 

credit bureau files since 

July, 1946 

407 Cresfcwood Drive 

Selma, Alabama 

Tuscaloosa, Alabama and 

Galveston, Texas 

MARY LEE 

Three children 

Employed by Civil Service 

at Craig Air Poce Base for 

a period of approximately 6 

years 

Currently part owner in the 
C & C Novelty Company in 
Selma 

Worked for the Pulton 
Loan Company in Galveston, 

Texas, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 
and Selma, Alabama as 
manager a Also operated Cook 
Furniture Company in Selma 
which is presently out of business 


Credit Bureau of Tuscaloosa has advised COOK is well- 
regarded in that area, COOK enjoys a satisfactory credit rating 
in Selma in spite of numerous notations in his file concerning 
arrests, mainly on assault charges„ 

EDGAR BEN VARDAMAN 

White 
Male 

Exact length of credit 
record unknown 
Valley Grand Heights 

Selma, Alabama 


Race 

Sex 

In file 
Address 
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Wife 

Children 

Employment of wife 


Occupation 


Past occupation 


KATHERINE 

Three children 

Works for the Dallas County 

Department of Pensions and 

Security 

Currently co-owner of City 
Pawn Shop, Selma in addition 
to selling used cars 
Operated A-l Welding and 
Repair Shop in Selma 


VARDAMAN enjoys a good reputation in the Selma 


community. 


t 



Race 

Sex 

In file 

Address 

Wife 

Children 

Employment of wife 
Occupation 


FOIA(b)6 
FOIA(b)7 - (C) 


White \ \ \ 

Male V v, \ 

Exact length of credit, 
record unknown 


Thun p.hl Tdren 


l 

in Selma area. 


Most recent Inquiry on March 11, irora 
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CREDIT INFORMATION 

The following investigation was conducted by SA CARLOS 
L„ KIRBY, JR., at Galveston, Texas: 

On March 26, 1965 , LILLIAN VAUGHAN, Credit Bureau of 
Greater Galveston, advised her files reflected that one EIMER 
COOK, 5804 Avenue S|, Galveston, was first listed in their 
records in April, 19&0, and last checked December, 1940. He 
was married to MARY LEE ROBERTS and has a brother E. E. COOK. 

ELMER COOK was formerly employed at Texas Loan Co., 319- 25th 
Street, date not listed? Gray Iron Works (1940 )j and was assistant 
manager at the Fulton Loan Co., in l$k2 9 all located at Galveston. 
He left Galveston, date not listed, and moved to 13 Edgewood, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. He also reportedly entered the military 
service when he was 23 years old. 

While In Galveston he had three trade accounts, all 
paid satisfactorily. 


ARREST RECORD 

On March 23, 1965 , the FBI Identification Division 
advised that no arrest record identifiable with WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE, Selma, Alabama, PD $11212, was located. 

On March 30, 1965 , the FBI Identification Division 
furnished the identification record for EDGAR BENNETT VAKDAMAN 
under FBI #l8239QF, showing the following entires: 


CONTRIBUTOR OP NAME AND NUMBER 
FINGERPRINTS 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


CHARGE 


DISPOSITION 


PD 

Wilmington, Del 


EDGAR BENNETT 
VARDAMAN 
$)Ul46244 


appx 

FP 

7 - 23-41 


USM 

Montgomery, 

Ala. 


EDGAR B. 
VARDAMAN 
#O£5"O0851 


3-4-64 


conspiracy- 4-18-64 

vio N.M.W. acquitted 

T Act 



33.1 
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,,/FOIA (b) 6 
// FOIA(b) 7 - (C) 


On March 30, 1965, the FBI g frlmttW Dlvlslon also 

~S?S£ 25£SrS^:^rassr- 

R arrested or received charge disposition 


CCSTOIBOTOR OF NAME AHD NC 

graagRHOirrs _«._ 




Havy 


11-28-45 


Diet Sec Div 
Oak Ridge Term 


appl FP 
9-3 


AT GALVESTON. TEXAS 

- w .__ h 2 6 1965, LOUIE RIVAUX, Identification Officer, 

Galveston Police DepartKnt^and M. Q “° 

See contain no reference to EIMER 


L. COOK. 
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Captain FRANK LA PORTE, JR*,, Identification Officer, 
Department, Selma, Alabama, furnished the following 
records of the subjects in this investigation: 

WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE #69463 

Selma 

Date 

Charge 

Disposition 

June 15, 1955 

Imp Muffler 

$ 5*00 

August 4, 1956 

DWI to RD 

$104.00 

July 13, 1957 

DWI to RD 

$104.00 

October 25, 1957 

DWI 

4104.00 

July 28, 1962 

RD 

$104.00 

September 4, 1964 

DWI to RD 

$104.00 

March 10, 1965 

A to M 

— 

March 10, 1965 

A to M 

- - 

March 10 , 1965 

A to M 


ELMER L. COOK #9666 

May 9, i960 

A & B 

Nolle Pros 

May 10, I 960 

A & B 

$104,00 & 60 

December 4, 1948 

VTL, Left Turn 

— 

December 30, 1948 

A & B 

$12.50 

July 26, 1949 

A & B 

$17*50 

December 8 , I 949 

Affray 

$7*50 

December 10, 1950 

A & B 

$102.50 & 15 1 
SUSP 

May 9, 1951 

DC 

$7.50 

July 30, 1951 

A & B 

$12.50 

August 9> 1951 

Dest prop 
of another 

Nolle Pros 

August 9# 1951 

A & B 

$7.50 

November 16, 1951 

A & B 

Nolle Pros 

November 16, 1951 

A & B 

$27.50 

June 1, 1952 

Affray 

$12,50 

December 2, 1952 

A & B 

$52.50 

June 20, 1953 

D.a 

$12.50 


On 


by 


3/11/65 


at Selma, Alabama 


SA VICTOR B. SNIDER and 
SA CHILTON B. CREASON/ls 


File # 


44-1233 


Date dictated _3/13/65- 


This document contains neither recommendations nor eonelu^Rns oi the FBI* It fs the property of the FBI end is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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ELMER L, COOK #9666 

- Continued 

Date 

Charge 

'April 17, 1954 

A & B 

December 27, 1954 

A & B 

February 17, 1955 

A & B 

June 17, 1956 

A & B 

September 1, 1959 

A & B 

November 4, 1959 

D.C. 

May 9, i 960 

A & B 

May 10, i960 

A & B 

September 23, 1961 
July 14, 1964 

A & B 

D.C. 

July l4, 1962 

ccw 

February 25, 1964 

A & B 

September 3, 1964 

Disch firearms City 
Limits 

March 10, 1965 

A to M 

March 10, 1965 

A to M 

March 10, 1965 

A to M 

The following description of ELMER L. COOK was 
Apartment records: 

Race 

White 

Sex 

Male 

Address 

407 Crestwood Drive 

Date of birth 

May 13, 1923 

Houston, Texas 

Height 

5 ’ 10 ” 

Complexion 

Ruddy 

Hair 

Brown 

Eyes 

Blue 

Weight 

202 lbs. 

Build 

Stout 

Relatives 

Wife - MARY LEE COOK 
Father - EARL E. COOK 
Mother - LOLA B. COOK 

Occupation 

C. C. Novelty Company 


Disposition 


$54.00 & 60 days 
554.00 
519.00 

\Z9> 00 

$54.00 
$14.00 
Nolle Pros 
$104 and 30 days 


susp 

$54.00 

$ 29.00 


$ 29.00 
Nolle Pros 


3-7-U 






3 

MO 44-1233 


R. B. KELLY #7423 

Date Charge Disposition 


January 14, 1952 

April 29, 1955 
June 6, 1957 
March 1, 1958 
May 25, 1961 

March 10, 1965 
March 10, 1965 
March 10, 1965 


Wanted Grove Hill, 
Alabama 
A & B 


D 0 C. 

No Driver’s License 
G.L. 


A to M 
A to M 
A to M 


Released to 
Grove Hill, 
Nolle Pros 
$14.00 
$14.00 
Waived to 
G. J. 


NAMGN O'NEAL H0GGLE #703-19 


Date 


September 3 , 1955 
August 26, 1958 
November 17, i 960 
September 10, 1964 
March 10, 1965 
March 10, 1965 
March 10, I 965 


Charge 

Disposition 

RD 

Nolle Pros 

DW1 

Nolle Pros 

Red Light 

$9.00 

Speeding 

$14.00 

A to M 


A to M 

-- 

A to M 

— 


The following description of NAM0N O’NEAL HOGGLE, aka., Duck, 
was obtained from Police Department recordss 


Race 

Sex 

Residence 
Place of birth 
Age 

Date of birth 

Height 

Complexion 

Hair 

Weight 


White 

Male 

1315 Old Montgomery Highwat 
Hale County, Alabama 
30 

October 15, 1934 
5' 8" 

Medium 
Brown 
178 lbs. 


SO, 

Alabama 
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Eyes 

Build 

Sears and marks 

Occupation 

Relatives 


Hazel 

Medium 

None 

Mechanic 

Wife - DOROTHY HOGGIE 
Daughters - CYNTHIA 7* WANDA 4, 

KIM 4 months. 

Mother - PEARL HOGGLE, Greeriboro, Alabama. 
Father - OSCAR BOGGLE, same address. 


2X(c 
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Captain FRANK LA PORTE* JR.* Identification Officer* Selma 
Police Department, Selma* Alabama* furnished the following arrest 
record of E. R. V ARDAMAN ; 


Name 


E 0 B* YAKDAMAN 


Race 


White 


Sex 


Male 


Address 


Route 4* Box 33 

1 

Date of birth 


September 20* 1908« 

, (it is noted 



that when YAKDAMAN was interviewed 



on March 16* 1965 * 

he gave his 



date of birth as August 20* 1919») 

Driver's license no. 


0X17104 

fjl 

MSI 

NUMBER. 

CHARGE 

DISPOSITION 

November 19 * 1946 

34409 

ED 

$27.50 

May 10* 19^9 

44593 

Speeding 

, 12.50 

January 12* 1952 

55669 

Speeding 

12.50 

September 15* 1955 

70440 

A & B 

N.P. 

September 15* 1955 

70448 

A & B 

29,00 

December 20* 1964 

112274 

Speeding 

i4.oo 


On 3/18/65 a t Selma, Alabama _ File # MO 44-1231 

SA RAYMOND L. BECK and 

Kv SA PAUL M<, CONRAD/ls_ ___Date dictated 3M/6j 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agenc 


and is loaned to 
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Captain FRAME LA PORTE 9 Identification Officer, 
Selma Police Departments, Selma, Alabama, advised that a 
review of the records of his office revealed the following 
information on March 17, 1965s 


>YE^Gfl 


FLOYET 1 GROOM has 1 had a record with the Selma 
Police Department since 1930, This record reveals 16 
arrests on various charges of drunk, drunk driving, 
speeding, false pretense, assault and battery and larceny 
This file reveals that GROOM is a white male listing his 
address as 807 Broad Street n Selma, Alabama and working 
“at the C & K Body Shop, Selma, 


EDGAR WILTO 


'P» S/ 

N$ST1 


STRIPLING has had a record with the 
1946. 


Selma Police Department since 1946, This record reveals 
11 arrests involving drunk, disorderly conduct and no 
drivers license. The file reveals that STRIPLING is a white 
male, born September 12„ 1917, at Wilton, Alabama, height 
5 ? 6j M , build medium, brown hair, hazel eyes, weight 120 lbs. 
Occupation was listed in 1963 with the Silver Moon Cafe, 
Selma, Alabama, 


BASIL SMITH, Police Department Number 423, 
has been arrested 66 times since 1951, almost every 
arrest for drunk and disorderly. 


On March 18, 1965, the FBI Identification 
Division furnished the Identification Record for ELMER 
L. COOK, FBI Number 795 825E reflecting the following 
entries: 


Contributor of Name and Arrested or 

Fingerprints Number Received Charge Disposition 


PD Selma 

Ala 

Elmer L. Cook 
#9666 

5-9-60 

A&B Noll Pross 

A&B $104 & 60 

das 

USM Montgomery 
Ala 

Elmer Lesley 

Cook #025-00848 

3-4-64 

conspiracy ~ 

PD Selma 

Ala 

Elmer L. Cook 
#9666/11213 

3-10-65 

A to M (3 ehgs) 
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On March 18, 1965 , The FBI Identification Division 
furnished the Identification Record for R*B. KELLY, FBI 
Number 862 047D reflecting the following entries: 


Contributor of Name and Arrested or 


Fingerprints 

Number 

Received 

Charge 

Disposition 

PD Selma Ala 

R.B. Kelley 

1-14-52 

wanted Grove rel to 


#7423 


Hill Ala 

Sheriff 

SO Selma Ala 

R„ B„ Kelly 
#15047 

5-27-61 

GL 


PD Selma Ala 

R„B» Kelly 
#7423/11211 

3-10-65 

A to M (3 

cases 





A prior FBI investigation reflects the following 

ELMER L. COOK, born May 13, 1933, at Houston, 
Texas, was indicted by the Federal Grand Jury, Montgomery, 
Alabama, on February 12, 1964, for a violation of Title 
18, Section 371, U. S. Code, charging that between ^ 

March 1, 1963, and September 1, 19&3, he conspired with 
others in transporting or causing to be transported 
stolen motor vehicles from outside Alabama into Alabama, 
knowing them to have been stolen. 

COOK was found not guilty in a trial by jurv 
in u, S. District Court, Opelika, Alabama, on April lo, 

1964 , 

The FBI Identification Division on March 15, 

1965 advised that there was no prior arrest data found 
for NAMON O’NEAL HOGGLE, Selma, Alabama Police Department 
#11214. 
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Mr. J, WILSON BAKER, Director of Public Safety, City 
of Seim, Alabama, furnished the attached affidavits and warrant® 
on April 2, 1965 , in which WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGIE, NAMON O’NEAL 
EOGSDS, SOflER L. COOK and R. E. KELLY are charged with the 
murder of JAMES REEB, issued on March 11, 19&?. 


1—-f-v— 


“ 


On 


4/2/65 * Selma, Alabama 


File # MO 44-1233 


by 


: A BJCHAHD A. HARDOCK end 
- WlARQ/ls- 


Date dictated -— L c - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
'/our agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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INCIDENT ON MARCH 6 , 1965, INVOLVING SUBJECTS 

ttTtoER L. COOK AND WILLIAM STANLEY HOGGLE bsiki 

AM OT.D A II'l -oMOMHe To E MIT EXHAUS T 1 SMOKE 
TfflMOHK'IM'Wffifl AT DAL LAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE, 

3EMA, ALAEBMS7 “ 
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On March 6, 1965, while covering a demonstration at 
Dallas County Courthouse, Selma, Alabama, it was observed at 
approximately 2:24 FM, CST, a Rev*. JOSEPH EIWANGER, Lutheran 
Minister from Birmingham, Alabama,, led a group of approximately 
65 white persons to the Balias County Courthouse*. EIWANGER was 
in the lead group of these people and arrived on scene at 
approximately 2:24 HI. 

At approximately 2:25 Hi, a 1954 or 1955 two tone 
Chevrolet, orange and white in color, bearing 1964 Alabama 
tag 27-6949, stopped at corner of Alabama Avenue and Lauderdale 
Street* It was observed that one individual, a white male who 
was determined to be STANLEY BQGGLE, got out of the passenger 
side of the car, raised the hood and began pouring some type 
of liquid into the carburetor. The driver of the car EIMER 
COOK alternately raced the motor and smoke began pouring out 
from under the car in large clouds, drifting across Alabama 
Avenue to a large croud of Negroes who were almost obscured by 
the smoke* JACK DEASON, a local car salesman, was observed sitting 
in the back seat of the car smoking a cigar. This car continued 
this activity of belching out smoke for a space of 5 to 10 minutes. 
Thereafter J. WILSON BAKER, Public Safety Director, City of Selma, 
instructed these individuals to immediately leave the area* HOGGLE 
closed the hood of the car, got into the front seat beside the driver, 
EIMER COOK, and the car left the scene. 


On 


3/6/65 gf Selma. Alabama 


File If _M O 44-1 2 3 ^ 


by 


SA ROBERT L. FRYE /is 


Date dictated — 3/^3/^5 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
your agency; it and its contents ctTe not to be distributed outside your agency* 
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Mr„ GLYNN HENDERSON, Official Court Reporter, 

United States District Court, Montgomery, Alabama, 
provided an excerpt transcript containing the testimony 
of ASBURY MIDDLEBROOKS , witness in Civil Action No. 

2181-N, which was held in United States District Court 
for the Middle District of Alabama, Northern Division, 
before the Honorable Frank M. Johnson, Jr,., Judge, at 
Montgomery, Alabama, March 11, 12, 13, 15 and 16, 1965. 

This matter was styled Hosea Williams, John Lewis and 
Amelia Boynton, on behalf of themselves and others 
similarly situated. Plaintiffs, United States of America, 
Plaintiff-lntervenor, vs Honorable George C. Wallace, as 
Governor of the State of Alabama; A! Lingo, as Director 
of Public Safety for the State of Alabama; and James G. 

Clark, as Sheriff of Dallas County, Alabama, Defendants. 

On page nine in the excerpt from the testimony 
of ASHBURY MIDDLEBROOKS, interrogation is undertaken 
concerning the meeting in the vicinity of the Dallas 
County Court House in Selma, Alabama, on Saturday, March 6, 
1965. In connection with this ^er'^nstration MIDDLEBROOKS 
took pictures of the crowd anc is questioned concerning 
his observations, as well as the photographs which are being 
introduced into evidence on the behalf of his activities 
as photographer for th^ Sheriff's Department of Dallas 
County o 

On Page twelve MIDDLEBROOKS is questioned concerning 
the appearance of an automobile which stopped at the scene 
of the demonstration near the court house and proceeded to 
emit l large quantity of exhaust smoke. The interrogation 
concerning this matter is as follows: 

Q On this bottcm picture, it shows an automobile driving 

up with smoke coming out of the back of it? 

A Right. 

Q Is there anything — do you know who was driving this 

automobile? 

A I do, 

Q And who was this person? 


33£ 
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A Elmer Cook. 

O Elmer Cook? 

A Right. 

Q Is he the person that was subsequently arrested and 

charaed with the fatal beating of Reverend Reeb? 

A He is. 

Q And what did they do, if anything, when they came up 

there to the Dallas County Court House? 

A What did they do to the car? 

Q (Nodded to indicate affirmative reply) 

A This car pulled up on the corner and stopped, and 

Stanley Hoggle, which you see in the rear here, 
raised the hood or the automobile and poured some 
Casite in the carburetor, causing a -- a big smoke 
screen. 

Q All right. Mow, Deoutv Middlebrooks, was if at any 

time — 1 withdraw that. Did the Dallas County 
Sheriff's Department move any of these white crowds 
and Negro crowds away from the Dallas County Court 
House? 

A They did. 

0 An d did you as sist in this? 

A I did not... 

Q Do you knew the deputy who did this? 

A I do„ 

Q And what was his name? 

A Captain George Stoves and Chief Deputy Crocker. 
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Q And wore they assisted tav any City policemen? 

A I do not recall. 

Q All right/ and on this particular day, were — were 

there any fights that broke out among the crowd? 

A I heard of it? I did not see it. 



'lun 
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Deputy ASBURY MIDDLEBR.OOKS was contacted at the Dallas 
County Sheriff’s Office, Selma, Alabama, regarding photographs 
he made on March 6 , 1965, regarding an old automobile throwing 
smoke at the Dallas County Courthouse, 

Mr, MXDDLK'.BkOOKS stated that he did make at least 
two photographs of STANLEY HOGGLE standing by a smoking car on 
March 6, 1965 , near the Dallas County Courthouse sometime after 
lunch, time not recalled, 

MIDDLEBROOKS stated that he could not furnish copies 
of the photographs or furnish any other information about the 
incident as he had been instructed by his attorney HENRY PUTS 
not to. He declined even to point out to Agents the location 
of the automobile at the time he photographed it, stating that 
he could say no more about the incident without having his 
attorney, Mr, PITTS, present. 


Qn 4 / 2/65 Selma, Alabama _£ii» # MO 44-1233 _ 

SA RICHARD A. HAHDOCK and 

by SA RICHARD BUCARO/ls ___ Date dictated -4/2/65- 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency . 
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JACK J. SEASON, Route 5, Box , Hew OrrvilXe B.oed, 
was Interviewed at his place of employment? the Reliable OMamoblie 
Company, 1.6 Lawrsnce Street., and furnished the following information: 

At the outset of the interview, J3E&SON was advised that 
the interviewing agents desired to talk to him concerning his 
activities on March 6, 1965, and he was specifically asked if 
he was in F^lma, Alabama, on that date. SEASON advised, after 
consulting his calendar, that he was in Selma, Alabama, on 
March 6 , 1965. 

SEASON was then asked if he was in the vicinity of 
Dallas County Court House during demonstration by white ministers 
on March 6, 1965 . After stating that he had been in the vicinity 
of tbs Balias County Court House on that date 1 , lie then advised 
that he would rather discuss this matter the following day due 
to tbs fact he. might get himself involved in some manner by 
answering questions at this time. He advised that he would 
answer no further questions at this time but would discuss the 
matter the next day. Tentative arrangements were made with 
DEASQM to interview him at the FBI Resident .Agency, Selma, 

Alabama, April 3, 1965 * 


Q n 4/2/6g _ at Selma, Alabama 


File * MO 44-123 1 


by 


SA PAUL M. CONRAD and 
SA RAIMOND I., BECK/ls 


Date dictated —hjhllBH 
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On April 2 S 1965* SA ROBERT L. FRYE received a 
telephone call from JACK J. REASON who stated he had made 
arrangements with two Agents of the FBI Office to be Interviewed 
bv them on April 3, 1965. He stated he had since consulted 
with his attorney JOSEPH PILCHER and on his advice, would 
refuse to talk to FBI Agents as had been previously arranged. 



2_ t/3 
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JACK J. DEASON was interviewed at his place of employ¬ 
ment, the Reliable Oldsmobile Company, 16 Lawrence Street, and 
furnished the following informations 

DEASON was advised of the nature of the investigation 
concerning his presence in the vicinity of Dallas County Court 
House March 6, 1965, at the time of the demonstration by the 
white ministers on that date. His attention was called to the 
incident involving an old model carafe the scene which was 
throwing off a dense cloud of smoke and information that ELMER 
COOK was in the driverseat of this car, WILLIAM STANLEY 
HOGGLE was at the front of the car pouring a liquid into the 
motor, and he, DEASON, was observed to be in the back seat of 
that car. 


At this time DEASON referred to his phone call the pre¬ 
vious day to Agent BOB FRYE at the Selma FBI Office, in which he 
advised, did not desire to be interviewed concerning this 
matter on advice of his attorney, JOSEPH PILCHER. 

DEASON did, however, state he was not involved in 
the above incident and did not ride to the scene of the demon¬ 
stration in an old car which may have been used in creating a 
dense cloud of smoke. He refused to answer whether he was in 
the back seat of that old car at the scene. 

At this point DEASON stated he would refuse to dis¬ 
cuss the matter further, and the interview was terminated. 


On 4/3/65 nt Selma, Alabama _ File # Mobile 44-1233 _ 

SA RAYMOND L. BECK and 

by SA PAUL M, CONRAD :bah __ Date dictat#d ^/3/65 _ 
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Mrs. MABEL BABST, Cleric, Auto License Departweafc, Mlw 
County Courthouse# Seim# Alabama, mde available the registration 
card far 1965 Alabaroa license Hsafeer 27-6&49* which shows that an 
Soveafcer 2, 1964# this license masher ms issued to X. *. MAI»5# 
140B Mabry Street# Selna, AXahana# for 1954 Chevrolet 4-door# 
Serial Shraber 05S2&UBF541. 


On _ 4/a/6 5 _u*.___—File#- IB_M^233 


SA RICK HARTOCK aod tA>jfc 

SA KICEAHD BUCAflO/ls Dote dictated__ 


This document contains neither recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBI. It ts the property 
j| and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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£ 

I. J. mum, 1408 Mabry Street, Seim, Alaba®&, advised 
that he owned * 195 b Chevrolet 4-4oor sedsa, white over ornate in 
color, which he traded la to Mr* COOK of the C h C Motor CoB^aoy 
oa Veter Street, 3elo&, Just before ChrietEtaa, 1964* Jte stated 
that a» he recalls the li c e n se m&toer of this ear «i 27-^949* 

Ok said he traded this ear in far a 1956 Chevrolet in whfeh the 
motor later burned up and he took it back to COOK nod got a 
1999 Mercury to replace It which he still has* 

mum said he has mm the 1954 Chevrolet around Selma 
within the past ssooth, bat does sot hnoe who the present owner 
Is* 


On_ 


W<55 


.at. 




Date dictated. 


3A KICK HARDOCK sad 

by- «A MBMP W^i—- - —- 

This document contoins neither recommendation* nor conclusions ot the FBI, It E$ the property c* »he FBI and Is loaned to y< 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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The information in this memorandum is furnished solely 
for the official use of the persons and authorities to whom it is 
furnished for the prosecution of the subjects who have been 
identified in the investigation of the murder of the Rev 0 JAMES 
J 0 REEBg 


This memorandum contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is being 
loaned to you* Its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your office,, 
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